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Rector
As always, the Journal celebrates 
many of the co-curricular activities 
which contribute hugely to the wider 
development of young people and 
their all-round education.

However, we are now having to face 
the reality that much of that activity 
will have to cease or we will have to 
charge parents substantially more if it 
is to continue.

At the recent Annual General Meeting the Board set out its 
vision of how we can together create a new and vibrant future. 
The response to date has been overwhelmingly positive.

Over the next month we will be engaging with parents of 
all year groups to provide them with the opportunity to 
understand the challenges and options and to help shape that 
future. Thereafter we will be engaging with our alumni and 
wider community to the same ends.

We are delighted to share with you some of the plans for 
our centenary celebrations in 2020 (page 3). The planning 
group has put together an ambitious and exciting programme 
of events to which we will be adding following a recent 
consultation with pupils.

The award of the Rights Respecting Schools Gold Award 
(page 4) is a testimony to the quality of relationships across 
the school. I should like to thank all of the pupils, parents and 
staff who helped shape our submission and who contributed 
during the assessment. 

The formal opening of our newly carpeted all weather 
pitches (page 30) marks both a significant investment in 
and improvement of our facilities. This would not have been 
possible without the generosity of the Educational Amenities 
Trust which invested £50,000 in the project.

We are also indebted to the PTA for their support for the 
refurbishment of the S6 Study Room, the Library and the 
Fitness Suite (page 46).

As always I am grateful to everyone who has contributed to this 
edition of the Journal. A special thank you to Gavin McLellan 
who has taken on most of the editing duties.
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Centenary Preview
There are already planned a number of significant special events 
for the centenary year in 2020!

February - Spectacular Light Projection Show
(e.g. shown from Double Take Projections)
March - Centenary All School Photograph
(e.g. shown from Gilbert & Soames)
June - Gala Week Events and campus marquee hub to 
host community events, FP events and Senior Balls and also 
commemorative invitational sporting events.
September - Centenary Gala Dinner, Kelvingrove Art 
Gallery & Museum (5th Sept Early reservations can be 
taken now)
October School Show – West Side Story
November Commemorative Service

STRIVING HIGHER 
- Leave your name in 
history!
John MacLeod has all but completed writing his warm, detailed 
and lavishly illustrated school history to mark our upcoming 
centenary, and Striving Higher – A Celebration of Jordanhill 
School will be published in November next year.

Why not take this opportunity to pre-order a copy, donate to 
our funds and leave your own name in the book for posterity?
We invite all former pupils and staff to become official 
‘Subscribers.’ For just £50 we can reserve a signed copy of this 
beautiful volume for you and add your name (and the years of 
your Jordanhill attendance or service) to an illustrious appendix 
at the end: e.g. ‘Crawford Smith, 1943-56.’

And, if you like and for no extra charge, you can add the names 
of any brothers or sisters, too, who also attended the school and 
with their own years of attendance.

Please post your cheque, including names and dates, to:
Gavin McLellan, Development Department, Jordanhill School, 45 Chamberlain Road, Glasgow, G13 
1SP; or email him at mclellang@jordanhill.glasgow.sch.uk
Cheques payable to ‘Jordanhill School Educational Amenities Trust’
Subscriptions will also be taken online via our BTMyDonate page:
https://mydonate.bt.com/charities/jordanhillschooleducationalamenitiestrustfund
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Rights Respecting School Gold Award
In June 2016 Jordanhill School was awarded the Rights Respecting Schools Award at 
level one. After this amazing success the next objective was to obtain the standards 
needed for the Gold Award. The criteria required for achieving the Gold Award is 
split into three main categories:

Strand A Teaching and Learning About Rights

To achieve this strand pupils had to have a very good knowledge 
of the UN Convention on the rights of the child and rights based 
learning had to be embedded into every curricular area.  This was 
done through regular Primary assemblies, rights based lessons 
taught in all classes and ‘The Jordanhill Big Lesson’ which took place 
in March 2018.  The Rights Respecting School pupil steering group 
chose the theme of child poverty and every class in Primary and 
department in Secondary delivered lessons related to this theme. 

P7s visited the Scottish Parliament and learned about people’s roles in Parliament, the importance of 
rights and the requirement for MSPs to ensure these rights exist for every child in Scotland.  Secondary 
Pupil Councils and the Rights Respecting School steering group learned about children’s rights from 
representatives from the Scottish Youth Parliament. 

Strand B Teaching and Learning Through Rights
 
To achieve this strand actions and decisions affecting pupils had to be 
rooted in, reviewed and resolved through rights.  Amendments were made 
to schools policies with input from parents, pupils and members of staff. 
The updates reflected the principles and articles of the UN Convention 
on the Rights of the Child and ensured that policies were fair and equal 
for all.

For example, the School is currently reviewing our anti-bullying policy.  
Pupils used a lot of different colors and eye catching pictures to produce 
posters which showed the importance of standing up to bullying. The 

Jordanhill School Charter was also re-designed by Laurie 
Corewyn in S6 and put up in every classroom. 

This strand also includes work done to support the 
physical and mental health and wellbeing of pupils. 
Jordanhill School is renowned for providing a wide 
range of clubs, activities, outdoor education and trips. 
Staff actively encourage pupils to be involved with and 
benefit from the activities that are offered, including 
peer supporters, science club, debating club and other 
extracurricular activities such as sports squads, bands 
and orchestras.



5Jordanhill School

Strand C Teaching and Learning For Rights

To achieve this strand children and young people in Jordanhill 
School had to become ambassadors for rights locally and 
globally.  Secondary Pupil Councils and the Rights Respecting 
School steering group engaged with a Westminster Education 
Outreach speaker and carried out an activity to empower them 
to campaign about issues, locally and globally, they were passionate 
about.  Our local MP Carol Monaghan spoke to our Secondary 
Pupil Councils and members were encouraged to understand 
the role that governments play in realising children’s rights and 
they were empowered to ask her questions on a wide range of political issues of interest. Our Primary 
pupils promoted the UN Convention on the rights of the child locally by putting up displays in Jordanhill 
church café, the cubs/scout hall and the tennis club.

The steering group were ambassadors for the Right Respecting Schools Award when they hosted a 
cross schools conference for four other schools that were working towards or had achieved Rights 
Respecting Schools Awards. This gave the steering group ideas on how to progress, but also allowed 
other schools to learn about Jordanhill School’s successes and our journey towards the Gold Award. 

Primary and Secondary pupils learnt about how they could be ambassadors for children’s rights globally 
by listening to presentations from various charities. A representative from Save the Children gave a 
presentation to Primary and S1/2, the Red Cross spoke to S5/6.  ‘Go for Gold’ fundraising for a local 
child poverty charity called ‘With Kids Glasgow’ was carried out.  A representative from the charity 
came into school to collect a cheque and spoke to S3 about the work that they do.

In June 2018 the school was ready to be assessed for the 
Gold Award, after two years of hard work from pupils and 
staff. Two inspectors were firstly taken on a tour of both 
school buildings, led by two P7 and two S4 pupils who were 
part of the steering group. The tour included visits to different 
classrooms so the inspectors could question classes. The 
inspectors also asked their tour guides many questions along 
the way. Afterwards the inspectors assessed the knowledge 
of pupils from different year groups who weren’t members 
of the steering group.

