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Make the most of your home

Rector
What a delight to be able to bring this Journal to you
after the strange and challenging year that was 2021.
After my first three weeks in post, we closed our
school for the Christmas holidays anticipating a
slightly delayed January 2021 re-opening. That slight
delay turned into a frustratingly long school closure
which lasted until the end of March 2021.
Exams were cancelled, trips disappeared, singing
was banned, sports were forbidden, and lessons took
place virtually. It was all quite dystopian. We yearned
for a return to what we had taken for granted and
celebrated the glimmers of school re-opening in the
Spring of 2021.
Thankfully, we got to June 2021 which marked
the easing of many restrictions. Face coverings on,
social distancing imposed, and timetables staggered.
But we could see that things were going in the right
direction. As I write this, we have re-introduced our
sports and music programmes. Both bring energy
to Jordanhill school, and mark what I hope is the
beginning of us being able to bring back much of
what we missed during this pandemic.
I am indebted to the wonderful staff of Jordanhill
School who have shown remarkable loyalty and
resilience throughout a very difficult time. Our pupils
remain the reason we invest so much time and
energy into our work. They have motivated us to
succeed and it continues to be a source of great joy
to witness them flourish and overcome challenges.
I hope that you enjoy this Journal which remains true
to its original format of celebrating pupils past and
present. My thanks to all our contributors.
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Prizegiving
2021
Although unable to hold our usual large gathering, we continued with a scaled down
version of prizegiving to recognise the successes and achievements of our pupils.

Senior prizewinners, June 2021, pictured with Mr Anderson

Reflections from our SV school dux
I moved to Jordanhill in 2018 with no idea what to expect.
The only things I could imagine were strict uniforms and
cold teachers. I was right about the uniform but painfully wrong about the teachers. As soon as I got here I
was struck by the excellent standard and quality of the
school. The strong work ethic and optimism amongst
my peers; it definitely rubbed off on me (for which I am
very glad).
4
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As a Jordanhill student, I have learned to believe in
myself, set goals, be ambitious, and surround myself
with supportive and inspiring people. I have always been
encouraged to strive for the highest and for that I am so
grateful!
Daka Zvekare,
2021 School Dux SV

Pupil Leadership Teams 2021-22
Normal hustings for the captaincy teams were
replaced with party political broadcasts for
pandemic captaincy elections 2021. Pupils put
their video editing skills to good use to create
campaigns urging their peers and staff to vote
them into office.
We are pleased to announce that the
following pupils were appointed to our
S6 Captaincy team:
Captains:
Anna Cockburn and Murray Buchanan

‘I’m delighted to be our School Cap
tain this year.
It’s a brilliant opportunity to get mo
re involved with both the
running of the school and experie
nce its wider impact on the
Jordanhill Community.’
Murray Buchanan, School Captain
2021-22
leadership of the school,
‘I am thrilled to have a key role in the
ensure that we can make a
carrying on its successes. I want to
rity - Refuweegee, through
significant impact towards our cha
lockdown behind us,
lots of creative fundraising, and with
usive place to be for all.’
incl
and
making the school an exciting
2021-22
Anna Cockburn, School Captain

Senior Vice-Captains:
Tony Anderson and Daniella Farrelly
Vice-Captains:
Lia Lockhart, Josh Sumpter, Maisie Smith
and Richard Yu.

Secondary House Captains
Crawford
Captains: Paddy Kenny and Molly Cumming
Vice-Captains: Eva Drummond
and Alistair Hillis
Montgomerie
Captains: Phoebe Haldane and Erin Miller
Vice-Captains: Oliver Renwick
and Carys Evans
Smith
Captains: Daka Zvekare and Charlotte Lewsey
Vice-Captains: Archie Patrick and Fraser Smith
St John
Captains: Anas Khadra and Dara Wood
Vice-Captains: Hafsa Ishaque Awan
and Murray MacDonald

Primary House Captains
St John: Hannah Kainth and Brodie Johnston
Smith: Kitty Elsby and Sam Johnson
Crawford: Ellie McAllister and George Hillis
Montgomerie: Sally Tait and Jack Robinson
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Competitions
Royal Mail Heroes
Stamp Design
Our front cover is from Stella Scollay, S1, who has reached
the final stage of the Royal Mail stamp competition to
celebrate heroes of the pandemic.
Stella’s design is one of 120 finalists chosen from a total
of 606,049 entries. From the 120 finalists, a special
panel of judges will now determine eight winning images
that will be chosen as official Royal Mail stamps.

Mathematical
Challenge
Successes
Jordanhill mathematicians
have risen above the
restrictions of lockdown to
achieve unparalleled success
in our Junior Mathematical
Challenges.

The Scottish
Mathematical
Council
This challenge is entirely
voluntary and consists of two
rounds, one of which was
completed during lockdown
conditions. Three of our S2
pupils entered and all achieved
certificates. Megan McCarry
and Alistair Hillis gained silver
and a prize mug, and Kaiwen
Wang gained bronze.

6
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The UKMT Junior Mathematical Challenge
This challenge was open to S1 and S2 pupils and was sat
in school. Six of our pupils gained a gold award which
qualified them for the next round, the Junior Kangaroo
Challenge. Our winners were:
Gold S2: Kirsten Abbott, Fraser Brown, Megan McCarry
and Kaiwen Wang
Gold S1: Owen Ramsay and Angus Johnston. Owen also
achieved the Best in School award.
Silver S2: Alistair Hillis, Fraser Smith, Isla Speakman and
Finlay Ul-Haq.

Silver S1: Libby Anderson, Joe Carty, Alistair Mathie,
Thomas Pitman, Beth Ross and Charlie Shearer.
Bronze S2: Lottie Dunne, Johnny Gardiner, Aran Gibson,
Ankai Jiang Alex Kerr, Erin McGeoch, Jack Menzies,
Archie Patrick, Kathy Ross, Jamie Russell and
Adam Winter.
Bronze S1: Aryn Brown, Bea Courtial, Ciaran Dougherty,
Jonathan Earl, Tomas Estrada, Cal Johnston, Anna Kelly,
Mac McGilvray, Jude Sexton, Euan Speirs, Alex Taylor,
Ryan Wong and Jay Yang.

S1 winners

The Junior Kangaroo Challenge
The six pupils who qualified for the Junior Kangaroo round deserve particular praise:
Qualification Certificate: Angus Johnston, Kirsten Abbott and Kaiwen Wang.
Merit Certificate: Owen Ramsay,Fraser Brown and Megan McCarry.

S2 winners
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Show Racism
the Red Card

Earlier this year for S4 RME, we were
asked to submit an entry for the
Show Racism the Red Card creative
competition. The competition asked
participants to use their imagination
to create a piece of work that either
reflected this year’s theme
Generation Equality, took inspiration
from the selected quotes or spread
an anti-racism message.
We showcased our message through a wide selection of
media including creative writing, dance, music and many
more. I chose to create a poster for my entry as I thought
that would enable me to use my skills in art and design
to express a clear message. I was particularly inspired by
the two quotes we were given, which were, “We live in a
moment when the dream of equal opportunity is within
reach” – Barack Obama and “You may be the first to do
many things, but make sure you’re not the last” – the
mother of Kamala Harris.
The quotes reminded me of the recent BLM movement
and I wanted to express the idea that racial equality will
only be achieved if everyone can work together and
unite. To show this I drew a sign to represent the ongoing
8
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anti-racism protests that was held by two hands to show
the teamwork aspect. I wrote my message in bold black
and red text to make the message clear and eye catching
while also linking to the idea of a red card.
A couple of months later when we returned to school
after summer, I was told I had won the competition in the
S4-6 category! It was lovely surprise and I was very proud
and honoured to have won. To add to my amazement I
also found out I had been sent a huge box of prizes for my
winning design. I’m really happy I was able to enter this
competition, especially because it was to raise awareness
for such an important cause.
Maisie McCredie 5CR

A meeting
with

our new

Rector

24 June 2021 – and school’s out for summer. Reception
be shut, aar, and entry must be by the boys’ door at the
back, as of my distant pupil yore.
I pause to read the Jordanhill Covid rules, before
donning a face-mask and marching in. A curious cleaner
glances at me as I nip obediently left to wash my hands.
Two minutes later, she has – of course - been joined by
the watchful janitor. I explain my business – my appointment; he relaxes. Fast I am convoyed to the latest
incarnation of Rector Who. It’s an anxious moment.
There’s never any guarantee two people will like each
other. Will he prove a bluff sports hearty? A desiccated
data-dumper? A humourless apostle of woke?
‘Come in, John, good to see you,’ beams John Anderson.
Not as tall as Paul; much younger than I had expected.
Blue, wide-set eyes. Calm, chillaxed. Disconcertingly,
he’s tieless.
I unmuzzle my face. Gracious Covid bows are exchanged. ‘Are you comfortable chatting here?’ Anderson
asks. An arm sweeps. ‘The windows are open, the chairs
well-spaced… tea or coffee? Milk with your tea?...’
I am left momentarily alone in his study – the lair of
such past giants as Ritchie and Walker, Branston and
Bedborough and Thomson. A Robin Miller painting
of the school adorns one wall, the charter of our coatof-arms another. This room actually once starred in an
episode of Taggart. And, even after all those decades, is
that still a whiff of pipe-smoke?
In dainty, socially-distanced dance, my tea is served, a tin
of biscuits laid at my mercy. We sit some eight feet apart,
and Anderson casts me kindly glance. ‘Do you remember
Joe McKendrick?’
I’m staring in fascination at his mug, but melt at so
perfect an ice-breaker. ‘He was my Guidance teacher –
a wonderful man. He briefly taught me chemistry, too.’
‘Joe welcomed me on my first day,’ says John Anderson,
and briefly we think on thon grand personality – his
passion for the Waverley; the sadly brief retirement.
That first Jordanhill day wasn’t last December. It was
in 2007, when Anderson arrived as Head of Chemistry.
Of the school’s nine commanders over the century, he

