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Rector
As we entered the 2022 Summer term, COVID  
restrictions eased allowing us to offer our pupils  
experiences that had been sorely lacking. We crafted 
a programme of assemblies, day trips and concerts. 
Remarkably, we created four residential excursions 
under an extremely tight time frame. The success  
of these ventures was measured by the enthusiastic 
response from our pupils, which we have attempted 
to capture in this edition of the Jordanhill Journal.

Our belated Centenary dinner was enjoyed by over 
350 guests at the Kelvingrove Art Galleries and  
Museum on Saturday 17th September. The audience 
of staff, former pupils, former staff, parents and friends 
of the school enjoyed a magnificent evening. Pupils 
entertained our guests and we raised a considerable 
sum of money for the Educational Amenities Trust. 
This support has given us great encouragement  
for our re-launch of the school’s Striving Higher  
campaign, led by our new Director of Development, 
Jill Robinson, who joined us in August.

Thank you for your ongoing support. It is a privilege to 
lead a school as dynamic as Jordanhill. Fresh  
challenges are presented everyday but the  
organisation thrives as it is supported by a dedicated 
team who believe in providing a first-class education 
for our pupils. Our pupils remain at the core of our 
work and it is wonderful to witness them thrive as  
we help them navigate through the challenges of 
learning and life.  I hope you enjoy reading about their 
work in this edition of the Jordanhill Journal.  
My thanks to all our contributors.

Best wishes,

 

John Anderson, October 2022
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Make the most of your home

nest take care of your project 
from start to finish – reliably and 
professionally. We’ll creatively 
design your space, produce all 
architectural drawings and apply 
for any required permissions. 
We’ll then carefully manage  
and carry out the build and 
interior for you.

We have a skilled and experienced 
team of trades who complete all 
building work to high standards, 
with meticulous attention to  
detail – all with our unique  
design led approach.

Complete design and build for 
extensions, renovations and new builds.

Contact us today 
0141 586 8324
mynest.co.uk
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S6 pupils created their own video campaigns,  
encouraging fellow pupils and staff to vote them 
into office. We are pleased to announce that  
the following pupils were appointed to our  
S6 Captaincy team:
Captains: Niamh Allan and Alasdair Fisher

Senior Vice-Captains: Ella Grierson and Finn Grierson

Vice-Captains: Ava Wadsworth, Phoebe Haldane, Eilidh 
Corfield and Cameron Hill

Pupil Leadership  
Teams 2022-23

Crawfurd 
Captains: Anna Hazard and Michael Hildrey 
Vice-Captains: Fergus Black and William Hillis

Montgomerie 
Captains: Owen Osude and Katy Galbraith 
Vice-Captains: Ellie Hamilton and Sylvie Robertson

Primary House Captains

St John 
Matthew Bryce  
and Lexi March

Smith 
Holly Rodger  

and Findlay Howie

Montgomerie 
Alexander Murray  
and Catriona Munro

Crawfurd 
Isla Nairn and  
Harry Tinkler

Lodging 
House  
Mission
After learning about the  
importance of gratitude  
and giving during Harvest 
time, Primary pupils were 
excited to contribute to  
Jordanhill’s donations for  
The Lodging House Mission. 
Parents, carers and friends 
of the school donated most 
generously to our appeal.

Learning about our community

Visit to the Hindu Mandir
Primary 4 classes were invited to the Glasgow  
Hindu Mandir. They enjoyed learning about the 
Hindu faith and traditional customs. Pupils loved 
trying out Bollywood dancing and wearing  
traditional dress.

Primary House Captains  
delivering food items to  
The Lodging House Mission. 

Smith 
Captains: Lola Burgess and Waris Ahmed 
Vice-Captains:  Charlie Shearer and Carys Murrison

St John 
Captains: Abdallah Khadra and Ava Mee 
Vice-Captains: Safey Ibrahim and Alana Torley