The inspectors also examined the evidence which exemplified the three criteria required to gain the 
award. Once the inspection was complete we were told that we would have to wait six weeks to hear 
if we were successful as the evidence for Gold status had to be approved by an Accreditation and 
Standards Committee.  Thankfully the school passed with flying colors showing that the inspectors were 
very happy with what the school achieved. They stated in the report that:

Zahra Kasem 5MO

‘Children had an impressive understanding of key rights concepts and were confident in linking this to 
practical examples of real life situations.  It was readily apparent to assessors that pupils across the school 
understood and appreciated their place in the world, as well as considering what actions they could take 
to make it a better place.’
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Miss Eleanor McArthur
Our cherished Eleanor McArthur died peacefully, in a Clydebank hospice, 
on Tuesday 19th June and scarcely a month short of her ninety-first 
birthday. Her fond association with our school spanned an astonishing 
eight decades, as pupil, teacher and friend, and her passing is epochal.

Eleanor Marion McArthur was one of four children, born of good 
Scots parents in Luton, Bedfordshire on 11th July 1927 and who flitted 
to Glasgow before her education began – and of rich ancestry, from 
miners near Hamilton to Gaelic-speaking Highlanders on the braes of 
the Great Glen.

She attended Blairdardie Primary School and, briefly, Hyndland Secondary School before, in 1939, 
she was transferred to Jordanhill College School. The war years were excessively exciting for its 
pupils, from chaotic evacuation to some local bombing, and for much of the conflict’s duration they 
were even denied use of the requisitioned school building. 

Yet, amidst upheaval, the school recorded its best ever examination results; Miss McArthur had good 
stories of her instruction in assorted makeshift premises and lifelong regard for her old headmaster, 
the bristling and energetic Andrew Walker.

‘Elma,’ as her family and intimates knew her, was also, by the time of her 1945 departure (as a 
Captain of the school) fascinated by the arts of the pedagogue – the classroom as a stage; the 
complex made explicable; the endless entertainment in children – and it surprised few when, after 
completing an Honours degree in mathematics at Glasgow University and subsequent training at 
Jordanhill College, she herself entered the profession.

After some years at the chalk face in, first, Hillhead Secondary School and then at Dollar Academy, 
in 1955 Miss McArthur was wooed back to Jordanhill College School – and made it her life’s work, 
retiring thirty-two years later as the very last of Andrew Walker’s appointments.

Women teachers were long the shabby little secret of Scotland’s schools. Until the exigencies of 
the war, marriage entailed instant dismissal; barely forty years ago they were paid less than their 
male colleagues and, as late as 1981, there were only eight female head teachers in our entire state 
secondary sector.

But Miss McArthur, of blazing intellect, regal bearing and zestful humour, would be neither patronised 
nor sidelined. Teaching, she confided last year, is ‘really just a lot of hammy acting,’ but it was a role 
for which she might have been born. Of endless patience, a keen grasp of the teenage brain and 
a love of her subject, she made a point – in the pre-Eighties era when pupils were still ‘streamed’ 
at the end of Form I – of taking the weakest Secondary 2 maths set herself and with not a few 
spectacular successes.

Possessed of wide-set eyes of translucent blue, a mobile face and an elegant stride, she commanded 
any space as if it were the King’s Theatre. The least classroom trouble, according to its gravity, was 
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quelled by anything from a coquettish flick of her head to a spine-melting glare. As occasion demanded, 
she could turn in an instant from the Queen Mum to Caligula and, thanks to her tightly permed curls 
and handsome features, she early – and this is always a sign of pupil esteem – acquired a nickname.

No one ever dared actually to address Miss McArthur as ‘Medusa,’ and in retirement she adopted 
a softer coiffure; but once, in a salon owned by a former pupil, Miss McArthur impishly asked the 
very young hairdresser (in the horrified hearing of that alumnus) if close steely curls might suit her. 
‘Oh, no,’ gasped the lassie, ‘it’d look as if snakes were coming out of your head!’ Our late friend dined 
out on that story for weeks.

The years in which Miss McArthur taught at Jordanhill saw not just tumultuous social change but more 
reform and upheaval in Scotland’s schools than in the century preceding. She rose to such challenges 
with relish, emerging in time as Principal Teacher of Mathematics. And, on the 1964 retirement of 
the formidable Miss Chesters, she was promoted to what now sounds like the faintly ridiculous 
role of ‘Woman Advisor’ - taking in hand school medical matters and girls’ disciplinary issues of the 
lipstick-and-hemline nature thought unseemly for men to raise. We should remember that for Miss 
McArthur’s entire Jordanhill career male and female teachers were consigned to separate staff-rooms.

By the late 1970s, as our society grew rapidly more secular and as more and more mothers entered 
the workplace, it became evident that schools had a more important part to play in succouring 
our youth than the mere impartation of knowledge. Now elevated to Assistant Head Teacher, Miss 
McArthur was placed in command of a strange new sphere of school life – ‘Guidance’ – and became 
effectively the pastoral head of Jordanhill secondary pupils. With two eager young male lieutenants, 
Dr Joe McKendrick and David Moir, it was a part for which Miss McArthur was abundantly equipped 
and she rose to its challenges with relish – shaping, for instance and in close engagement with parents, 
the school’s first sex-education programme.

It is tempting to ask what might have happened had Miss McArthur bid to succeed Mr Branston 
on his 1980 retiral. They were extraordinarily close and, still with a few years left in the tank, she 
would have made an exceptional commander of the school. But she struck an immediate rapport 
with his successor, Alastair Cram, and her final stretch of Jordanhill service was one of quiet glory.
 
Few expected Miss McAr thur, 
on 1987 retirement, to cur l up 
somewhere with the Woman’s 
Weekly. Nor did she. She travelled 
avidly and for decades, covering – for 
instance – most of China and usually 
in the company of the late Margaret 
Cockburn, sometime classmate and 
colleague. They subsequently hosted 
popular slide-shows of these intrepid 
voyagings. 
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Miss McArthur served as President of Glasgow’s National Geographic Society and, in her eighties, 
took avidly to sudoku puzzles. And she studied tirelessly, more than once cheerfully dismissing her 
minister with, ‘George, I’m learning something new. See you on Sunday morning!’

Broomhill Parish Church positively pivoted around her: she was superintendent of its Sunday School 
and its first woman elder. A most earnest Christian – though by no means stuffy - she instituted a 
monthly lunch-date with such esteemed Jordanhill veterans as Mary Mann, Agnes McDonald and 
Margaret Goodwin.

Earlier this year, when she was already gravely 
ill, Miss McArthur penned a warm tribute to 
Margaret Cockburn for these pages – and, 
elegant to the last, with one or another of 
her stylish sticks, she loved the school’s classy 
quinquennial dinners. But one always had to join 
the queue stretching from her table; so many 
were the former pupils – some in their seventies 
– waiting to make obeisance to their esteemed 
old teacher.

Eleanor McArthur’s ashes have been scattered 
on her ancestral shores by Loch Lomond.
She will be remembered by Jordanhill staff and pupils, all 
over the world and for decades to come - and always with warmth and honour.

John MacLeod
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As with music, so with life 
Made In Helmsdale singers meet on Monday 
evenings, I’ve started ‘Let Us Now Praise Famous 
Men’, Vaughan Williams’ setting which featured 
regularly in Jordanhill’s Remembrance annual 
services.  More than half a century later, I still draw 
on my musical upbringing in the school.

Jordanhill was the most significant single influence in 
my musical life, affecting me even before I became 
a pupil in 1961.

I’d longed for a piano for as long as I could 
remember, and aged nine, finally became the 
delighted owner of a huge 1907 upright, which 
my parents bought for £15.  Mummy set herself 
to finding a teacher for me, and we duly arrived 
at a spacious flat in Falkland Street, to meet Miss 
Miller.   My first impressions were that she was 
young, very pretty and friendly, and I adored her.  
Very soon, it seemed, we began ‘First Year Piano 
Classics’, where I first met such as Purcell, Mozart, 
and Tchaikovsky.  One evening, I noticed a school 
photograph on her side table.