is only the second, after Andrew Walker, earlier to have
had at our chalkface – and the first to have supped in the
independent sector.
Anderson was DHT for S1-S3 when he removed himself,
in 2018, for about ten minutes – inspecting schools for
HMI, then, briefly, as Depute Headmaster at St Aloysius’
College. ‘They had fantastic leadership retreats. I really
enjoyed them. They had core values, Jesuit values –
focussing on the needs of others. What can you do for
others? How might you make a difference?’
I ask the Rector about his own pupil experience. Did he,
for instance, ever get the belt? He looks startled. ‘Oh, no.
I was born in 1977 – it was abolished by the time I began
school. 1982, I think.’
Gulp. A Jordanhill heidie who is younger than I am. A
decade younger. And that mug…
‘Is it an advantage to have known this school so well?’
‘Huge,’ says Anderson immediately, ‘especially given
Covid, and all the difficulties it’s raised. But I knew the
building, almost all of the staff – the school’s ethos,
organisation and protocols and so on. The staff are
tremendously loyal and do a fantastic job. Knowing I had
their support made my job so much easier.’
Many schools did no virtual teaching during the long,
forced closures of 2021. But Jordanhill fast adapted, with
a programme of live virtual lessons along with prerecorded material.
‘Although not as good as normal school learning, the
children thrived on the live, virtual interaction and it did a
lot for staff morale, too – they really felt they were making
a difference.’
Indeed, to help him to get to know pupils, John Anderson
has taken classes himself – and loves it. ‘Chemistry is such
a wonderful subject – so easy to have fun.’
‘Flashes and bangs,’ I say. ‘Tom Lehrer’s Elements song –
the great mnemonics. Please Send Lord Charlie
MacLean A Zebra – ‘
‘…If The Lean Horse Cannot Munch Sweet Grass,’ the
Continued on next page.
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A meeting with our new rector

Continued from page 9

Rector completes, chuckling. ‘And there you go – you still
remember the reactivity series...’
He pauses. I gaze at his mug again.
‘It’s been a salutary reminder, too, of how difficult
class-teaching is during Covid. You have to speak
through a mask. There’s a box drawn round you and
children can’t step into it. And, if a kid or two is talking
when they shouldn’t be, all the masks make it hard to
identify the culprit.’
‘What else has been difficult?’
‘I’d say one of the main problems is that we’ve lost so
much of the “soft” Jordanhill – the informal, fun stuff.
Dances, concerts, excursions. We did, though, manage
to hold a Bannockburn re-enactment on the pitches. We
had to pay a bit for the professionals, but every pupil got
to hold a spear and roar – they loved it.
‘What’s also become really difficult is meetings.
Zoom is all very well, but there isn’t the warmth, the
chemistry. You can’t read body language, and people
talk less freely.’
I ask if he is normally tieless. ‘Oh, no. I always have a tie
when school is open. You can scarcely insist on the pupils
wearing uniform and then look casual yourself.’
He has no idea how many, last year, applied for command
of the school. It wouldn’t be surprising if many were
daunted by the job. There’s a chief-executive aspect that
you wouldn’t normally experience in the state sector. It’s
an all-through school, five to eighteen – that’s unusual
– and the school’s very success would, no doubt, make
many think twice about going for the post. You wouldn’t
want to be in charge if things started going downhill.
Under John Anderson, would things dare? But his workload amidst the current difficulties is demanding. He’s in
school by seven in the morning and rarely out till six. He
has to toil most weekends – ‘especially as that’s when
Edinburgh announces the latest rule changes for
schools.’
A warm man: expressive, mobile face. Neatly you could
divide past Heads into two camps, almost all ideal for
their time – calming High Priests; fizzing bundles of
energy.
Anderson is very much in that latter, Walker, Bedborough
mould. ‘I spend an hour or two every day just going round
the school, looking in on classes, getting those oh-bythe-way chats with colleagues. That’s when you really
learn things.’
He especially loves visiting the Infant Department –
‘they’re too young to have any notions of hierarchy’ – and
enthuses of his own family. Claire is Head of Maths at the
High School of Glasgow; they have a daughter, thirteen,
and a son of ten, and they’re shortly off to go kayaking in
Wales.
A few weeks of rest, renewal for an assured, able man who may well be in charge for the next twenty years.
Oh, and that mug? Around the fizzing particles
surrounding an atom dance the words – ‘Be like a
PROTON – and think positive.’
John MacLeod, June 2021
10
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Professor
Matthew Walters
MBE FRCP MD
Former Pupil 1989
Matthew Walters is the Head of the School of
Medicine, Dentistry and Nursing College of
Medical, Veterinary and Life Sciences at the
University of Glasgow and is an honorary
consultant physician. Recently, Matthew
received an MBE for services to the NHS
during the COVID-19 response.
We asked Matthew to tell us about his journey
from Jordanhill School to his current position.

I

was very fortunate to spend
..the entirety of my school
..career at Jordanhill, enjoying the benefits of its nurturing
environment from the moment
I entered Miss Gairns’ primary
one class in 1976. Although the
school looked very different in
those days, with wooden huts
as classrooms on the far side of
the infant school playground,
and teachers wearing formidable black gowns as they swept
Matthew in Primary 1
through the corridors, the
commitment to excellence, and to striving
higher was as apparent then as it is today.
While proudly traditional in many ways, under the leadership of Mrs Mann the primary school was progressive
and ahead of its time in others. I can still remember the
feeling of huge excitement felt by the whole class when
we were introduced to a computer for the first time, and
the look of amazement on Mrs Mann’s face as a primitive
picture very slowly emerged on its screen.
I’ve so many fond memories of the subsequent years in
the senior school. Among these are the wearied, patient
looks on the faces of my woodwork teachers as I messed
up the dovetail joint on the table I was trying to make,
and the words “I despair of you Matthew” as the botched
joint was sawed off for me to start again. I persevered, the
resulting table stood about 4 inches off the ground by
the time I eventually got it right, and I learned at a young
age that a career in orthopaedic surgery wasn’t for me!
I also managed to disappoint Mr Guild, our superb games
teacher. As a gangly teenager standing 6 feet 4 inches
tall, I was at high risk of selection to play second row for
the rugby team. During a practice match I realised that
the person holding the ball was most likely to end up

Jordanhill School education as my grounding in science
and self-directed learning made the transition to higher
education far less stressful than it was for many of my
new classmates.
The years flew by, first as a medical student, then as a
junior doctor and clinical researcher, working, conducting
clinical trials, learning and teaching in such diverse places
as Soweto, Harvard University, the University of Texas
and Hong Kong to name but a few.
Since 2016 I’ve been proud to serve as Head of the
School of Medicine, Dentistry and Nursing at my alma
mater, and since 2003 as a consultant physician in the
Western Infirmary then latterly the Institute of Neurological Sciences at Queen Elizabeth University Hospital.
Looking back on my career to date, the challenges and
the rewards have been immense. I’ve maintained my
interest in clinical research and teaching while remaining active as a practising physician. The pandemic has
reaffirmed the importance of effective clinical care and
high-quality research and it’s been a huge privilege to
work at the interface between the University and the
NHS during this difficult time for us all.

face down in the mud, and so when it was passed to me, I
deliberately ignored it and let the chap next to me catch
it. In a rare lapse of judgement Mr Guild assumed that I
had deliberately executed a “missed pass”, commended
me on my strategic thinking and picked me for the team.
After one game against the well-drilled High School
team, during which I was trampled on so often I gained
the nickname “Door Matt” from my teammates, I was
never picked again.
My real interests lay not on the rugby field but in the
chemistry labs. Dr Joe McKendrick made a lasting
impression on me and I’m sure very many others over
the course of his career. He taught me not only chemistry but the value of patience and humour in research
and education, lessons which have served me well to
this day. In those days there was a small lab set aside for
S6 pupils to conduct their experiments. We were given
the freedom to design our own experiments, overcome
problems, analyse and write up our data under the gentle
guidance of Joe in Chemistry and Dr Martin Hendry in
Physics. It was the best possible grounding in the
scientific method.

I was so pleased to return to the school earlier this
year to speak to a group of aspirant medical students.
It was a huge pleasure to meet Mr Gaw again, the only
teacher remaining from my time at the school. Thankfully
he seemed recovered from exposure to the awful noises I
could extract from a recorder in his music class. Although
the buildings and almost all of the faculty have changed
since my day, the same commitment to strive higher
was evident. I met an inspiring group of students, and
recognised in
them the same
ambition and
desire to make a
difference that
I’d felt all those
years ago. I’ve
no doubt that
the students I
met will go on
to achieve great
things, given the
best possible
start by a remarkable school.

Heading to
a busy acute
medical unit
at the QEUH
during the
pandemic

I was sad to leave the school in 1989, but excited to start
my studies at the University of Glasgow’s Medical School.
It was there that I began fully to appreciate the value of a
Jordanhill School • December Edition 2021
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Rupa
Mooker

Former pupil 1996

Rupa is a Solicitor and Director of People &
Development at MacRoberts LLP, Member of
the Law Society of Scotland’s Equality &
Diversity Committee and a Radio Presenter
and Stage Host.