Secondary House Captains



I have been interested in computers and problem 
solving from an early age. Aged 9, I was fortunate 

to have the opportunity to live in Dubai for a year 
with my family. It was there I had my first official 
computing challenge – Par1 Steamathlon. The  
competition involved building and coding a small 
robot to play golf on a purpose-built par 1 golf 
course. In our team we successfully trained the  
robot to hit a ball using a small golf club. We  
presented this at the European Tour in front of 
many famous golfers such as Ian Poulter. I enjoyed 
combining my love of golf with my love of coding.
Since returning to Jordanhill School and moving 
into secondary, I was delighted to join Mr Madill’s 
Wednesday lunchtime Coding Club. This has 
offered me many amazing opportunities. A project 
I have been involved in was the Astro PI challenge 
run by the European Space Agency and Raspberry 
PI Foundation. For this project I developed a  
program which measured temperature and  
humidity levels in space and was run on the  
International Space Station.
I won the in-house Christmas coding challenge, 
where I created a Christmas themed website using 

computer programming languages HTML,  
CSS, and JavaScript. 
Through Coding Club, I am currently working on  
a project that involves Artificial Intelligence and  
Machine Learning. The goal of the project is to 
create a website that can record when a pupil walks 
into class using facial recognition and automatically 
logs the class attendance. I am working towards 
presenting this to Google at the end of this year.
Through school and independent study, I will 
continue to learn and develop my coding skills and 
knowledge. I recommend coding to anyone as it is 
a skill that is very useful and will continue to be in 
demand worldwide. You will be surprised coding  
is everywhere!
Special thanks to Patty O’Callaghan, a volunteer 
teacher at the Coding Club and my mentor, who is  
a lead at the Google Developer Group Glasgow.
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by Lewis Shearer, 2Sm

Wednesday Coding Club 

•
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Mathematics success
S6 pupil, Matthew Russell, has been awarded the  
Mary Somerville Prize from the Institute and Faculty  
of Actuaries. This prize is awarded to the top  
performing students in the Higher Maths exam in  
Scotland. Matthew is this recipient of the prize for  
2022  for achieving 100% in the Higher  
Mathematics exam.

IN S4 RELIGIOUS AND MORAL EDUCATION, pupils  
are encouraged to reflect on racism and create anti- 
racism posters.  They can then enter theses posters in 
the national anti-racism competition, Show Racism the 
Red Card.  This year, fourth year pupils Charlotte Taylor 
and Marcie Robertson were finalists in the S4 category.  
Marcie won the S4 category overall!  She reflects on her 
achievement below.

Young Poets
Pupils from Primary 3  
(2021-22) enjoyed entering  
a national competition  
with many of our entries  
published in a new book,  
‘This is Me! – Acrostics’.

Climbing  
by Zoe Fleming, P4
Climbing is fun.
Lingering in trees looking at the view.
I‘m so happy climbing.
My body is tired from climbing all day.
Bouncing on trees, trying to get higher.
I’m great at climbing to the top. 
No stopping until I get to the top. 
Great, I’m going to get a climbing frame. 

Earlier this year in Religious and 
Moral Education our school  
competed in the Show Racism the 
Red Card poster competition. I later 
received the news that out of 1,500 
entries my poster was one of the 
winners!  I received the award at an 
enjoyable event at Hampden Park 
Stadium. 

Throughout history there 
have been many inspiring 
characters that have stood 
up against and rejected 
the oppression they faced 
due to the colour of their 
skin. I chose three fighters 
and thinkers to include 
on my poster. Nelson 
Mandela was the former 
president of South Africa 
who dedicated his life 
to fighting for civil rights 
and equality. Ultimately, 
he was a driving force in 
toppling South Africa’s 
racist apartheid regime. 
Malcom X also features on 
my poster. He fought for 
his fellow black Americans 
and urged them to fight 
for their rights and defend 
themselves from violence. 
Lastly, I chose Angela 
Davis, not only did she 
challenge issues surround-

ing race but also class, and she was a strident feminist. 
Angela Davis’ quote “I am no longer accepting the 
things I cannot change. I am changing the things I 
cannot accept.” is on my poster as I found it hugely 
powerful and I feel as though it has influenced many 
generations of fighters and will influence many more 
to come. 



Like most events of 2021-22 this was held without a 
parental audience, but we did have a small audience of 
pupils who enjoyed listening to their peers. Our visiting 
judges commented on the obvious musicianship of all 
participants and were impressed with the high standards 
of performance on the evening.

Junior Category Winner: Alistair Hillis          
Runners Up: Ellen Phillips and Martha Johnson

Senior Category Winner: Euan Aitken         
Runners Up: Daka Zvekare and Eleanor Carrie
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Niamh Finnieston
Every Monday and Thursday, I help  
support Miss Gillan’s P5 class. Right now,  
I am helping with their reading and writing 
of creative stories. I feel honoured to help 
out in a class with such highly skilled pupils 
in terms of their writing abilities. Their  
creativity is really impressive, most of their 
ideas are much better than what I could 
come up with and it’s definitely humbling! 
Sometimes I give targeted support to pupils 
with spelling and reading and I am really  
enjoying working with the class. I love 
 getting to know the younger pupils and 
giving back to the school. 