“Miss Miller, I think that’s our Tawny Owl, Miss 
Brown?”

“That’s right, Ruth.  We were at Jordanhill together.  
-It’s a very good school.” 

I learned incrementally that Miss Miller’s brother 
had also attended Jordanhill, and that she’d have 
loved to play the clarinet.  I didn’t know what that 
was, but if Miss Miller thought it worthy, it must have 
been. A gloriously happy time.  One day, she gave 
me a letter, which I assumed was her termly invoice.   

However, Mummy said it was notice that Miss Miller 
intended to give up private teaching, as she was 
about to be married.  I’d noticed the sparkling ring 
which had come to grace her left hand, but hadn’t 
grasped its dreadful implications for me.   Nearing 
the end of primary seven, I decided that I’d like to 
go to Miss Miller’s school.  To my delight, I passed 
the entrance exam and interview with Mr Branston, 
trading my navy blue uniform for the brown and 
cream of 45 Chamberlain Road.
After my first few bewildering weeks at JCS, a new 
opportunity arose.  One of the English teachers, Mr 
Currie, announced that he would start Recorder 
classes at Friday lunchtimes.  Practically everyone 
in my class paid ten shillings (50p) for a recorder, 
and in the following months, Mr Currie, also a 
fine pianist, introduced us to Brian Bonsor and 
many more.  I didn’t know then, that John Currie 
was a wonderful musician and music educator.  I 
couldn’t know that I would play in concerts with 
the SNO chorus, while he was chorus-master, nor 
that one of the most memorable events of my 
musical life would be a performance of Purcell’s 
“Faerie Queen” in the Henry Wood Hall, in which 
he directed his elite group of singers, and I was 
privileged to play basso continuo, with that prince 
of ‘cellists, John McInulty.

During my first year at JCS, weekly class music 
lessons (singing, with some listening) were given by 
Mr Wylie.   He was an accomplished pianist, for the 
Hall’s grand regularly quivered under the demands 
of Liszt and similar.    
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As sole teacher of Music, Mr Wylie not only 
administered Music to what is now the BGE, but 
also the then ‘O’ level and Higher classes.  Not a 
satisfactory situation, and for 1962 a second music 
teacher was engaged, with the appointment of 
Mr Thomson (Stan to all, behind his back) whose 
principal instrument was the trombone.  Mr 
Thomson had been a mature student who came 
to us fresh from The Royal Scottish Academy of 
Music & Drama. With hindsight, Mr Thomson and 
Mr Wylie must have been each other’s hair shirts, 
for they were as dissimilar as they could be, though 
the school’s music making was enriched for that. 

The introduction of brass playing to JCS was an 
inspirational initiative. Although I confidently say 
that in the final analysis no instrument is any easier 
to play than another, yet brass instruments are 
relatively straightforward for beginners, enabling 
them to participate quickly in the satisfaction of 
group music-making.  The school is therefore to be 
commended for being a prime-mover in making 
music more accessible to a wider range of learners.
My best friend, Gillian and I were apprehensive 
when informed that recorders would now be 
run by Mr Thomson. His was a loud personality, 
with or without his trombone.  In fact, Gillian and 
I had decided that we loathed brass. At the end 
of that first recorder session, Mr Thomson actually 
suggested to Gillian and me that as we were 
quite competent players, we might like to join his 
brass group!  Twenty four hours later, curiosity 
had overcome our scruples, and it was settled 
that Gillian would learn trumpet, I the raucous 
trombone.

That year, S3, music became a major occupation.   
From our very first appearance with the brass 
group in early October, when Gillian and I could 
only play a few notes, we had progressed sufficiently 
to be able to join in fully at the annual Christmas 
concer t, where Mr Thomson had arranged a 
Gabrieli Antiphon for two brass choirs.   It was a 
clever choice, for as many remember, the school 
hall had an open overhead gallery at each end, 
perfect for music by a composer who made such 
use of the galleries in St Mark’s, Venice.   For the 
first time, we youngsters experienced the pressures 

of performance.    All involved were granted extra 
time off regular classes for additional rehearsals.   Mr 
Wylie directed one choir, Mr Thomson the other, 
drilling us all through the syncopated rhythms with 
his own brand of energetic phonetics,

Christmas concer ts became mushrooming 
mega-events, featuring not only brass players, but 
the string and woodwind players of the school 
orchestra, recorder group, and junior and senior 
choirs, plus solos from individual stars. It was 
thrilling to be part of this, well worth lugging a 
heavy trombone case to school in addition to the 
daily schoolbag.   

Although I thoroughly enjoyed the trombone, I 
knew that I’d never be a great player. I struggled 
to reach high notes, and recognised that I didn’t 
make the same sort of sound as Mr Thomson.  I 
asked Mr Wylie, if I might learn the ‘cello, but he 
shook his head.
“You already play trombone and recorder, and 
anyway, you should start the ‘cello when you’re 
younger.” 
I was fifteen.  
“However, we’re going to need another double 
bass player, as Michael Calder’s leaving this year.  
Why not try that?”
I wasn’t impressed, for the school double bass 
was an ancient grumbling gut-strung monster, 
russet-varnished flanks scarred by many collisions.   
Gillian, who learned piano with Mr Wylie, related 
overhearing his discussion with the instructor, Mr 
Campbell, during her lunchtime lesson.  He’d asked 
whether any of the beginning double bass pupils 
showed potential, and Mr Campbell’s reply had 
been that I had seemed most promising.   In view 
of my first experience, this faint praise seemed 
irrelevant as I’d decided that I wasn’t up for further 
sessions of sawing.

Gillian (much more musically clued-up than I) 
organised a few of us chums to go to some of 
the Promenade Concerts, given by The SNO in 
the elephant-scented arena of the Kelvin Hall.  I 
had never been to an orchestral concert before. 
I couldn’t take my eyes off the players, ladies in 
long black dresses, gentlemen in dinner jackets.  At 
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the interval, I spotted the musicians in their own 
area, drinking tea, which seemed oddly mundane 
for such superhuman beings.  I was fascinated by 
the whole experience, and through the second 
half, my mind revolved about how I could become 
an orchestral player.  In the section of eight bass 
players, including my teacher, I realised that there 
was one woman.  Sorted.

My new found ambition generated surprise and 
concern at home.   My parents knew nothing about 
professional music making, or its prospects for their 
daughter, especially as I emphasised that I didn’t 
want to become a music teacher.  Not at all.  Never.

Somehow, things fell into place.  Michael Calder, 
about to leave school to do music at Glasgow 
University, was already a player of standing in the 
National Youth Orchestra of Great Britain, and 
the Glasgow Schools’ First Orchestra.   He would 
become Principal Bass in the Halle Orchestra, but 
just then was trading up his first bass for a better 
model.   After serious discussion, this time the hefty 
sum of £45 forked out for a neat Tirolean bass - an 
Arab filly to the school’s dour dray horse.

The new session saw Gillian and I launched into 
‘O’-level music with Mr Wylie.   For me, the real 
challenge was learning to play the double bass in 
the three years available to me before auditioning 
for (as I thought) the Royal Scottish Academy of 
Music & Drama.  