I

started my Jordanhill School journey in 1989 as a new
start in Primary 7. I still remember being terrified I
would have to make new friends – and even more
terrified when I saw the colour of the uniform! The
chocolate brown, emerald green and daffodil yellow
combination is forever imprinted in my memory.
I was fortunate enough to settle into school life fairly
quickly and progressed to high school where the next
6 years were spent in classes, exams, orchestra and
choir practices (and figuring out how to avoid doing any
sport at all…). I was there to celebrate the school’s 75th
anniversary, with assorted festivals and celebrations,
in 1995. 6th year was a particular highlight. It was the
most fun and relaxed with school dances, trips, musicals
and other extra-curricular activities such as the filming
of Train-spotting at the school with 6th years as extras
which was very exciting! I was also appointed Vice Captain of the school which was a nice way to end my time
at the school before heading off to university. I’ll never
forget the Rector, Mr Bedborough, telling me to tuck my
shirt in as he handed my VC badge over to me!
Anyone who knows me well knows that it was never my
dream to become a lawyer - I wanted to be a TV star.
However, aged 17, and guided by my parents, I was
advised it would probably be a good idea to have a backup plan incase my quest for stardom didn’t quite work
out. Also, I’m from an Indian background. Back in the
day, if you weren’t a doctor, lawyer, dentist or accountant,
it was not going to go down well in the community….
And that was how I found myself studying law at the
University of Glasgow in 1996. I was fortunate enough to
have a beautiful, world class university in my home city –
why would I go anywhere else? The next 4 years at UoG
passed in a whirlwind of lectures, tutorials, assessments
and exams combined with lots of fun and laughs along
the way with my new friends. I graduated in 2000 and
after a lot of ‘umming’ and ‘awing’ about it decided to do

12
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the Diploma in Legal Practice too. With all my studying
completed by the summer of 2001, I was at a genuine
loss as to what I was going to do with my life. My friends
had already managed to secure traineeships or had a
good idea of what career path they were taking. I hadn’t
applied for a single job as I still wasn’t convinced law was
for me. I therefore did what any sensible person would do
and decided to enter a nationwide competition on MTV
to be a TV
presenter. Obviously. By some miracle, I won the
Scottish heats and made it to the final 8 in the UK. At
the same time, I applied for one traineeship (back-up
plan) and was lucky enough to be selected for interview.
I didn’t win the MTV final so thought I might as well give
the law a shot!
The panel who interviewed me didn’t open my CV or
ask me very many ‘law’ questions. We just talked about
my extra-curricular activities and the fact I was doing a
radio show on a community station at the time. I left the
interview thinking there was no chance I’d be offered a
traineeship. However, 2 hours later there was a voicemail on my ‘house phone’ saying I had a job. That was
20 years ago and I’ve been with MacRoberts LLP, one of
Scotland’s leading law firms, ever since.
I qualified as a solicitor in 2003 and decided to specialise in Employment Law as, although it was not a subject
I had studied at all at university, it was the seat I most
enjoyed in my traineeship. I was fortunate enough to be
offered a job and work with a fantastic employment law
team as well as some brilliant, high-profile clients and
do some really interesting work (including a case
involving a very famous Hollywood star). I worked my
way up from trainee to Senior Associate, got married and
had 2 wonderful boys along the way. All was going well
but in 2016, I wanted a new challenge and decided to
take some ‘time out.’ It wasn’t an easy decision but my
team at MacRoberts were very understanding.
While I was working my notice period, a vacancy
came up internally for the HR Director role. The (then)
Managing Partner offered me the job. He’d also
interviewed me way back in 2001 for my traineeship.
Apparently, the Management Board had discussed
matters and thought that I was a good choice for the role

– I had been at the firm my whole career, knew the
place inside out, liked working with people and my
Employment Law background was a huge advantage.
I accepted the offer and after one of the most epic
leaving nights ever (I did technically leave a department….) and a short career break, started as Director
of People & Development in 2017.
Career-wise, the last few years have the best and most
fulfilling for me. I am fortunate enough to work with an
excellent team and suggest and implement strategic
decisions across the Firm, making real change for our
people where it is needed. Coming from a ‘fee earning’
solicitor background is advantageous as it means I fully
appreciate how things impact on both lawyers and
support staff.
The area I am most passionate about working in is
Equality, Diversity and Inclusion within the Scottish legal
profession. From increasing the number of women in
senior positions to encouraging more representation
within the legal sector from those of an ethnically diverse
background, from ensuring those who are from different
socio-economic backgrounds are on an equal footing
to simply making the profession a ‘safe space’ to work in,

I’m glad to now be in a position where I can play a part,
however small, in bringing about actual, and overdue,
change.
It is heartening to see good work is being done by many
in this area but there is no room for complacency. Whilst
there has been improvement within the legal profession
over the last few years, there is much work to be done.
It is a continuous process and one which I am driven to
contribute to in a wider capacity as a member of the Law
Society of Scotland’s Equality and Diversity Committee. I
am excited about developing my career at the same time
the legal profession is moving forward.
I’ve been fortunate enough to be invited to share my
thoughts in various publications and at a number of
conferences in my career on these matters including
the University of Glasgow’s 100 Years of Women in Law
conference. It was slightly surreal for me to be back at
university sitting on a panel with one of my lecturers and
Baroness Hale, ex-President of the Supreme Court, in
the audience.
Outside of my day job, I still work in radio as a contributor on BBC Radio Scotland and have my own show on a
community radio station. I am also a stage host & presenter and have hosted events for the Commonwealth
Games and UEFA 2020. I also volunteer every week as a
Punjabi School teacher at the Glasgow Gurdwara where
I teach children aged 6-10 years to read, write and speak
Punjabi. I also mentor young people up to age 18 on
various matters such as career choices, education & work,
confidence building and interviewing skills.
I’ve been really fortunate to have been able to progress
my interest in media, entertainment and charitable
work alongside my legal career. I truly believe there is
absolutely no reason to box yourself into just one thing
nowadays - if you have a passion for something, find a
way to make it happen!
For example, I always knew I wanted to work in entertainment somehow so I started off volunteering in radio
when I left school and made some brilliant contacts.
As someone who didn’t manage to get any legal work
experience, the volunteering work I did in radio and at
the local Gurdwara, along with working in my parents
post office and newsagents, is what ultimately landed
me a legal traineeship. I learned so many transferable
skills such as attention to detail, communication and
problem solving, albeit not in a legal setting, which
have proven invaluable throughout my career.
It’s been nice to be able to reflect on my journey
so far so I’ll finish off with a few things I’ve learned
along the way - always stay true to yourself, work
hard, keep an open mind, never stop learning (and
when you do, share that knowledge) and give as
much time as you can to help those you can. And
always have a back-up plan – mine worked out
OK after all!
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New Contemporary
James Faulds, FP 2014, Architect

F

rom a young age, perhaps of around five, I
enjoyed the practice of drawing. Whilst not
fully understanding its immediate use, I found
great pleasure in attempting to reproduce images of
what I was seeing and experiencing. Drawing both
grabbed and distracted my attention like nothing else,
and the reward of a finished image so outweighed that
of words or numbers. There could be no more definitive fact than what one created on the page: I was
confident that art had a place in my future.

As I grew older however,
this conviction began
to fade through the
requirement to make
‘pragmatic’ decisions
that would inform my
future. I prioritised less
and less the subjects
that I enjoyed because
of a fear that they
could not offer such
estimable prospects
as were expected. Unsure and unsettled by my
reluctant acceptance of this, I quietly persisted for a
number of years under the invaluable guidance of my
art and design teachers - notably Mr Wilson, Mr Jennings, and Mr Sludden. To this day, I rely on the skills
and attitudes taught, and am immensely grateful.
I began studying Architecture
in September 2014 at the
University of Strathclyde.
The opening weeks of
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awkward introductions and group working I found
uncomfortable, but as my routine of classes and
project work commenced, I quickly developed a
fondness for my course. The nature of accumulative
work that would be presented in portfolio form suited
my way of thinking and I would spend countless hours
to achieve what I thought was accomplished work.
I continued working with such youthful enthusiasm
throughout my first and second years, and as the work
intensified so too did my attitude to much of it. I felt
my naive preconceptions of the course being undone
with each new class, and the knowledge we were
exposed to surpassed all expectation. I began to
understand that the offerings of the subject
were far greater than just singular designs,

and that we were really learning how to interpret the
world around us. We were encouraged to look - and to
keep looking - beyond what was readily apparent, and
to think critically with each step.
Feeling slightly over-confident about this and
amidst a dizzying quantity of paperwork, I opted to
spend a semester of my third year studying in Weimar,
Germany. Quite unlike my induction two years
previously, I settled into the situation quickly and
attempted to embrace the uncertainty that came
with life in a new city. The work was enjoyable, but the
life was exciting, and whilst my attitude was not as
devoted as it had been in Glasgow there were many
experiences to appreciate and people to meet, some
of whom I have remained friends with since.
A year or so later, and after a spell of apprenticeship
in Glasgow, I enrolled to complete my studies at the
Glasgow School of Art. The decision to move was
made not through a lack of enjoyment of my undergraduate studies, but through an appetite to experience something fresh. A few disruptions aside,
fires and pandemics, I am left feeling conflicted about
this period as whilst my commitment was unwavering,
I struggled to adjust to the ways of a new school. I was
thus forced to rely on my capacity for distraction, and
instead found consolation in an elective
art history and theory class, taught
by Dr William Clark. Therein,

I was exposed to other modes of thinking and my
artistic convictions were reaffirmed. I felt as assured as
I had in my junior years of the value of creative thinking and the importance of its place as a reflection of
society.
I provide this biography, not just as it was my brief, but
because I hope that it may serve to encourage some
who are considering an artistic education but are
unsure of its merits. In a period where courses are
under fire and enrolment is in decline, I believe it is
more important than ever to encourage participation in creative courses. Be it painting, printing, or
photography, an education in the arts offers not just
alternative ways of seeing the world but also a level of
self-expression that I think is essential for the identity
of young people. I was lucky to be given such support
and guidance at school and without this, I would not
be the person I am today.
I have now been working at David Chipperfield
Architects in London for twelve months and this
coming spring, my final year thesis will be included in

the New Contemporaries exhibition at the Royal
Scottish Academy of Art and Architecture in
Edinburgh. My work, completed with my friend Tom
Stark, will be exhibited along with the best final year
works from across Scottish art schools and I believe
will provide an excellent example for ‘why study art?’.
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OBITUARIES