 

S6 GIVING BACK TO THE 
JORDANHILL COMMUNITY
Sixth year presents pupils with a huge variety 
of opportunities to grow, lead and give back 
to the Jordanhill community. As part of the S6 
experience, pupils are encouraged to dedicate 
some of their free periods to our community 
involvement projects. This year pupils have  

selected to support younger pupils in classes, 
run extracurricular clubs and even act as our 
social media coordinator. Here, four pupils  
reflect on their experience of supporting  
pupils in the Primary department. 

Phoebe Haldane
As part of my community involvement, I made 
the decision to help out in multiple aspects of the 
school. During the school day, this includes an S3 
Spanish class and a P6 PE class. I also support  
P6-7 hockey after school every week. In all these 

placements, I get the opportunity to help the  
teachers/coaches and get to know many pupils 
from across the school. 

In the Primary 6 PE class, I help out in demonstra-
tions and umpire their games. In the Spanish class, I 
use my Spanish knowledge to support pupils when 

they find aspects of the  
language difficult. I enjoy 
being able to see the pupils 
improve each week and it’s 
nice to get involved in the 
primary class as it reminds  
me of when I was their age. 

One of my favourite parts 
about helping the primary  
pupils is that they all recog-
nise me in the playground 
and rush over to say hi. I  
remember when I was  
younger, looking up to the 
seemingly old and mature S6 
pupils that would help out 
in my class and so it is very 
rewarding to get to be that 
person for younger pupils.  
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Gregor Williamson
I have been helping in Ms Cernis’ P5 class every week. I 
lead small groups of pupils and assist them with their topic 
work, which is currently Australia. I am proud to be able to 
support the pupils as I can see that it is beneficial for them. 
It allows them to work with a senior pupil and it involves 
them learning in a different environment. I am enjoying 
this responsibility and I have grown in confidence by 
working with younger pupils. It’s a real throwback to when 
I was this age and learned about this same topic. So far, 
it’s going really well, except when the whole group tries to 
ask me random questions at once and it becomes one big 
noise! It makes me realise just how hard the teachers work 
to support the pupils of Jordanhill School. 

Beth Bushell 
Every Friday morning, I 

support pupils in Mrs Kyle’s 
Primary 1 class. Currently, I 
am helping them learn the 
letters of the alphabet and 
introducing them to new 

words to expand their  
vocabulary. I really enjoy 

helping in a class of enthusi-
astic learners who are always 
keen to get an answer before  

their peers! The level of  
enthusiasm, competitive-
ness and creativity in the 
class is something I find 

incredible.  I love getting to 
know each of them better 

each week and hearing the 
new crazy ideas they’ve 

created. 
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After two COVID hit years P7 could not wait to 
head off to Abernethy, a trip we had been 
  anticipating since August!

As the bus pulled up to the kerb outside Laurel Park, 
we waved a heartfelt goodbye to our parents. A week 
away was going to be a lot to process however the 
exciting thought of arriving in Abernethy flushed 
away any worries as we all took our first steps onto the 
bus and talked about the long and exciting journey 
that lay ahead. Hearts racing, smiles gleaming.  Mixed 
emotions filled the air. Now we were finally off and as 
we drove off into the distance everyone clutched onto 
their seats, waiting for the beginning of the best trip of 
our lives. Abernethy was getting closer and closer by 
the second. We all got to sit next to our friends which 
kept everyone busy for the rest of the trip. You could 
only imagine the excitement that flooded our heads 
until we set sights on our home for the next few days. 
As we got there, the sun was shining almost as though 
it had been planned, and as we all stepped off the bus 

to gather our suitcases, we saw the grand house where 
the girls would be staying. It was huge. Everyone was 
speechless with excitement as we looked around the 
luscious grass that surrounded us, it was like a dream 
come true. Although everyone had seen the pictures, 
it did not prepare us because in real life it was so much 
more magical. We could all tell that this was going to 
be the best week ever!
As we settled into our dorms, everyone was called out-
side for our first activity. We were split into teams and 
set off following the map that would lead us to victory. 
With speed and agility, each team ran around looking 
for letters that were secretly hidden all around this 