Change happens, and before the session was 
halfway, Mr Wylie left, Mr Thomson became head 
of department and was joined by yet another 
character (a pattern here?) Mr Houghton, who 
quickly earned the nickname ‘Fidel’, due to his 
resemblance to Castro.  School concerts became 
ever more sophisticated, and we began to visit 
other venues, including Paisley Abbey and Glasgow 
Cathedral.   In fact, mention ‘Christmas’ to me even 
now, and I am back rehearsing Thomas di Santa 
Maria in the dim religious gloom of the Cathedral.  
Summer terms brought the annual Gilbert and 
Sullivan production, and between whiles we sang 
choral music ancient and modern.

Our diaspora was June 1967.  Gillian would study 
Music at Glasgow University.  What Mr Wylie had 
said about being too old to learn the ‘cello wasn’t 
quite true, I now know.  As with music, so with life.  
If you want to do it, you will.

Ruth Whittaker, Class of ‘67
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Working up the comedy ladder
I started doing stand-up comedy just under 2 years 
after leaving Jordanhill. I went down to a comedy 
club in Liverpool where I was a student and after 
watching the show and having possibly a drink too 
many I decided that I wanted to give it a shot and 
signed up for the new act night the next week. The 
gig the following week went reasonably well and 
then I was hooked. 

That was over 10 years ago now and in that time I’ve 
been lucky enough to work my way up the comedy 
ladder and now I’m currently on my first ever solo 
tour playing theatres and art centres around the 
UK and abroad.

The show I’m currently doing on tour is a world’s 
first; it’s the first comedy show ever to be done 
in Sign Language and English by the performer. 
My mum and dad are both deaf so I grew up learning sign language.  I first performed the show in 
March 2017 and since then I have had 470 deaf people come to their first ever comedy show which 
is something I’m very proud of. At least I was until I realised deaf people pay concession prices and the 
show had actually lost me a little bit of money.

In 2018 my show ‘Deaf Comedy Fam’ has won 5 awards in Australia and in the UK and in July I became 
the first comedian ever to win a Scottish Culture Award. As ever, the first people to congratulate me 
were my mates I went to school with who have always been supportive ever since I started.

I think one of the great things about Jordanhill is the way 
friendships are formed and the way they continue post 
school. The nature of everyone living so close together lets 
you hang out a lot more after school. My best friends are 
all people from my primary 1 class. I think that’s because I 
really like them and not just because I’m too lazy to make 
new friends and settled very early.

Travelling to the other end of the world by yourself for 6-10 
weeks at a time can be quite a lonely thing to do when 

heading to Australia or New Zealand for Comedy Festivals but I have yet to travel somewhere that 
there isn’t a former pupil of Jordanhill School that I can hang out with in a far flung destination. This is 
something that is quite unique amongst my comedy friends and a nuance that I love in that I can have 
a drink with someone in Adelaide who lived in a similar postcode 17 years ago.

Some of the previous ones have included performing at the Kings Theatre in Glasgow which I’ve now 
done 5 times; sell out an Edinburgh festival full run which I’ve now done twice and host a Radio Scotland 
show without swearing live on air which I successfully managed a few weeks ago much to the relief of 
the producers and my family.



13FP News

You get some surreal gig offers by email quite a lot, and worst of all an email asking me to perform at 
Jordanhill School Charity Dinner!

It was incredibly surreal. It was to be 
held in the school hall, a room that 20 
years previously I was forced to sit cross 
legged to hear that I hadn’t won Pupil of 
the Month yet again. I was greeted by Dr 
Thomson who said I could call him Paul 
but I thought that was a trap so I didn’t 
fall for it. The dinner itself was a privilege 
to be a part of and the sixth years ended 
up raising a huge amount of money for a 
great cause as they do every year.

I’ll be on tour in the UK for the rest of 2018 and in Australia and New Zealand in the start of 2019 
before doing a new show at the Edinburgh Festival next August. It would be great to see some of you at 
a show and I promise to buy you a drink if you turn up wearing a Jordanhill blazer.  But please whatever 
you do, don’t come to a gig and heckle me with ‘Ad Suma Nitor’.

Ray Bradshaw

Global Award for Dr Stephen MacDonald
Former pupil, Dr Stephen Macdonald (FP 1988) now in Australia has 
been named as a winner of the Global Sepsis Alliance Awards in the 
individuals’ category. 

The Global Sepsis Awards honour outstanding efforts to increase 
sepsis awareness and raise the quality of sepsis prevention and 
management.

Stephen was recognized for his leading role in designing and conducting 
landmark clinical trials. The award also recognised his engagement as 
specialist emergency physician in the context of a National Sepsis 
Forum hosted by the Australian Sepsis Network. This aimed to raise 
community/professional awareness of sepsis and harmonize clinical 
and research priorities across Australia. His work resulted in a health 
policy in sepsis report entitled Stopping Sepsis: A National Action Plan.
We congratulate Stephen on this global recognition, national 
achievement and inspiration to others in such important ground-
breaking work.
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Design Thinking and developments in the 
Danish partnership
Gl. Avernæs Sinatur Hotel & Konference          9-11 April 2018

Since initial contact was made in 2014, Jordanhill’s 
Design and Technology department has gone 
on to form close links with the VIA University 
College in Aarhus, Denmark. Following a highly 
successful visit working with teachers in 2106, a 
further visit was arranged in April 2018.

In Denmark, teachers typically teach across a 
range of different subject areas in schools which 
cater for pupils aged

6-16. In recent years there has been a national 
drive to modernise technology teaching and 
as part of this process there has been a need 
to upskill teaching staff in a range of areas. The 
focus of the most recent visit was to share 
good practice in supporting pupils through the 
different phases of the design process and allow 
teachers to experience this first hand.

In the course of the three day trip I delivered a 
keynote to Danish teachers illustrating the type 
of design work we do in Jordanhill, and sharing 
examples of the impressive work produced 
by the pupils in the department. The Danish 
teachers also had the opportunity to take part in 
workshops which took them through the design 
process similar to that followed by our pupils, in 
this case, developing a prototype for a pair of 
novelty glasses in an eyewear project.

Once the designs were developed, participants 
used a por table laser cutter to produce a 
wearable pair of glasses.

The stunning Gl. Avernæs Sinatur conference centre near Ebberup in southern Denmark

Waiting for the keynote. 100 teachers from across Denmark chose to attend the conference.

Laura had never used a laser cutter before.
I was impressed that her design matched her jewellery.



15Jordanhill School

Interior shot of the Silkeborg makerspace. To the left, a stage area and seminar room with space for
100 students. To the right, roof mounted retractable partitions to create spaces for groups to work.

Furniture is modular to ensure flexible use. Bright, spacious and inspiring!

This was the first time most of them had seen CADCAM 
technology.

This demonstrates the importance of introducing such 
technology into design departments. Young people see the 
‘spark’ of potential that this technology offers.

In addition to providing input to teachers on how design 
education is delivered in Jordanhill, I was invited to visit a 
‘Makerspace’ run by Hanne Andersen and her team, whose 
work has been recognized as a centre of excellence in the 
Fablearn network by the University of Stanford.

Makerspace is a community based venture aimed at 
introducing both analogue and digital technology to all 
members of the local community. In Silkeborg where Hanne’s 
team are based the project is situated in the local library 
which was extended to include conference space, green 
screen rooms, workshop and performance spaces. It is used 
by both groups of school pupils working on STEM projects 
and members of the public working on their own projects. In 
practice this means younger and older learners use the space 
together allowing for different expertise and experience to 
be shared.