Margaret Fleming
Mrs Margaret Fleming, née Dunn, a much-loved
teacher of mathematics at Jordanhill School from
1992 to 2007, passed away at the Queen Elizabeth
University Hospital on Sunday 18th July 2021. She was
but seventy-four – and most youthful and exuberant
for that.
Those of a certain vintage may have awaited maths
with gloomy apprehension. But Mrs Fleming loved
it to bits, had an extraordinarily ability to break down
and explain its most daunting aspects, and her classes
are remembered not just for their success but their
merriment.
Margaret gave at many other levels too. She fast
became a mainstay of the Guidance department, for
a number of years organised the eagerly anticipated
First Year jaunts to the isle of Raasay, and was a pillar of
Jordanhill Parish Church.
She sat on the Congregational Board, was a superb

arranger of the Sunday flowers, and for years she and
Jock tended to the church garden as avidly as if it
were their own.
That, indeed, was one of phenomenal beauty, and
regularly open to visitors under the Scottish Gardens
Scheme. Margaret, too, was a keen curler and a mainstay of two Glasgow teams, the Stones (mixed) and the
Curlews (women only.)
She also cherished another personal connection to
our school – her mother, Elizabeth Tindall, had been
16
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among the very first pupils,
on Monday 15th November 1920.
By 2000, Margaret had already had to contend with
cancer. She recovered quickly from surgery and
radiotherapy and returned to fullness of life and
endeavour, but side-effects of that treatment
emerged unpleasantly in 2020.
Even so, fizzing with energy as ever, one day early in
July Margaret collected her daughter from Glasgow
Airport, whizzed her to her home and whipped up a
delicious meal. Shortly afterwards she was told the
cancer was back. Ten days later, she was dead.
Over her years on the school staff, Margaret Fleming
touched many lives and the sad news of her passing
brought an avalanche of memories and tribute on
social media.
She was recalled, variously, as a ‘fab teacher,’ who
‘made sure maths was my favourite subject at school
with her enthusiasm and dedication,’ as ‘kind, generous and friendly’ and ‘the most supportive colleague
and friend anyone could ever wish for.’
‘It was a privilege to work with Margaret in the
Guidance department,’ staff veteran David Moir
recalls, ‘and I will never forget the wonderful times we
had in Raasay with the First Years. A wonderful lady
who will be missed by many.’
‘I had the pleasure to know her out of school,’ says Ali
Smith, ‘as she was a neighbour and great friend of my
mum. Such a hoot in the classroom, a fantastic teacher
loved by her pupils. Incredibly genuine, lovely, warm
woman who loved to hear all about her former pupils…
and what a smile, laugh…’
Margaret Fleming is survived by her husband, John
(Jock) Fleming, her daughter Jane, her son Alasdair,
and her prized grandchildren, Ayla, Ciaran and Lily.
At Margaret’s express wishes, all who attended her
Jordanhill Parish Church funeral on 29th July wore
bright colours – and the service opened with Abba’s
Super Trouper as the organ processional.
John MacLeod, 2021.

Isabella L Bain
Mrs Isabella Lilburn Meil died on Orkney on Sunday
11th July 2021, after a long illness. She was eighty-four
years old and – as Miss Bain – is remembered by many
former Jordanhill College School pupils for her long,
happy command of the Infant Department.
Miss Bain was one herself, first trotting through the
school doors in 1941; she never forgot the excitement
of being presented with her first wee green overall. As
she grew, she took avidly to hockey and, in the flower
of young womanhood, hugely enjoyed roles in Gilbert
and Sullivan productions.
After Jordanhill College training and an initial job at
a school in Glasgow’s gritty East End, she returned to
teach at Jordanhill in 1962, before in 1968 succumbing
to the lure of Infant Mistress at a school in Linlithgow.
As her niece Sheila Smith observes, though, ‘the pull
of Jordanhill was too great,’ and on the 1971 retirement
of the formidable Mrs Janet Hastie – who had first
taught at JCS in 1928 – Miss Bain returned as Assistant
Head Teacher (Infant Mistress) in her stead.
Tall, elegant, lovely, in entire command of any situation, with rich musical ability and committed Christian
faith, Isabella Bain dealt with everyone – from lisping
5-year old to a nervous young mum – as if she could
not imagine a more delightful way of spending some
minutes of her time.
She conducted Morning Prayers with an easy
reverence and her merry office served, besides, as
the common room for assistant teachers in her Infant
realm, in an era when staff turnover in that department
– when women generally retired upon marriage and
invariably when they conceived – was achingly high
for headmaster Mr Branston.
Miss Bain was the very first Jordanhill personality the

present writer encountered on his nervous, stiffly
uniformed arrival in April 1974. He has never forgotten
her radiant smile, calm confidence, or how instantly
she put him at ease.
He recalls, too, the weekly singing class she held for
Primary Three pupils, commanding melody, lyrics,
children and piano with effortless ease: to the end of
his days he will always associate ‘Early One Morning’
with this gracious lady.
Miss Bain left Jordanhill in 1985, when – to general
shock – Isabella Bain secured the headship of a school
not merely in Orkney but on tiny North Ronaldsay, of
scant population and few amenities.
She besides took serene possession of a flock of
sheep, and command of the organ in the local kirk, and
soon after her Orkney settlement Miss Bain bumped
into an old acquaintance, Johnny Meil.
They married in 1988 and settled at Dyke-End,
Kirkwall, for many happy years together, where
Isabella frequently entertained former Jordanhill
colleagues and pupils until, in the last decade, she
grew pitilessly lost on the moors of dementia.
Johnny minded her devotedly till his own demise last
year, whereupon she was tenderly looked after in a
local care-home. They now lie together, reunited, in a
beautiful spot by the soft tides of Scapa Flow.
Joy she gave; joy she has found. Isabella Bain is
survived by her nephew, Gordon, and her nieces
Morag, Sheila and Fiona, all former pupils of the
school.
John MacLeod, 2021
Jordanhill School • December Edition 2021

17

Creative Writing
Labyrinth
by Robin McNicol, S6

I

n this descriptive vignette, Robin McNicol depicts
the final days of a nameless desert traveller, lost in
a mysterious and oppressive desert landscape. Robin
says his inspiration for the piece came from an interest
in Greek mythology. “A David Attenborough documentary showing the Arabian desert as an inhospitable
cradle that somehow supports life also prompted me to
consider the themes of persistence and hope.”
A shadow passed across his face, inching down, passing his pale brow, his weary cheeks. He felt a burning.
A sudden paroxysm of agony surged through his body
rendering him immobile. He gasped for breath, clutching
at the desert earth beneath him, before succumbing to
exhaustion. The sand spilled out of his now limp hand.
A shadow passed across his face. This time he gasped
into existence. Nature’s bid had not finished him off. He
wheezed out a dry cough before sitting up, scrambling
to his knees, drenched in sweat, eyes closed. A new and
swelling heat radiated from beneath him. Opening his
eyes, he absorbed the arid embrace of red sand, a dark
red molasses - roasted by the ever-decaying sun.
He looked down at his leg. The pain there had dulled to a
twitch. He struggled until he stood bow legged on weary
legs and peered through the blistering sun until his eyes
acclimatised. Typhlotic, blinded by sand and light, he
saw nothing but the expanse of ceaseless oceans of red choppy seas of barren dryness. Cruel in ruggedness and
unforgiving, it seemed endless.
Great tails of red dunes clashed under the omnipotent
winds. Hallucinations formed from the uphauled soil of
the loess. His mind was under the immense strain of the
heat which taunted him with phantom silhouettes of
camels in the distance. Prising his canteen from his
leather belt and unscrewing the rusted cap, he gulped
down the last of the water.
Thirst quenched, for now, he could focus. He began
walking the red dunes, with the sun was on his back and
his shirt bound round his head shielding his eyes from the
bitter winds. Reaching the summit of a dune, he gazed
at the spectacle of the vast valleys filled with red evermoving seas. Black lakes mosaicked the grand expanse.
Only when the sand crumbled under his weight and he
spiralled down to the dark lake at the foot of the dune did
he realise that these black lakes were in fact the shadows
of the dunes. They were so dark that he could not see any
ground, only feel the presence of the red grains.
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Aware of his dire situation, he held his head in his hands
crying into his own palms. He nestled into the ground
and accepted his fate. He felt he would rather succumb
to death by his own hand than undergo the painful
purgatory of desiccation.
Howbeit, his soul, spirit and determination had not yet
left him entirely. Regaining his strength through rumination, he sighed. “If God’s wrath has not finished me,
then I must try to repent. What cardinal sin did I commit?
Which commandment did I disobey? Oh, Master I’ll
return to my flock and guide my kin! Oh, I beg mercy!” In
the silence of the desert no answers came, only the howl
of the wind over the radiant sands.
Then, in his darkest moment, appeared the sight of two
angels fallen from the gates of Peter themselves. Two
white Oryx trekking across the sand. They stopped, stood
tall as marble statues that might flank a fountain. Greek
pillars, their puissance was magnetic. He was drawn
towards them, his eyes transfixed on the majestic
creatures. They trekked on, through the basin, and
disappeared over the horizon.
His tired trail led to no end. His journey had brought great
strain on his body; his ribs grew tight, his legs weary and
his feet calloused. He carried the burden of his yearning
for the comfort of civilisation, hope - or even the relief of
death. Hours turned to days. Just as soon as the sun had
fallen, it was thrown across the sky again. Days grew to
weeks. He forgot time. The only evidence of its passage
was in the endless cycle of the sun and moon, night and
day. Months blurred with the dunes. His frail body had
seemed to adapt to the cycles of the desert until it was
hard to tell the two apart.
His ceramic bones grew delicate under the weight of the
heat. His feet were so beaten, so broken, so deformed in
appearance that they had come to resemble a camel’s
hoof. His skin had taken on the hue of the sand. Patches
of skin were blistered and scarred. His knees grew tight.
Eyes grew blind. Hands were clenched. His back crooked
and failing.
As his steps grew shorter and shorter, his lungs smaller
and smaller, his delirious mind began to accept his fate.
Now fearless, he stared at the sun’s might and pondered
a lifetime wasted. What to show for it? Mere survival?
Soon not even that.
As he took his last breath, as his mind emptied itself, as
his eyes drew shut, a mighty thunder clacked, rupturing
the sky. Clouds rolled from the heavens and a mighty
deluge was visited on the desert and the wasted figure
lost forever in its damnable labyrinth.