By Orlaith Cowan and George Hillis S1

Primary 7 Abernethy Trip 2022
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majestic place. It allowed us to explore what was out 
there, lush grassy hills and small crystal clear pools of 
water.  Each place showed us a new area that we had 
to explore. Running back and forth, we were racing 
against time and of course the other teams. By the end 
we were all pretty tired but our smiles never faded. 
Soon it was time for dinner and even after only one 
activity, we were all ready to eat. There was so much 
delicious food to choose from. We ravenously filled 
our hungry bellies, but that wasn’t all. We were also 
treated to the most amazing desserts –  a new dish was 
served every night. After that, you could choose from 
the many places to go, like the games room where 
people would battle it out on air hockey, pool or table 

tennis. Or you could go outside, where the tall green 
hills, fresh air and beautiful surroundings awaited you. 
Abernethy had so much to offer, making it hard to 
choose. We all knew that this experience was going to 
be amazing but now that everyone was here it was so 
much better than that, unforgettable memories were 
being made. 
As the dark sky rose from the hills and the golden sun 
disappeared, we all thought the first day was over.  
Silence roamed the halls, sleepy heads lay on pillows 
as we drifted in a deep sleep. Suddenly we were  
awoken by the shrill noise of the fire alarm! Peering 
out the windows, we saw all the boys standing outside 
at 3am! It seemed to go on for ages and just when we 
thought it was over and had let sleep take hold once 
again, the girls had a fire alarm of their own, going off 
at 6am! Rubbing our eyes, most of us were ex- 
hausted but we had to go outside and wait for it to 
end... What felt like minutes later we were all awoken 
for our first full day by the tannoy blasting out ‘Wake 
Up it’s a Beautiful Morning’ followed by Gordon, one 
of the chefs, shouting “Goooood morning Jordanhill!” 
Throughout the week, all the groups had an instructor, 
a teacher, or an S6 pupil  to help us out with the activi-
ties. Over the next few days, we did multiple activities. 
For example canoeing, where we were pushed into the 
water with a splash and played games where we had to 
switch canoes as they shook and wobbled. Our hearts 
raced as the cold deep water lay below us! We also got 
to soak the instructors and our teachers by hitting our 
oars against the icy loch, but they didn’t submit with-
out a fight and in the process not one person left the 
lake untouched and dry.  All the staff, instructors and 
S6 pupils were amazing and a fantastic help.
Every evening, after we had finished our activities 
during the day, we dashed off to the games room, pool 
and pitches just as we had on our first night. As the 
days went by we all bought hoodies from the centre 
shop, and some, including me, bought snoods! 

The activities were the best part of the 
trip. We got to do canoeing, raft building, 
wall climbing, stacking up beer crates 
and standing on them, and archery. At 
the end of almost all activities we would 
jump into the murky pond! The best 
part about all these activities was the 
fact that you were doing them with your 
best mates and every task seemed to be 
hilarious. 
Abernethy 2022 was absolutely fantastic, 
and if I had the chance, I would without a 
doubt, do it all again. It was definitely one 
of the best memories I have of the whole 
of primary school. From the surprisingly 
fun bus journeys, to jumping and getting 
drenched in the freezing chilly water 
after canoeing with my best friends, I am 
sure everyone in our year would agree 
that it was an experience that we  
will never forget!•
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S1 Raasay
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Three, two, one. My eyes close as 
I leap over the edge of the pier. It 
felt like ages before the ice-cold 

water that surrounds Raasay engulfed 
me. A much-needed refreshing plunge 
after a long bus journey to get to the 
beautiful island where we would be 
spending the next four days. 
They were action packed with 
everything from sailing to rock climbing 
and my favourite, kayaking. For the  
kayaking we were all given a wetsuit 
which would come in handy later. Once 
at the loch we jumped into the kayaks 
and we were off. It was not long before 
we splashed into the water again.  I was 
the first one in and loved it so much I 
was probably the last one out. 
After busy days it was always nice to 
come back to Raasay House, where 
after a delicious dinner we had the 
chance to chill with our friends. We 
all had the best experience and it was 
great to spend time together doing 
things we’ve missed out on over the  
last two years.

By Matthew Dodson

•
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Four of our pupils reflect on their  
S2 year group trip to London, which  
took place in May 2022.