As a result of the departmental links with this innovative team, 
we are excited to announce that Hanne is visiting the school 
later this month for a week long programme of meetings 
and activities. She is coming with a delegation of 25 others 
who work in Danish education at all levels allowing Jordanhill 
School to be at the centre of international collaboration in 
design education.

Paul Jennings, September 2018
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Thank you to everyone who attended the S6 Charity Dinner to 
raise an outstanding total of over £11,000 for ReviveMS Support 
in Govan.  Particular thanks to special guest and former pupil Ray 
Bradshaw for comedy entertainment!  Special thanks too for all the 
S6 helpers who made sure this was a great night!

Charity Dinner 2018
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Summer Ball 2018: Marr Hall
The Summer Ball for S5 and S6 was held once again 
at Marr Hall, Renfrewshire, in the terrace overlooking 
the Clyde. 

School Captains Nuala Lynch Small and Mathew 
Bruton welcomed everyone to an evening of excellent 
hospitality and dancing!

Thanks to all teachers who attended and the staff of 
Marr Hall.
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Sports Day 2018
Congratulations to all competitors for the superb efforts 
on Sports Day 2018. Thanks also to Savills for support and 
Warriors appearances!

Sports Champions listed below (17/18 year groups)

P7 Boys Calum Paterson
P7 Girls Ruth Thomson
S1 Boys Magnus Mackenzie
S1 Girls Beth Bushell
S2 Boys Tony Anderson
S2 Girls Ella Ritchie, Sarah Ross (Joint Award)
S3 Boys Kevin Lynch Small
S3 Girls Kirsten Hay, Romey Abu-Rajab  (Joint Award)
Senior Boys Finlay Callaghan
Senior Girls Adie Murray
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JORDANHILL SCHOOL 
PRIZEGIVING 
June 2018 
Iain Smith OBE

Jordanhill gave me something very valuable indeed. Something 
I only began to appreciate a long time after I had left the 
school.

You see this school gave me self-belief and self-discipline. It 
didn’t give up on me or reject me or bully me. It steered me 
and nurtured me. It gave me an environment within which 
I was encouraged to think for myself.

It gave me a respect for the idea of learning as a thing in itself. It taught me to be curious and interested, 
and to enquire beyond the obvious.

It helped me realise that listening is the better half of discussion. If you don’t listen you won’t learn. To 
my advantage, that lesson has lasted all my life and is with me still.

And now, I’ve made many successful films; worked all over the world, with amazing, talented people; 
famous and powerful people – some of whom were even quite nice. And won many prizes, Oscars 
and BAFTAs among them.

To finish, I’d just like to share some wee bits of advice that have helped me over the years:

1. Never be late. Always be on time, or even – God forbid – be early.

2. Whatever you do, try to follow your passions. If you enjoy doing something, you’ll do it well. And if 
you do it well, you’ll reap the rewards.

3. Always remember that you exist to help others, and not the other way around.

4. Understand that luck isn’t handed out like lollipops. The harder you work, the luckier you get.

5. Have courage. It’s not easy overcoming your fears, but Mother Nature almost always rewards human 
courage – sometimes in unexpected ways. Nothing worthwhile is achieved without courage.

6. Above all, keep walking forward. I’ve made every mistake in the book. I’ve failed many, many times, 
but when I fell flat on my face I got straight back up again and kept on walking forward.

Our principal guest this year made a big impact with his 
speech and we wanted to share some of Iain’s words in 
this abridged version. 
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This year’s principal guest was Iain Smith OBE, a 
former pupil, who is now an eminent, BAFTA award 
winning film producer. 

He was associate producer for Local Hero and has 
executive produced numerous well-known films 
including Seven Years in Tibet, Entrapment, Cold 
Mountain, and Mad Max: Fury Road.

He served on the boards of the UK Film Council, 
Scottish Screen, the Joint board of Creative 
Scotland, the Scottish Film Council, the Scottish 
Film Production Fund, a director of the Children’s 
Film and Television Foundation, and as Chair of the 
Edinburgh International Film Festival. He is currently 
a patron of the London Film School, and Chair of 
the British Film Commission.

All photographs from the Prizegiving day can be 
viewed and ordered online from the Parents page 
on the website.

He received the Order of the British Empire in 
the 2008 New Year Honours for services to the 
film industry.

During the ceremony School Captains, Nuala Lynch 
Small and Matthew Bruton presented a cheque of 
£22,800 to ReviveMS.

Prizegiving 25th June 2018

Nuala and Matthew also introduced their successors 
Annie MacDonald and Fergus Blyth.
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School Dux SV
Gillian Foote

Proxime Accessit SV
Fergus Blyth

William T Branston Memorial Dux SVI
Ewan Sutherland

Andrew Walker Proxime Accessit SVI
Maia Gibb

Robert Galbraith Young Prize in 
Mathematics & Science
Ben Hughes

House Shield Winners
St John

The Mary & Iain Mann Prize for 
Creative Writing (S1-S3)
Hannah McIndoe

Young Musician of the Year
Ross Glendinning

Sports Champions
Adie Murray
Finlay Callaghan
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Glasgow Museums Schools Art 
Competition Winners
Gold Medal Winners

Hannah Leydon
and the Dr T.J. Honeyman Snr Award   Tomisin Ibigbemi

Euan Sanders     Daniella Farelly
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Silver Medal Winners 

Brooke Caldwell              Katy Galbraith

Megan Hoy                                                   Bronze medal, Katie Welsh
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Highly Commended: 
(l to r) Hannah Drummond, Eilidh Munro, Helen Reid, Niamh Cooney, 

Commended: 
(l to r) Charvi Marwaha, Freja Green, Luc Symington Morven Callen, Sarah Foster, 

and Sarah Arthur
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Highly Commended: 
(l to r) Hannah Drummond, Eilidh Munro, Helen Reid, Niamh Cooney, 

Commended: 
(l to r) Charvi Marwaha, Freja Green, Luc Symington Morven Callen, Sarah Foster, 

and Sarah Arthur

New Pitches Launch
Over the Summer the all-weather pitch was replaced and a new 3G surface laid on the MUGA.  Here 
are some progress shots of the installation.

Thank you to everyone who made contributions to the appeal for 
the new pitches raising over £12,600.

The campaign for the school’s development, Striving Higher, is now seeking 
support through regular giving towards ongoing future co-curricular and 
extracurricular activity. Parents will be invited to evenings before end of 
current session to gain an understanding of the campaign and how best to 
support the school’s future development.

If you are a parent or a former pupil, you can find out how to give on the development pages of the 
website:  www.jordanhill.glasgow.sch.uk/development/
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Thank you to Fairways Sportsgrounds 
and STRI who delivered and supported 
the pitches project and launch.

On Friday 14th September, it was 
very special to invite back former 
parent John Beattie, BBC Scotland 
presenter and former Scotland rugby 
internationalist, to formally open our 
new all-weather pitch.

Four of the senior ladies Scotland 
Hockey team also helped launch 
the MUGA with training sessions 
for primary hockey.

We also enjoyed an appearance from 
Scottish Hockey mascot ‘Hamish!’

Credit for pictures to S6 H Photography 
pupils Fraser and Laurie.



31Jordanhill School

Glasgow Doors Open Day
On Saturday 15th September the School participated for 
the first time in the Glasgow Doors Open Day Festival.  We 
were delighted to welcome over 250 visitors, former pupils, 
former families, former staff and even future families!  Tours 
were led superbly by 22 volunteers from S6.

It was great occasion for many for reminisces and reconnecting with old friends and even 
old teachers!  We hope to repeat this possibly next year and certainly in 2020 for our 
centenary year.