Lockdown
Drama
Performance with
masks and distancing

dmittedly it wasn’t going to be the easiest
time to be introducing Higher Drama to a
new cohort of pupils who only had vague recollections of Drama in S2. Like everyone else we had to
embrace our creative ventures and challenges with
a new approach and a lot of improvisation! Mask
wearing, social distancing, reduced group work,
no sharing of equipment, props or costume, no
raised voices, no live theatre... it’s a wonder we
managed to do anything.
But we did and all down to the commitment and efforts
of our Higher Drama students who persevered with my
handling of -sometimes successful and sometimes
not -live lessons, rehearsing acting pieces online from
separate houses – at least that way we could see each
other’s full faces and even managing a zoom meeting
with Michael Nardone. Michael has featured in many
roles on stage and screen and had performed in each of
the productions we were studying as part of the Higher
course – ‘Men Should Weep’ and ‘Black Watch’. He was
able to answer many questions about his acting experience and gave an insight into the acting profession.

Above:
Set Design - ‘
Men Should
Weep’

The pupils did exceptionally well in their final acting
exam despite still having to endure masks and
social distancing throughout their performance.
I thank them all for their enthusiasm, patience
and creative offerings.
Meanwhile in S1 and S2 there were so many
wonderful lockdown creations from mime
artists to a variety of monologues written and
filmed by pupils, radio plays which were recorded
when we returned to school. It’s been a real
pleasure listening to and looking at what pupils
have managed to achieve during a tremendously
difficult time.
Mrs C Dempster, Drama Teacher
Jordanhill School • December Edition 2021
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Lockdown Music
COVID 19 has been quite a challenge for music departments worldwide and here in Jordanhill we still found
ways to demonstrate the talent of our young musicians.

we were soon back in the school! Luckily the mild
weather enabled our wind and brass pupils to resume
face to face lessons in our gazebos!

When the first lockdown came, instructors quickly got up
to speed with Microsoft Teams to deliver virtual lessons.
This system was highly successful although the music
instructors did mention that they were hearing the Teams
call tone in their sleep!

To mark the end of a tough year, the Senior Concert Band
performed a short open air concert to the whole school in
June 2021 and we were thrilled to be playing live again - a
very happy ending to a difficult year for the music department!

Our first online project was the Centenery Fanfare. We
recorded our parts seperately and then our teacher put
all the parts together to produce the final product
which was premiered on the school website:
www.jordanhill.glasgow.sch.uk/news_item/13464-2/

Now at the beginning of this school year, we have finally
been able to resume face to face lessons and rehearsals
for our many ensembles. Mitigations are still in place but
we are just delighted and thankful to hear the sound of
live music in the school once again.

At Christmas we recorded various socially
distanced performances to try and make up
for the annual concert. Things were looking
up for the department! A return to normality
on the horizon… until the 2nd lockdown
was announced in January 2021. Thankfully
this one didn’t last long enough for Teams
to drive our instructors over the edge and
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Ruaridh Gilmour S6

Lockdown Mandarin
OUR MANDARIN pupils found creative ways of keeping
their learning alive. We asked some pupils to tell us what
they enjoyed about their lockdown Mandarin learning.

Primary
The Primary 7s have been learning about the Mid-Autumn
Festival. They have dedicated time to research and create
posters showing some of the amazing events that take
place or facts and stories about the festival. Whether it
is about the Story of Chang’e or the delicious recipe of
the mooncake, all the posters share interesting facts
about this special time of the year and are amazingly
decorated with eye-catching colours. The Moon Festival
is a fun time to celebrate harvest and eat mooncakes.
People use mooncakes as gifts to give to people they
like. This year the festival was on the 21st of September.
Orlaith Cowan and Emma Mcelroy on behalf of P7s

Secondary
In March I was able to take part in the
British Council’s mandarin solo speaking
competition. It was a really fun and challenging experience, and I was so surprised
to win third place considering the older
competition. It was a great opportunity
and I’d love to take part again.

We participated in a group Mandarin
speaking competition. We wrote a
script and made a video for our submission. We chose the theme of a talent
show. All our hard work paid off as we
achieved second place in the whole
of the UK. As a reward for this we got
some prizes which included a £50
book voucher each.

Ana Hazard, S4

Oliver Hicks, S4
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S2 Modern Languages:

Le “Vocabulary challenge”
LEARNING VOCABULARY can be a monotonous task
but it is an essential starting point for being able to
communicate in a foreign language. Memorization,
repetition and practice are key to being successful in
languages and ultimately the condition for
communicating effectively.
Traditionally at Jordanhill School, we have issued regular
vocabulary tests to pupils from S1 to S4 to encourage
them to learn their vocabulary and consolidate their
learning at home. While this method works really well for
most pupils, we continue to investigate new methods of
motivating and enticing all learners. This was especially
important this term after the challenges of two lockdowns which made it difficult to reach all learners and
encourage vocabulary learning.
In October we decided to launch the “vocabulary
challenge” and pilot it with our S2 cohort. The idea is to

introduce an element of competition while working and
learning collaboratively with others.

How it works
At the end of the unit of work, pupils are given a list of the
core vocabulary and are allocated to a team. All pupils
have one period to work together as a team and consolidate the vocabulary together. The following period, they
compete against other teams in their class and eventually
the winning team from each class qualifies to compete
against the top team from each house group. This final
is streamed through MS Teams so that each house can
support its own finalists.
At the end of the process, each pupil is also given an
individual test to allow them to identify areas of weaknesses and strengths to inform next steps for their
learning.

Impact
The response to this challenge was
overwhelmingly positive both in terms of
enjoyment and impact so we intend to
repeat the process with S2 later in the
year and roll it out with other year groups.
Some of our pupils’ insightful responses
can be found below:
“I would like this to happen again. I
enjoyed this very much. I like this revision
tactic, it’s a bit of competition which will
make people want to win more so they
will work harder” Matthew
“I think it helped because the first test, I
was very unsure on most of the questions
and after we had completed revision for
the quiz in class, I was much more
confident” Libby
“The whole year competition was fun
also. I thought it would be embarrassing
but it was really fun !” Cara
So very well done to everyone who took
part and especially to S2 Smith who were
victorious this time round!
Le département de Français
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Digital Teaching
and Learning:

Adapting to new ways of working
Jordanhill School has been a digital pioneer for many
years. Paul Thomson brought his vision of using digital
technology to secure efficiencies and make teaching
and learning easier. There is no doubt that the digital investments made in the past decade helped our
school to continue with online learning throughout
the COVID-19 pandemic. In August 2021, the school
completed its roll-out of chromebooks to all secondary
pupils realising our ambition to have a device for every
pupil. In Primary, a pilot project to evaluate tablet devices started this year and will conclude in the summer.
Our lead teacher of digital learning, Jack McGinlay,
has worked with our IT technicians, Bob Todd, Darren
Griffin and Marc Anderson, to embed Office-365 into
our day to day working. Pupils can now communicate
directly with their teachers and accessing resources for
homework, classwork and revision has been revolutionised by our new technology. Much has been learned
and there is much still to do. One thing we did learn
is that digital solutions cannot replace live interactive
in-person teaching and learning. This was sorely missed
by teachers and pupils. Teaching is a social pursuit
aided by reading learners and adapting the pace and
questions in response to the learners’ needs. That said,
we are excited about the gains from digital technology
and look forward to adapting our teaching to our new
digital discoveries.

I am currently studying Advanced Higher Biology and
Chemistry and Higher Computing Science. The pandemic
has affected students’ education around the world. Luckily,
we were provided with Chromebooks at the start of the
school year. This allowed us to continue learning and communicating with teachers digitally, by attending class calls
and completing assignments through Microsoft Teams.
This made learning over Lockdown not only efficient, but
enjoyable. I found digital learning particularly helpful in
Higher French, where we were given the chance to have
one-on-one meetings with the teacher, which we wouldn’t
have had time to do normally. This helped me improve my
French speaking skills, resulting in my achievement of an A.
Many of the resources used for digital learning are still in
place today, such as Microsoft Teams and Chromebooks.
Microsoft Teams has been beneficial as all our resources are
in one place, making it easier to keep up with our workload.
The chat function also makes it easier to communicate with
teachers as it is more efficient than looking for them around
the school. Chromebooks are also useful for those who did
not have a computer or laptop at home previously, making
digital learning accessible and inclusive. Digital learning was
something many students found difficult to adjust to initially,
however, with support of staff, the overall impact has been
positive.
Mominah Khalid, S6
Jordanhill School • December Edition 2021
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Engineering the Future for Girls
Online Conference 2021

T

he girls of Jordanhill School continued to show
great interest in engineering as a career with a
record six pupils then in S3 applying to Strathclyde
University’s Engineering the Future for Girls Conference.
Historically, women have been under-represented in
engineering and currently represent about one ninth
of the profession. This conference is one attempt to
encourage more young women to consider a career
in engineering.
Despite strong competition from the other extremely
Monday 7th of June 2021: I attended the virtual
Engineering the Future for Girls outreach programme,
continuing until Wednesday the 9th. There were many
applicants but I was informed that I was chosen because
of the avidity and enthusiasm I conveyed in my application form! During the event we were placed into groups
and supplied with a mentor, who aided in instructing us
throughout the tasks we completed. Included in these
tasks was a problem-solving competition, in which we
designed an establishment safe from environmental
calamities; my group succeeded in creating the most
cost-effective solution.
Throughout the rest of the event numerous speakers
from multinational organisations such as BP gave careers
talks. The insights into engineering were illuminating and
have helped me to think about engineering as a possible
career path. If the opportunity arises I would advise
anyone with an interest in engineering or even just
physics in general to take part in this programme. It was
a great way to find out more about engineering and the
careers available.

Daisy
Johnston
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deserving candidates within the school and a large
nationwide field, Daisy Johnston and Eilidh Macarthur
were selected by the organisers to attend.
Normally a live event, due to Covid restrictions this year’s
conference was virtual, with Daisy and Eilidh engaging
with the rest of the country via laptops in school rooms.
Here’s a flavour of their experiences.
Mr Donaldson,
Physics Teacher

Eilidh
MacArthur

The Engineering the Future for Girls programme
was designed to inspire more girls into a career in
engineering . I decided to apply as I wasn’t really sure
what I wanted to study in the future and engineering
had always interested me. I had learned some information about it in school, but I was desperate to find out
more and use the opportunity to work as a team doing
challenges. It was also an opportunity to get to know
more girls my age who were interested in the topic too.
We did lots throughout the 3 days of the programme.
Our challenge was to design a new town by surveying
and deciding where different building types should go.
We also heard from people with careers in engineering
and they talked us through experiments. They gave us so
many opportunities to ask questions and watch experiments. I really enjoyed the Engineering the Future for
Girls programme as I learned all about the different
areas and careers within engineering, from architecture
to civil engineering and has helped me think more about
my future career.
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My STEM Summer
by Lucie McBean

D

uring the summer break, I was selected to
attended two virtual STEM work experience
courses.

The first course was with GlaxoSmithKline (GSK),
one of the world’s leading pharmaceutical
companies. Their work includes developing and
making medicines and vaccines and relies on the
work of many different STEM professionals.
This was a one-day course with a varied agenda, which
started with a warm welcome and a careers talk
delivered by Senior GSK Leaders. They introduced us to
the wide variety of careers that are possible with GSK.
After this, some new graduates went on to tell us about
their day-to-day jobs. This was very interesting as it
allowed me to learn more about each role. We then had a
mock interview session,
by current degree
apprentices which
showed us how to
conduct an effective
interview. As I have
never done a job interview
before, I found this to be really useful.
After lunch we were given a mini STEM project, which
involved creating a new product out of existing GSK
products. This was done individually and submitted at
the end of the day to gain the GSK work experience
certificate. The new product I invented was a new toothpaste which I named ‘Sensotene’, to help sensitive teeth
and dry mouth. On top of naming my new product I had
to give it a slogan, design and promote the product and
look at the environmental impact of the product. The
last session of the day was with current apprentices, they
were very informative and at the end explained how to
apply for jobs and apprenticeships within GSK.
The second course I completed was the week-long
virtual Routes into STEM course delivered by the
Engineering Development Trust (EDT). Through
successful completion of the course, I would be able to
receive a Bronze level Industrial Cadets Program award.
The industrial cadet program was made up of several
different elements.
I attended sessions by various universities, colleges and
companies including Universities of Cambridge,
Birmingham and Heriot-Watt, GSK, Leonardo
and Babcock International. The university
sessions allowed me to learn about the
different engineering courses that are
available e.g., Chemical Engineering,
Civil Engineering, Mechanical
Engineering, Physics & Astronomy,
Aerospace Engineering,

Pharmaceutics and Electronic Engineer. The course also
included information about different careers available
using STEM subjects e.g., Renewable Energy, Sustainable
transport, Recycling, Non-invasive healthcare treatments, Cyber Security and building homes.
During the week, I attended several webinars including:
Inspiring Women in STEM, mixed STEM, Chemistry and
Universities. I also completed a project called ‘Let’s Go
Fission’ with Babcock International Group. Babcock is
an international aerospace, defence and security company with naval businesses across the globe. The project
required substantial research into the company, their
ethos, organisation, and roles within the company. I
learned about nuclear submarines, naval bases, and
nuclear power plants across the UK and further afield.
To successfully complete the program, I had to keep a
record of my work and complete various STEM quizzes.
For example, I had to complete a logic exercise by
Leonardo – a UK-based aerospace company which is one
the biggest security companies used by the UK MoD –
which included a list of clues I needed to use to find who
did which job within the company. The company section
of the course also included quizzes from companies such
as BAE, GSK, Balfour Beatty, Network Rail and Heathrow
Airport.
The final part of the course required me to complete a
careers skill workbook, this included career management
skills, personality quizzes, job matching, hard and soft
skills, writing a CV and personal statement, and interview
questions.
Finally, to receive the
award, my ‘Babcock
International – Let’s
Go Fission project’
and ‘careers skill
workbook’ were submitted and assessed by the program
organisers. I successfully graduated from the course and
received my Bronze Industrial Cadet certificate. I am
now considering the next step towards the Silver Award,
similar to the Duke of Edinburgh Award but for STEM
Industries. Overall, I found both courses very informative
and I have been able to develop my understanding of the
routes that are available into STEM university courses
and careers.
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Linn Products Factory Tour
by Naomi Nager, S5

A

t the beginning of October we were lucky
enough to get to see behind the doors of
high-end audio company, Linn Products.
Our visit took the form of a carefully curated tour of
their factory to see how their products take shape,
and the engineering that underpins the entire
operation.
We swapped our blazers for lab coats and our tour
began. Starting downstairs in the sheet metal workshop, we saw an impressive range of machines in
operation. These are used for punching and forming
and the cases of Linn’s entry level products.
Next, our tour led us to the circuit board facility
where thousands of individual components are
precisely picked, placed and fused to circuit boards.
Some of these machines cost around £400k. It
became clear that quality control measures run
through the entire operation. The boards are
continually checked during assembly.

Cameron carefully
examines the Karousel bearing
Next stop on the tour brought us to a large
space where many different processes were
creating component parts simultaneously.
One area of particular interest was the milling
operation that is used to remove around 80% of
the material from a high grade aluminium billet.
This requires extreme precision and results in
a seamless shell which houses and isolates the
various delicate stages of electronics housed
inside. These parts are used in their flagship
product, the Klimax DSM streamer.
Left: Naomi with DSM streamer board. Each
PCB is individually etched with the “Clyde Built”
insignia which reminds us of Glasgow’s proud
industrial heritage (below.)
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Below: A production technician demonstrates the
robotically controlled milling operations required to
machine a large billet of aluminium. The standard of
engineering, most developed in-house, is remarkable
even for products in this class.

We moved on to the assembly line. This is
where individual employees have the responsibility of assembling a kit of parts into the
completed product. In the event of product
recall each product can be traced back to the
original assembly technician. The product is
then stored in a warehouse, ready
to be packaged up and dispatched
to customers via the Linn dealer
network.
After we had had the complete
tour of the factory, we were invited
into the classroom and learned
about the design process, from
brief through prototyping, to
completed product. Our case study
focussed on the Series 3 wireless
speaker. The attention to detail is
remarkable and even extends to
the packaging and unboxing
experience.
The tour culminated with an invitation into “Linn Home.” Here we got
to see and hear some products in a
home environment. We enjoyed
the opportunity to experience the
amazing quality of the products
we had just seen being made. Linn
products are designed for multiroom
so the sound can extend across the
whole living space.
In the last moments of the visit we
had an inspiring talk from a young
engineer who had joined the company
as a summer intern and managed to
transition into a full-time job.
Overall, an incredible trip to Linn. Getting to see the entire operation from
the design stage right through
to seeing the products in action
was a rare treat!
The Higher Design and Manufacture
enjoy the opportunity to hear some of
their favourite tracks in Linn Home.
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PRIMARY
ARTWORK
Clockwise from top left:
P1- Chloe Tsang,
Murray McKinnon
P3- Jamie Hay,
Wyn Witheyman,
Yiyi Myler, Freya Mackay,
Annabel McCrosson
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PRIMARY
ARTWORK
Clockwise from top left:
P2- Matty Low, Findlay Sharp,
Sophie Paton, Harry Foster
& Katie McLennan,
Victoria Ogden, Lewis Cree
& Clara Drysdale-Wilson,
Daisy McGhee
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PRIMARY
ARTWORK
Clockwise from top left:
P4- Rebecca Paton,
René Hay,
Harry Morton,
Karina Hussain
P5- Lois Porter,
James Farrelly,
Sukhmani Kaur,
Leo Li,
Kaitlin Allan
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PRIMARY
ARTWORK
Clockwise from top left:
P6- Mhairi McCulloch,
Alex Nicolson, Spencer Wales,
Leo Hopkinson, Jack Nicolson,
Olivia Glenroy
P7- Adam Hill, Charlotte Teece,
Abbie Fleming, Robyn Cook,
P7B Class (centre)
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Hannah Roser

Lia Lockhart

National 5 and
Higher Still Life
Maisie McCredie
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Ava Kerr
(top left)
Magnus MacKenzie
(top right)
Cherry Campbell
(middle left)
Rebecca Gray
(middle right)
Lucy Arthur
(below)
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Higher and National 5 Ceramic Vessel Designs

T

his selection of ceramic pieces was produced under
rather different circumstances last session with the
National lockdown. These pieces would normally be
constructed in class and after school, but this was done
instead during three intensive full days working with
Mrs. Pert towards the end of lockdown.
A wonderful experience was had by all with background
music being played to help create a stimulating and

creative environment. All pupils worked incredibly hard
over the three days in what was a refreshing change from
a period working in isolation at home, as is attested by the
superb results that were achieved.
Well done to everyone on producing such a beautiful
range of ceramics.
Mr David Elliott-Wilson, Head of Art and Design.

Ava Mee

Abbi Ritchie

Ava Kerr

Cherry Campbell

Darci Daniels

Elizabeth
MacKay

Magnus MacKenzie

Mysha Hussain
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Hannah
Roser

Ella Grierson

Ellen
Anderson

Finn
Knight

Rebecca
Gray

Heather Mitchell

Lia Lockhart

Rachel Allan
Sarah
Ross

Isla Donaghy

Lucy Arthur

Rachel Stevenson

Sophie
Mitchell

Jessie Waugh

Stirling Brown
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Eilidh Munro

Kate Parry

Higher Photography F
Michael Liang

This selection of final photographs showcases the work
of each of our Higher
Photography pupils, who
rose to the occasion and
largely produced their folios
during lockdown, while
covering a wide range of
personal themes.