Help needed: 
Centenary Heritage Display
One element of our centenary celebrations we are 
planning is to develop a heritage display.  This will 
incorporate the original architectural plans for the 
School 

We need some exper t suppor t for this so we 
are calling out to architects amongst the former 
pupil community to help with interpretation and a 
storyboard for the exhibition.

Please get in touch with our Development Director, 
Gavin McLellan
mclellang@jordanhill.glasgow.sch.uk

The plans can currently be viewed online at:
www.mackintosh-architecture.gla.ac.uk

© Images courtesy of CSGCIC Glasgow Libraries Collection.
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S1 Art and Science Trip to the Glasgow 
Botanic Gardens
Our new S1 pupils enjoyed a fantastic sunny day of Art and Science 
workshops at the Botanic Gardens in September.  This long standing 
excursion, over two days, links closely with the Art and Science 
work being carried out in school and adds a valuable and exciting 
dimension to the curriculum, while building an appreciation of the 
links between Art and Science.  Over the course of the two days, 
pupils were split into small groups and took part in three activities; 
a drawing workshop, an Eco-Printing workshop and a Science talk.

Drawing in the Kibble Palace:
The pupils spent an hour producing an analytical drawing of a 
section of a plant of their choosing.  They produced some amazing 
line and tonal drawings to effectively describe what they were 
looking at.  Much in the same way that Leonardo Da Vinci used 
drawing to observe the natural world for discovery and design 
inspiration, these drawings will be used to start off the research 
for the S1 Product Design projects.

Eco-Print Workshops:
To celebrate zero waste week, Glasgow based artist, Elisabeth 
Culshaw, worked with the S1 pupils on eco printing and eco dying 
(indigo) workshops in the Kibble Palace. All 100 pupils learned to 
Eco/print and dye the traditional way, producing beautiful prints 
using nature.  These prints will be incorporated into the pupils’ 
Design portfolios as valuable pieces of visual research on their 
plant theme.

Science Talks:
A tour of the glass houses by the Education Officer was directly 
relevant to the S1 photosynthesis topic.  As well as the plants and 
the many ways in which they have been used, pupils were enthused 
by the stories of the versatility of plants and their unique traits.   
Importantly, pupils were able to see first-hand the plants which have led to frontline developments in 
medicines, computers, materials, genetics and food groups.  The historical aspects of plant use not only 
provided interest and knowledge but humour and curricular history relevance too.

We are very grateful to the school’s Educational Amenities Trust fund who gave us a grant for this 
project. Consequently, all pupils were able to participate free of charge.
(Photographs, courtesy of Elisabeth Culshaw at ‘the Lansdowne House of Stencils’).
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P5 Outdoor 
Education
Before the summer holiday P5 where lucky 
enough to take part in Outdoor Education. 
Over 9 days we went to Bardowie Loch and 
Mugdock Country Park to take part in a fun 
and active term filled with lots of pulse racing, 
exhilarating activities such as sailing, kayaking, 
canoeing, outdoor science and orienteering.

Whilst kayaking at Bardowie we did exercises 
such as water rugby, water-tag, hand paddling 
and bump a game in which your objective 
was to bump into the other person’s kayak. 
During our sailing sessions we learned to rig 
our dinghies and tack across the loch.

Our visits to Mugdock were action packed 
too! Excitedly we dashed around hunting for 
orienteering points using the skills which Mr 
Sweeny and Mr Clark had taught us. During 
our Outdoor Science sessions we explored 
one of the ponds to capture and study all 
kinds of mini-beasts at very close quarters 
and carried out a lichen survey to check the 
air quality in the woods. We explored nature 
using our senses during Outdoor Learning 
sessions, this time quietly listening to, looking 
at and touching the world around us.

Everyone had a great time over the eight 
weeks, learning a great deal about the natural 
world and ourselves. 

Beth Ross and Tommy MacLaren, P5
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Soccer Aid 2018 
Pupils in Primary 4a took on the responsibility of planning, 
setting up and co-ordinating Soccer Aid 2018 in June.

We organised ourselves into teams of three to run eleven 
different activities using footballs for all pupils from primary 
1 up to 7. Each pupil donated £1 to UNICEF’s Soccer Aid 
appeal and took part in our round robin activities. We had 
to think carefully about which activities would be suitable 
for five year olds up to eleven year olds.

At lunchtime our teacher superstars (Mrs Sinclair, Mr McColl, 
Mr Conner, the Janitors, Miss McIntyre, Mrs Beaton and Mrs 
Fleming) all took part in Beat the Teacher Goalie to raise an 
additional 50p per goal scored. We were all very impressed 
by our teachers’ excellent goalie skills although Mr McColl 
was probably the best! 

P4a were extremely grateful for all the support and as 
we raised a massive £390 which was matched by UKAID 
making £780! 

That is enough for...

1  water pump to give a village clean water
2  ‘schools in a box’ when disaster strikes
4  emergency medical kits
5  lifesaving vaccines for children! 

Our fun football day allowed us, through our work towards 
the Rights Respecting School Gold award, to ensure more 
people around the world have their rights!
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Abernethy 2018
On June 4th 2018, sixty-six excited P6s packed 
up and gleefully rushed to the coach where we 
embarked on our journey to the Abernethy 
Centre, home to the annual P6 school trip.  

Along the way we watched the film ‘Moana’ and 
made a pit stop half way through for a break and 
some sweets (for the lucky ones)!  Eventually 
we arrived and had our lunch. Afterwards, some 
announcements from Mrs McCall and Mr Cameron 
led us to our rooms (for the girls) and chalets (for the boys).  The two of us, and many other 
friends, were allocated to Chalet C with Reverend Sinclair.

Our first of many exhilarating activities was the Orienteering Challenge where we were split into 
our activity groups for the rest of the week. It was great fun, though our group got lost half way 
through! Throughout the week we would go swimming in the centre’s indoor swimming pool to 
freshen up and ready ourselves for free time, dinner and ‘Explore’, the nightly assembly in which 
we would listen to songs, stories and play different games before heading to bed.

Some highlights of our week included 
the zipwire, where Fraser and Jamie 
foolishly let go of the rope and were 
stuck, suspended over the lake for 
around three minutes before being 
rescued by the safety rope.  Another 
highlight was the abseiling tree, where 
many P6s conquered their main fear 
– heights.  There was also a ramble, 
where we hiked 4 kilometres and 
faced an army of angry midges.

In the evenings we gathered in the theatre to watch ‘The 
Greatest Showman’ though, to many people’s dismay, we 
were not allowed to sing as boldly as we would have 
liked! On the final night we all sat around the campfire, 
as we consumed hot dogs and juice. However, the fun 
did not stop there for Chalet C, as the Reverend had the 
movie ‘Sing’ for us to watch after bedtime!
After five days of facing fears, conquering challenges and 
forging new bonds, sixty six P6s were given an experience 
which they would not soon forget.  Thank you to the 
teachers, former pupils, parents and other members of 
staff for this breath-taking experience!