Mia McShane

Rudy Ridwan
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Matthew Stevenson

hy Final Photographs

Olivia Campbell

Taylor Burgess

Jonathan McMillan
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E

Cinematic Drama –
Higher Photography
by Euan Saunders
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uan is currently studying Art and Design
at Duncan of Jordanstone – Dundee
..University.
For my Higher Photography folio, I chose the
theme of popular movie genres to experiment
with different shooting styles, locations, lighting
and compositions through my eight photoshoots. Covid rules restricted my options, so I
picked genres that could be recreated at home
with just my family as models. This challenge
made me resourceful and creative: all the
shoots happened in or around my home.
At first, I struggled to direct my models: I wasn’t
prepared, and my direction wasn’t clear. This
frustrated my models and made me rush, not
taking enough shots. I learned to sketch poses
and lighting in advance of each photoshoot, so
I could be clear about what I wanted. Being in
some of the shots myself made me aware that it
can be nerve-wracking. I realise now it’s important to help models relax and enjoy the process.
I learned about lighting styles because of the
different genres - by studying inspirational
photographers and through trial and error.
Action shots needed direct frontal sunlight to
show danger clearly; in the music biopic I used
colour filters on LED lights for a live gig look.
To create a big budget movie look, I used
retouching techniques. When taking shots for
editing later I had to make sure to match the
light, colour and camera angle of the different
components. Paying attention to these details
greatly improved my photography.
Working on this theme has been really
enjoyable and has improved my creativity and
confidence as a photographer. I believe I have
been successful in producing varied images
reflecting eight film genres, within the limits of
my technical skills, experience and resources.

Emotions of
Addiction –
Advanced
Higher
Art and Design
Kate Parry
THE THEME I chose for my
Advanced Higher Art and Design
folio is “Emotions of Addiction”.
I wanted to try and show both
sides of addiction and substance
abuse, the high that it brings in the
moment and the depression and
anger it can bring afterwards, as
well as the isolation caused by the
social stigma around it. I tried to
show that addiction is something
not entirely within the sufferer’s
control. I experimented with
different ways of showing emotions
through the hands and facial
expressions.
Kate is currently studying Art and
Design at Duncan of Jordanstone –
Dundee University.
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An interview with our rugby
coach and Glasgow Warriors
star, Finlay Callaghan
Tell us a bit about yourself.
I am Finlay Callaghan, 20 years old, rugby
player, ex Jordanhill pupil and current
Jordanhill rugby coach. I play rugby full time
with Glasgow warriors, currently as part of
the warrior’s senior academy program which
allows me to play with Ayrshire bulls in the new
Fosroc super six league when not selected for
warriors. Alongside rugby I study economics
at Strathclyde university as a part of the
performance sport program which allows me
to balance sport and studies.
How did you get involved in rugby?
My dad got me into rugby when I was 6 years
old with Glasgow accies RFC, I played for the
school throughout primary and through to S5.
I started the age grade pathway when I was
14, my mum and dad drove me to training and
games all over the country in a 6 year journey
which has led me to where I am now.
What you enjoy about rugby?
I enjoy the sense of community, I think the
togetherness of a rugby squad is quite unique;
Left: Finlay today and right: modelling for our
uniform booklet when he was an S4 pupil!
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you make really close friends, many from
different countries and cultures, who you get
to spend time playing and training with. A
massive driver and attraction of rugby for me
is that it opens the door to travel the world,
meet new people and experience new things.
And of course, the social aspect of rugby goes
unmatched!
What is it like playing with Warriors?
I’m really enjoying the professional
environment at Warriors, and the lifestyle that
comes with that. It’s a pretty full-on schedule
between training and Uni work, but it is
something I have learnt to balance over the
years. To get to play and train with some of the
best players in the world is a dream come true
for me.
Tell us something about your time as a pupil
at Jordanhill School.
In my final year I got involved in the school
show- High School Musical - as coach Bolton.
I tell people my singing was incredible and my
acting even better…. I’ve since learnt there
is footage, but I trust Mrs Dempster and Mrs
Gilmour to keep it locked away.
Give us some advice and wisdom to pass onto
our pupils.
I would definitely encourage perseverance
and hard work. Stick with whatever it is you’re
working on or towards, whether that be sport,
music academia, whatever! Progress comes in
peaks and troughs.

Strava Challenge

Our pupils, families and staff took part in an Interhouse Strava challenge to
help keep our fitness levels high during the 2021 lockdown. We started this
challenge with the plan of getting to the Eiffel Tower in Paris. With over 500
members taking part it developed into an around the world challenge!

Stage 1

Stage 2

Stage 3

Stage 5

Stage 4

Stage 6
Each team covered 18, 276 miles with each house winning at least one stage during the race.
Stage 1 - Glasgow-Paris		
Stage 2 - Paris-Moscow		
Stage 3 - Moscow-Tokyo
Stage 4 - Tokyo-L.A.		
Stage 5 - L.A.-New York		
Stage 6 - New York-Glasgow
Congratulations from Mark Beaumont

The distances covered were amazing, whether
it was a 30 mile bike ride, walking a marathon,
setting a running PB or getting out to exercise
regularly. Even Mark Beaumont who holds the
world record for cycling around the world in
the shortest time covering (240 miles on
average in 79 days) took notice of your
incredible efforts and sent us a
congratulations video.
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Sport and games

at

JordanhillSchool
Summer term games

S1 Team Building

Scottish schools road relay success 2021
This was the first Scottish Schools event of the year.
It was great that pupils were back representing
the school at a national event. Anna Ross S1, Rhuairdh
Laing S1 and Carys Murrison S2 represented the
school in this national competition. They ran a 1.5 mile
course at Piteencrieff Park, Dunfermline.
Rhuairdh ran an
outstanding race
in his first outing
as a Secondary
pupil to take first
place and
claim gold.

Netball
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Rowing

W

hen we went into lockdown, one thing that helped
me structure my day was rowing. Undoubtedly
my sport helped me keep going during an unusual time.
Though the majority of it was confined to the small study
with one little window, doing kilometres after kilometres,
the prospect of future seasons kept me going. Home
workouts became the norm as I had to makeshift some
weights and do zoom calls with my rowing group to
maintain the community we had built pre lockdown. It
was a tough time but I learnt a lot about myself and how
to cope in stressful situations.
When restrictions lifted, I was beyond delighted to get
out onto the river again, though crew boats were still
banned, the ability to do my single re-energized my
passion for the sport as land sessions grew tiresome.
Then the dreaded winter training came. These are fitness
packed months to get you into shape for your summer

campaign, going out rain or snow. However, all this effort
to do something other than online learning paid off as I
was able to go back down south to compete at National
Schools and British Championships placing top 10 for
both. The one thing however which made the whole
experience just a bit more worth it was being selected by
Scottish Rowing to race in one of their boats for Henley. It
was a whole new experience for me, and it was well worth
the constant blistering of the hands or muscle pain the
next day after continuous sessions.
My support from coaches and crew mates helped me
realise I could make the best of an unusual situation and
use it to my advantage. Going into my final junior rowing
year I only hope to expand on what I have done and
represent Scotland at Home Internationals.
Dara Wood 6St
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Hockey

Representing
Scotland

Senior pupils Ella Ritchie,
Ava Wadsworth and
Mhairi Low represented
Scotland at Hockey this year playing
for the Under 17 Scotland team.

We have been lucky enough to be part of the Scotland
development squad since 2019 but due to Covid
restrictions most events had to be cancelled. When
we came out of lockdown we had trials again and this
experience started to feel real. After weeks of trials,
fitness testing and an Ulster series we were finally
selected for the final Under 17s team and we were over
the moon!
We started training three times a week which included
video analysis, practice games, team bonding and intense
training. They also gave us a personalised fitness plan to
work on, on top of training. The intimidation we felt going

into this was overwhelming, but with all time we spent as
a team we all became close and really bonded with the
coaches and everyone in our team from all over Scotland.
Our first series against England really tested our limits.
We were thrown in at the deep end, battling against
a team of top class players. Despite this we held our
ground and fought till the last minutes of the games.
Unfortunately, we lost the series but it was an incredible
mental challenge and learning experience for us all.
Later on in the summer we went on to play Wales in
a three day series in Glasgow. Sadly the weather was
atrocious this weekend so we only got to play one out of
three games. However, we made the most
of the weekend with video sessions, group
activities and lots of team chats. We had
to wake up early to do a jog and stretches
before breakfast to activate our legs for the
game. We managed to come away with a 5-1
win. It was a great team performance and we
started to really gel as a team and know what
different players wanted on the pitch.
Finally, it was time for the main event, The
Futures Cup in England. It lasted 4 days and
we played 3 games, the level of intensity was
something we had never experienced before.
All the teams stayed in same university
accommodation. We were only allowed to
wear our Scotland kit at all times of the day.
We had lots of team meetings to discuss
tactics and work on video analysis. We would
eat in the same hall as all the other teams.
There were a number of different stalls we
could choose to eat from so we were spoiled
for choice and of course, we all ate a lot!
At night we were allowed to socialise with
other teams. It was a great experience to get
to know other hockey players as well as a
different hockey point of view.
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We lost our first game but stayed positive and won our
other game allowing us to get into 3rd and 4th playoff.
After a tense game we managed to win and come away
with a 3rd place medal which, even though it wasn’t the
medal we were hoping for, we were absolutely buzzing
about it!

unmatched, unique experience that has undoubtedly
prepared us for the future. We hope to carry on working
hard, pushing ourselves to advance to the next levels
of hockey, taking not only the physical, but mental
development we’ve learned from this journey and
applying it to bigger opportunities.

We have taken so much from playing for Scotland, an

Ella Ritchie (S6), Ava Wadsworth & Mhairi Low (S5)
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Jordanhill FP Golf Section

I

t is difficult to say exactly when the FP Golf section
started. I suspect it was Jimmy Dickson Secretary of
the FP Rugby Club who initiated games for members
of the Rugby Section, and it developed from there. The
donation of the Walker Cup in 1962 could, I suppose,
make that year as an unofficial start date.
The Secretaries and the Trophies played for kept the Golf
section together. The Secretaries organised two outings
per year and carried out the necessary networking to
keep the Club active. In chronological order there was:Jimmy Dickson (1962 to 1975) Dr Brian Calder (1975
to 1999), John Roxburgh (1999 to 2015) and presently
John’s daughter Joyce Tait (2015 to present). The
Trophies which were played for at each outing, and over
the season:-

• The Andrew Walker Trophy. Presented in 1962 by the
late Headmaster of the school, and presented to the
lowest combined score over the spring and autumn
outings.