Fraser M Smith and Paul Docherty, P7B
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P7 Trip to York
My highlight of P7 was definitely Flamingo Land in York, 
it was scary but I enjoyed most of the rides. Alongside 
Flamingo Land, we also visited the York Minster, Jorvik 
museum, the steam train, Eden Camp, the ghost walk, 
and we went ten pin bowling. 
Kerry Munro 7A

My favourite part of P7 was definitely York. Before we 
arrived at the hostel we went to the Roman Army 
museum. When we arrived, we found out our rooms. 
We also went to Eden Camp, York Minster and Jorvik 
Museum. We went on a ghost walk, a steam train 
ride, ten pin bowling and we went to chocolate story, 
but best of all we went to Flamingo Land. I went on 
Kumali 3 times with Hugh, Angus, Jock and Ruaraidh.
Gregor Hartley 7A

The best bit of P7 would definitely be York. Before 
we arrived at the hostel, we visited the Roman Army 
Museum. The places we visited throughout York were; 
the York Minster, Eden Camp and Jorvik Museum. We 
also went on a ghost walk, a steam train ride, ten pin 
bowling, and we went to the York Chocolate story 
and best of all Flamingo land. In Flamingo Land, I went 
on a ride called Velocity and I went three times. The 
people in my group were Colin, Keith, Joel, Daniel, 
Oliver, Claudia, Abi, Anna and Guari. 
Callum Speirs 7A

I REALLY enjoyed York. My favourite par t was 
definitely Flamingo Land. I went on Hero (my favourite 
ride) twice, Metropolis three times, Voodoo twice, the 
cars once and the swings twice as well. I also really 
enjoyed going shopping in York, and I bought lots of 
overpriced things. It was worth it, though!
Anna Hazard 7A

The highlight of the year was definitely York it was 
amazing. There was Jorvik, the Chocolate Story, the 
ghost tour, York Minster, bowling, the steam train ride 
and Flamingo Land. But the highlight for me personally 
was Eden Camp. It had so many things to do, like 
explore a sinking U-boat or run through London 
during the blitz.
Iain McCallum 7A
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S1 Raasay 2018
A total of 87 S1 pupils made their way to Raasay this year. We had fantastic weather and everyone 
enjoyed all of the activities including kayaking, climbing, abseiling, island exploring, sailing, pier jumping, 

beach and field games.

S1 Raasay 2018 
 
A total of 87 S1 pupils made their way to Raasay this year. We had fantastic weather and everyone enjoyed all of 
the activities including kayaking, climbing, abseiling, island exploring, sailing, pier jumping, beach and field games. 
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S1 Bannockburn
This was a week I had been looking forward 
to since I had first heard about it.  Many of 
our classes linked into our Bannockburn 
experience including our hard work in 
Geography.

In Geography, we researched the Battle 
of Bannockburn battle scene and debated 
where the battle actually took place.

In Science, we found out about the medicine they used during the time of the battle.  This was interesting 
as it was very unusual because of the materials they use for example, plants.  We also designed a battle 
poster on Photoshop, which I really enjoyed.  

During Music, we had to choose a battle song to go with our re-enactment.  
After out battle we had a traditional huge feast as Scotland did when they 
won against England.  We ate as much as we could, filling out mouths with 
a variety of food such as chicken and cakes.

A fun part of our Bannockburn experience was that we got two medieval 
specialist re-enactors who taught us medieval fighting techniques.  At the 
end, we got to re-enact the battle with one half of the class on the English 
side and the other half on the Scottish side.  As part of the experience, we 
got to go on a trip to the Bannockburn centre in Stirling.  It was a lot of 
fun, we got to try on costumes and weapons that the people of that time 
would have worm.  

Next, we had a 3-D experience.  That was the best part; we got to stand in the middle with massive 
scenes of the battle, projected onto walls.  The last thing on our trip was a 2-way class digital battle re-
enactment.  Overall, I really enjoyed the Bannockburn experience and would do it again!

Alasdair Fisher and Archie Graham, S1 
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Wicked
In May the Music and Drama 
department took 50 S2 pupils on 
a visit to the Edinburgh Dungeon 
then onto Edinburgh Playhouse to 
see a performance of the hit musical 
‘Wicked’.

Highlights of the Dungeon included 
the scary boat ride when actors 
jumped out and sprayed water onto 
pupils and when some of our pupils 
were accused of being witches and 
had to go into the cells – luckily we 
got them back!

We had a lunch stop in Princes 
Street Gardens then walked to the 
playhouse. The show was fantastic, lots of singing along and a well-deserved standing ovation for the 
cast at the end.

39Jordanhill School
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S3 Lockerbie 2018 
S3 pupils travelled to the beautiful Dumfries and 
Galloway countryside at the end of May to enjoy a 
fun filled week of outdoor activities at the picturesque 
Lockerbie Manor.

The trip is specifically designed to enable pupils to 
expand their social circles and to experience activities 
that they might not normally have the chance to 
experience back home. The pupils par ticularly 
seemed to enjoy the water activities such as kayaking, 
stand up paddle boarding and raft building, in the 
glorious Scottish sunshine.

This year was the second year that pupils tackled the challenge of an overnight expedition. This saw 
pupils trekking through the nearby scenic Moffat hills before setting up camp close to the 500 foot deep 
hollow known as ‘The Devil’s Beef Tub’.

Pupils felt a real sense of achievement upon completion of the expedition, with many commenting on 
their increased confidence and enthusiasm regarding outdoor challenges.

“.We were fed good food at our meals and the activities during the week were fun with crate building 
being my favourite. The expedition was more challenging than some expected I think, but was also a lot 
of fun. All in all, Lockerbie was a great trip, and we couldn’t have asked for much more”. 
Finlay Tungatt, 4CR.

“My favourite activity though was definitely the expedition. It was a challenging walk for everyone, but it 
was so worth it. The views were amazing, and you felt like you had accomplished a lot. The instructors 
that we had were so nice. I got on with them well, and they let us navigate ourselves on the expedition 
which was good practice. The food was also very good, especially when you are as hungry”. 
Niamh Hay, 4MO.
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Mathematics Pupil Achievements
The summer term of 2018 brought terrific results for our young mathematicians. 

The SMC Awards

The Scottish Mathematical Council (SMC) runs a challenge each year which pupils enter voluntarily. 
We were delighted in particular for Priyanka Santhakumar who achieved a Silver Award in the Middle 
Level and for Richard Yu who achieved Gold in the Junior Level. Both pupils were invited to an awards 
ceremony at the University of Glasgow where they enjoyed a presentation on Platonic Solids, a delicious 
lunch and finally they were rewarded with a certificate and a mug.
     

    

       Priyanka Santhakumar                  Richard Yu                     Richard and Priyanka

The UKMT Achievements

The UK Mathematics Trust runs school challenges for Junior, Intermediate and Senior levels. Our pupils 
excelled this year with Lucy Robinson of P7 and Carrick Gibb of S2 St John qualifying for the Junior 
Kangaroo - a European competition.

Joshua Liang of P7 and Richard Yu, S2 St John, both qualified for the prestigious Junior Olympiad 
Challenge. Joshua won a Gold Medal and Richard a Silver Medal (Richard also achieved a distinction in 
the Intermediate Olympiad which is generally for pupils in S3/S4). Richard and Carrick have been invited 
to a two day Maths Circle event at the University of Strathclyde in September. 
       

  
                 Lucy Robinson     Carrick Gibb and Richard Yu
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Maths Masterclass 

Recently, after my achievement in the UKMT maths 
challenge, I was invited to a maths masterclass held in 
Edinburgh. On arriving in the James Clerk Maxwell Building, 
I was amazed by the long queue which swirled around the 
registration area like a snake. After being signed in each 
person was given a number to be put on their person 
along with a name tag.

The first set of activities was the icebreaker, where we had to go around the room (which contained 
about 100 people) to form a group where all the numbers fitted a given condition, for example, groups 
of three where all the numbers had a common factor. The process was especially slow and painful for 
me as my number was 17, a large prime number. But eventually I was able to find the other 17s and 
together we fitted most of the other conditions. In my 17s there was a boy named Matthew, it was 
crazy how quickly we went from total strangers to friends.