• The Jimmy Dickson Putter presented to the winner

of the spring outing. Jimmy’s old mallet head putter
which he had drilled out and filled with molten lead
was mounted on a custom built Oakwood frame by
the late Technical teacher from the school Mr Douglas
Hillhouse.

• The Secretary’s Quaich which is awarded
to the winner of the autumn outing and
was presented by Dr Brian Calder in 1999
on his giving up being Secretary.

• The Knockout Tankard, presented by

the late Alastair Holmes, and played for
on a head to head basis between

46

Jordanhill School • December Edition 2021

partaking FP’s over the summer months between
the two outings. In 2015 the old tankard had no
more room left for the names of new winners to be
engraved. Past secretary John Roxburgh stepped
in, and presented the club with a new tankard, thus
keeping the continuity going. The old Tankard is now
on display in the cabinet in the school’s foyer.
During my Secondary years at school, playing Rugby was
my priority and I only played a few games of Golf with,
mainly at municipal courses in Glasgow like Knightswood
, Little Hill, and Dalmuir. On leaving school I fell naturally
enough into the FP Rugby Club which was playing out
of their new War Memorial grounds at Kilmardinny. All
very exciting times and new experiences. I was very
heavily involved in the building of the new Clubhouse in
the early 70’s providing Quantity Surveying services; In
1974 I was presented with a treasured engraved tankard
by the Rugby Club. There were five of these tankards
given out at the time. One to the Rugby Club President
Norrie McNab. Ian Will the Architect, Hector McKenzie
the Clerk of Works, Neil MacDonald the Kilmardinny
Grounds man and myself. Sobering thought is that I am
the only one still surviving!!

My favourite FP golf outing that I remember with great
fondness was an outing to Taymouth Castle in Perthshire.
As it was quite a distance and very few had cars, Jimmy
had organised a small bus to take us up there and back,
including stopping off at a few watering holes on the
return trip. Apart from the stunning setting for the golf
course at the head of Loch Tay, and with the surrounding
pine clad sloping hills, there are two other memories
which will never leave me.
We travelled up by bus and I remember it passing
through Kenmore and through the very impressive stone
arches at the entrance to the estate. As we made our way
through the trees Taymouth Castle came into view. What
a fantastic Clubhouse I thought to myself. The bus turned
a corner of the castle, and there it was in all its glory the
Clubhouse, which was at that time a converted Railway
carriage!!!
The second memory I had of my first visit to Taymouth
Castle brought me a great prize several years later. I
was on holiday in Lytham St Annes in the eighties, and
was reading my Glasgow Herald. (I stopped buying
The Herald in later years when it went up in price to
10 shillings. ) At the time the Tom Shields column was
offering a prize of bottle of whiskey and a replica of
Tom Morris putter, all for the best Golfing anecdote
submitted.
Pen in hand I quickly submitted my story of that first
visit to Taymouth Castle:Jimmy Dickson and I had been drawn to play against
each other in the knock out competition. We were to
play our regular stroke play competition, and Jimmy
and I agreed to get our knockout tie out of the way at
the same time, by combining the two in one round. The
competition between us was quite fierce and it was nip
and tuck. We reached a long par 5 hole and jimmy had
an excellent long drive down the middle, and ended up
about 10 yards short of a red and white marker post in the
middle of the fairway. Reaching his ball Jimmy got down
on his knees and was gauging his chances of reaching
the green in two, if it wasn’t for that marker pole getting

in the way. Jimmy must have thought about the rules. A
removable object!
He marched forward and pulled the pole from out of
socket and threw it to the side. Marching back to his
clubs he picked out a fairway wood, in the hope of
reaching the green, He rather rushed the shot, swung
and topped the shot resulting in the ball trickling
straight along the ground and down the socket hole. My
submission Won first prize and as Tom Shields said “Was
that a hole in two?”
I cannot remember what happened to the bottle of
whiskey which has gone, but the Tom Morris putter hangs
proudly above my bar at home, a permanent reminder of
a wonderful days outing.
Over the years the venues for our outings have been very
varied and interesting, and the current trend is to play
Golf Clubs in and around Glasgow area. Whilst he was
Secretary Brian Calder always managed to provide small
prizes for contestants, over and above the usual trophies.
Very welcome, as sometimes it was for the highest score
at a particular hole. I think I still have the ball!
To mark the Golden Anniversary of the Walker Cup
in 2012 a special match was arranged of as many past
winners of the Cup who could attend, and play at Cawder
Golf Club, Bishopbriggs. Some came but could not play,
but were available for the photo shoot which is a record
of as many of the Winners who could make it, together
with a complete list of every year’s winners since the
Cups presentation.
History was made at our last autumn outing to Douglas
Park when FP Shona Murison won the Secretaries
Quaich. Attendance at the outings varies but usually
in the region of 12 to 20 golfers. All Former Pupils are
made most welcome, even for a one off visit, and an
announcement of forthcoming venues are usually to be
found in the school journal, or web site, as well as contact
details.
Graham Dunigan, FP 1962
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Primary House Matches,
May 2021

P4/5 (Winners St John)

After such a long time without sporting
fixtures, it was good to hold the P4/5 and
P6/7 House matches in May 2021.
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P6/7 (Winners
Crawfurd)

Bannockburn

2021

A

fter our Virtual Bannockburn
event last year, we were
delighted to welcome our
historical re-enactors back for a live
event this year over two days in May.
S1 pupils experienced life in a medieval
camp, learnt about weapons and stage
fighting techniques and, most importantly,
once again helped Bruce win the Battle of
Bannockburn!
After learning about the Scottish Wars of
Independence as one of our topics in history,
S1 was given the opportunity over two days
in June to re-enact the battle of Bannockburn on the
school rugby pitch. To manage numbers, we were split
into two groups, with Crawfurd and St John taking part
on the first day, and Montgomerie and Smith taking part
on the second day.
Each day the houses taking part were split into two
groups. One group then did battle training, learning how
to march as a group, how to use spears, and how to use
swords. Meanwhile the other group learned what the
people who stayed at the camp ( the sma’ folk) would
have done during the battle. We learned about how they
weaved, using small circles with slits cut out of them, and

how we could use a plastic straw and ink to write in the
way they would have. Then the groups swapped over
what they were doing.
At the end of the day, we did the final re-enactment
of the battle, with some people taking the roles of the
Scots, and others taking the role of the English. We
were all spearmen or swordsmen, and after a shout of
“charge” we started (pretend) fighting using the skills we
had been taught. Just like in real life, the ‘Scots’ won the
battle and left the field victorious. We all really enjoyed it
and it was a good way to bring our lessons to life.
By Rory Galbraith, 2Mo
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Striving Higher – A Virtual Tour of

JordanhillSchool

In April 2021 I was contacted by the Doors Open
day Festival Co Ordinator asking if Jordanhill School
would like to work with Open Past to create a virtual
tour of the school for the 2021 Doors Open Day
Festival. With Covid restrictions still in place we
were unable to host in person tours so we jumped
at the chance to work with this film company. Open
Past create short films with a focus on history,
heritage and archaeology.
All our planning meetings with the film team took place
via Zoom throughout the summer term,
with our main task being to edit a script
with relevant photos, collate a selection of
additional images and recruit 4 senior pupils
to present the film. We had taken part in
Doors Open Day in 2018 so had a script,
researched and collated by Mrs Kate Clark
(our Volunteer Archivist) which was used as
the basis of this virtual tour.
During the summer holidays, e-mails and
documents passed between myself, Open Past and the
4 senior pupils who had become involved in the filming
project in preparation for filming day in early August.
Thankfully the chosen day proved to be sunny and bright,
showing our campus off in its best light and allowing
outdoor filming to take place.
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Each pupil was recorded reading their part of the script
before starting to film the virtual tour around both the
North and South Campus buildings. Thanks to the
patience of the pupils and expertise of the film crew we
were able to complete the majority of the filming in one
very long day, with supplementary footage to link shots
together being taken on a second day.
The presentation skills of the senior pupils - Euan Aitken,
Bonnie Hannah, Ruaridh Gilmour and Craig Stout
were outstanding considering none had any previous
experience and very few retakes were required!
The virtual tour Striving Higher – A Virtual
Tour Of Jordanhill School was included
in the Doors Open day Festival online
from 13th-19th September and is now
available on You Tube. Follow this link
to view the film: www.youtube.com/
watch?v=AxTP7HqoYjU
We hope to hold an Open Day for
Former Pupils on the same weekend
as our rescheduled Centenary Dinner. This will give
Former Pupils the opportunity to tour the school with
senior pupils, view an exhibition in the Main Hall and
reconnect with former schoolfriends. Further details will
be published in the 2022 Spring Journal.
Joanna Donaldson
School Librarian

Help us to

Strive Higher

I hope you enjoyed this December 2021 issue of the
Jordanhill Journal. We rely on the goodwill of our parents,
staff, former pupils, and friends of the school to help us pay for
our music, arts, co-curricular and sports programmes that feature
in this journal. It is a testament to this support that so many of
our pupils achieve highly and continue to make their mark
beyond Jordanhill School.
We need your support.
Please consider helping us in our campaign to ensure that the next
generation of Jordanhill pupils benefit from all that Jordanhill School
has to offer. You can do this by donating through our Striving Higher
campaign to help us realise our ambitions.
You can find out more about our campaign by visiting our website:
www.jordanhill.glasgow.sch.uk/development/

Striving
Higher

Please consider making a donation,
or set up a Direct Debit, on line:
totalgiving.co.uk/charity/jordanhill-school-educational-amenities-trust-fund
Contributions to the journal from former pupils
We love hearing from former pupils as do our many readers
from across the globe.
If you have a story to tell and are connected to Jordanhill School,
please contact us at info@jordanhill.glasgow.sch.uk
Thank-you,

John Anderson
Rector (Principal and Chief Executive)
December 2021

Striving
Higher

45 Chamberlain Rd, Glasgow G13 1SP
0141 576 2500 • email info@jordanhill.glasgow.sch.uk