After the icebreaker the day officially began, we were 
split into two groups- Group A and Group B. Being part 
of Group B, my first activity was the bridge construction. 
During this we were split into further teams of around 
10. In my team there was some really talented workers, 
for example Tomas who was a very fast builder with 
K’nex, there was also Jacob who managed our resources 
(all the different types of sticks and connections). Lastly 
of course there’s me who had just visited the Forth 
Road Bridge. 

Together my team built the strongest bridge and was 
one of the first to finish. This task helped me to make 
friends with my team easily as team work was a great factor. 

Overall the masterclass was much more fun than I thought it would be, I made tons of new friends and 
the activities not only were enjoyable, but it also taught me a great deal. Personally, I loved it and would 
definitely recommend others to go as well if they ever get the chance.

Richard Yu

The UKMT Edinburgh Maths 
Masterclass
Richard Yu and Michael Liang were 
invited to a Saturday Masterclass at the 
University of Edinburgh as a result of 
their achievements. This article shares 
Richard’s experience of the day.

We are very proud of all of our young 
mathematicians who have participated 
in challenges this year. 

The SMC Challenges for Primar y 
and Secondary are now live, and we 
would be delighted to see pupils grasp 
this oppor tunity for enrichment in 
Mathematics.
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We are delighted to inform you that we have been awarded a Sportscotland 
Gold School Sport Award for 2018-2021.

The Gold School Sport Award is recognition of our achievements in putting 
sport at the heart of our school’s planning, practice and ethos.

The Gold Award also highlights our excellent practice across the core areas 
of the Award and demonstrated an on-going commitment to increase young 
people’s opportunities and engagement in physical education, school sport and 
leadership and provide clear pathways to life-long participation in sport

Tennis
Congratulations to Kiera Wintle (S4) who represented Scotland U14’s at the 
upcoming Four Nations' Junior Championships. Tennis Ireland hosted the 2018 
championships which was held at the CIYMS Tennis Club, Belfast from Friday 
6th to Sunday 8th September

Well done to Elisa Gibson won the 9 Under Newland's Open In August. She 
was also one of 5 Strathgryffe players who represented the West of Scotland 
at the annual Scottish Inter County U9 event in Stirling where they won against 
North, south and East of Scotland.

Swimming
Congratulations to Tony Anderson who has been selected for the Scottish youth 
development squad.

Squash
Congratulations to Robert Phillips who has been selected for the national youth 
talent squad.

Well done to Robyn McAlpine (S1CR pictured) who participated in the Welsh 
Junior Open in Cardiff. Robyn reached the Finals and came runner up in the 
under 13 category.

Hockey
Congratulations to Ella Ritchie (S3) and Grace Hamilton (S4) who have been 
selected for the West U16 
district squad.

Fou r  S4  boy s , Euan 
Menzies, Gregor Munro, 
Finn Herber t and Joe 
Wadsworth were all in the 
U16s West District Hockey 
tournament in Edinburgh in 
September, winning silver 
medals.

Sports Update
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Hillhead Jordanhill RFC 30th Anniversary
The start of this rugby season marks the 30th anniversary of 
the amalgamation between Hillhead and Jordanhill rugby clubs 
to form HJRFC.

On the 10th September 1988 Jordanhill [a merger of the former 
Jordanhill School FPs and Jordanhill College back in 1972] played 
their final game at Kilmardinny against Madras College FP while 
Hillhead played Watsonians at Hughenden. The following Saturday 
the newly combined Hillhead Jordanhill played their first match 
against Glasgow Academicals.

To celebrate this merger there will be a lunch at Hughenden on 
Saturday 27th October at 12.30 for 12.45. All former players 
and supporters of Jordanhill FP Rugby Club and Jordanhill RFC are invited to attend. The cost is £25.00.
The lunch will also incorporate the repatriation of the “CLACKS  TROPHY” to its origins at Jordanhill 
School.

Please reply by FRIDAY 19th October to either Mike Paterson mike_j_paterson@yahoo.co.uk or 
Graham Dunigan g.dunigan62@outlook.com

Career Education:
Employer Partnership Opportunities
The School seeks to build new partnerships with employers who can contribute to our Careers 
Education programme. Our annual S4 Work Placements will take place next year during the week 
beginning Monday 4th February. 

We have been gratefully supported by many organisations and businesses, often linked with the 
school by family links, in recent years including JP Morgan, STV, Coltart & Early, Holmes Millar and 
RLF LLP, - to name a few.

If you can offer placements to our young people during this time please email 
info@jordanhill.glasgow.sch.uk 

Or telephone 0141 576 2500 and ask for the Work Placements coordinator.
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Experience China Course – Summer 2018
Our wonderful Principal Teacher 
of Mandarin, Mrs Yuwen For tune 
emailed all teaching staff early in the 
year inviting staff to apply for a place 
on the 2018 Experience China Course - 
a two-week immersive course during 
the summer holiday.

The course equips UK teachers with 
little or no knowledge of Chinese 
language to begin teaching beginner-
level Chinese or support any existing 
Chinese teaching in their schools upon 
their return to the UK.

In a partnership between University College London’s IOE Confucius 
Institute and East China Normal University (ECNU) in Shanghai, the 
course comprises of 30 hours tuition each week with a focus on 
developing participants’ pronunciation, speaking and listening skills.

Having been successful in gaining two places on the course, my husband 
(also a teacher) and I flew out to Shanghai one typhoon-free day in July to 
participate in this unique, challenging but thoroughly enjoyable educational 
experience and one which will stay with us for a very long time!

We gained a terrific insight into Chinese language and culture 
through the first class teaching delivered by the University staff 
and we were fortunate to experience the many wonderful 
sights and sounds that Shanghai and its surrounding area has 
to offer, including trips to stunning temples, Chinese gardens 
and a thrilling Chinese Super League football match between 
Shanghai Shenhua and Beijing Guoan!  

Our experience in China afforded us a refreshing chance to be beginner-
level students again and made us both consider our own teaching 
methodologies and practice.   As we embark upon a new academic 
session, I am excited by the potential to establish further interdisciplinary 
opportunities in order to broaden the use of Chinese language within the 
curriculum and offer pupils the opportunity to become ambassadors of 
the highly successful Scotland China Education Network (SCEN).

Mrs G Iafrate, STEM Leader, Teacher of Biology & Science
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Thank You PTA!
Last session has seen remarkable 
contributions from the PTA as a result of 
their annual events (principally Fireworks 
Night and Christmas Fayre) and tireless 
volunteering and enthusiasm to raise funds 
for special items for the school. 

Funds raised have had real tangible impact:

• S6 Study room refurbished and new 
furnishings 

• New equipment for the Fitness Suite
• Support for library refurbishment
• Hoodies for Sports Tour and t-shirts 

for Music Lake Garda tour

Want to get involved?  Send an email to:
pta@jordanhill.glasgow.sch.uk

nest take care of your project 
from start to finish – reliably and 
professionally. We’ll creatively 
design your space, produce all 
architectural drawings and apply 
for any required permissions. We’ll 
then carefully manage and carry 
out the build and interior for you. 

We have a skilled and experienced 
team of trades who complete 
all building work to a very high 
standard with meticulous attention 
to detail – all with our unique 
design led approach. 

Contact us today 
0141 586 8324
mynest.co.uk

One stop design 
and build for 
extensions and 
refurbishments.

Make the most of your home
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Road Safety Award
Magnus Hunter and Cara Gray from the Primary Road Safety Committee are pictured with 

Eva Bollander, The Lord Provost
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