ERIN McCALLUM:
Our year group trip to London was AMAZING!! We  
arrived early on the Monday morning at the bus, and 
all piled on with smiles and goodbyes. The journey 
was a long one - 10hrs to be exact - but it was also a 
fun one (and vomit-free!). My friends and I played 
card games and chatted throughout it. The occasional 
stops at the service stations meant we could stretch 
our legs and grab a drink and more sweets - not that 
we really needed anymore! After the long journey and 
a quick bite at Pizza Hut, we were allocated our rooms 
at the hotel. I really enjoyed the freedom of sharing 
a room with my best friend, but it also came with the 
responsibility of getting up and being ready for break-
fast on time! We occasionally got lost in the seemingly 
endless, horror-movie-esque hallways, but we did 
always find our way back eventually.
The activities were AMAZING! We went to so many 
places including the National Theatre, Science  
Museum, Tower of London, and more... My personal 
favourites were the Thames boat tour and the trip to 
the iconic Convent Garden.
Perhaps the most memorable moment came after our 
tour of the National Theatre. We had just finished the 
tour and had some time to spare, so we walked along 

the South Bank, ahead of our boat trip. Many hadn’t 
brought a rain jacket because the skies were sunny 
and blue. That, however, proved to be a big mistake! 
We watched as the biggest, blackest clouds rolled 
over London like the arrival of a super villain. All of a 
sudden, the rain started to pour, quickly followed by 
the loudest thunder I’ve ever heard! We sheltered 
under a small gathering of trees waiting for it to pass. 
When it did, we ran back to the safety of the theatre. 
Not long after, we walked along to the London Eye 
and queued, huddling together, on a floating pontoon 
in the middle of the river Thames. Thankfully, we had 
learnt our lesson and put our rain jackets on because it 
began POURING again. The sound of water on water 
was deafening! I had my camera out, filming the  
Parliament building, when the biggest, boldest bang 
of thunder roared over our heads! It screamed at us, 
and we screamed back in return, with fear! We could 
tell it was directly above us because the sound came 
from everywhere all at once!  I was just grateful we 
weren’t at the top of the London Eye at the time!  
Nevertheless, the odds turned in our favour because 
as soon as the boat pulled up the clouds disappeared 
as quickly as they arrived, returning to the happy 
blue sky we saw before. We wiped the seats with our 
sleeves and enjoyed the ride that took us down to see 
all the amazing sights like the Parliament building and 
Tower Bridge – which looked magnificent!

 Convent Garden was spectacular too, all dressed 
up for the Jubilee with bunting and banners. Several 
purchases were made from the jubilee market selling 
everything from Union flags with the Queen’s face on 
it, to London jumpers.
Overall, I thoroughly enjoyed this trip! It was a great 
experience and it allowed us to be independent but 
also giving us responsibility - all whilst having a blast! 

BETH ROSS:
The London trip was amazing! One of my favourite 
memories was the thunderstorm that came out of 
nowhere while we waited on a pier in the Thames. 
Despite being soaked, it was exhilarating! We were 
also lucky enough to see two fabulous musicals. While 
I enjoyed Hamilton, Dear Evan Hansen was definitely 
my favourite. The singers took my breath away and Mr 
Sludden even cried twice! Not to mention the clever 
staging and lighting that brought the show to life. 
On the trip we also gained some responsibility by 
sharing a room with a friend or two in the hotel. It gave 
us a taste of what it would be like if we moved out after 
school and it was, for sure, a big highlight for me. 
Overall, I thoroughly enjoyed the London trip, I made 
so many incredible memories. 

OWEN RAMSAY:
Perhaps surprisingly, one of my highlights of the trip 
was stopping at some of the service stations on the 
bus journey there and back! It was great fun hanging 
out with my friends. The long journey flew by since all 
I was thinking about was what I would buy at the next 
stop...!

JOE CARTY:
I was particularly excited to see a West End play, 
as I had never been before. The musical Dear Evan 

Hansen did not disappoint. The theatre was majestic, 
the play spectacular, the acting fantastic, and I think 
the performance had the whole theatre reaching for 
their tissues to wipe away tears at the end. 
For many, the Tower of London is the epitome of Brit-
ish stereotypes - crown jewels, beefeaters in the big, 
black hats, a castle... However, seeing it all face to face 
was a different experience altogether. I remember 
thinking, surely the guards don’t just stare into space 
and stay silent all day. However, I can confirm that they 
do! As for seeing the crown jewels up close, it was 
somewhat unreal. Seeing the diamonds glimmer and 
shine right in front of us was amazing.
One of the most iconic aspects of London is its monu-
ments. From Big Ben to London Bridge, seeing them 
on TV is great, but experiencing them in real life is 
just next level. We were lucky enough to get a tour of 
London to see all of the sights for ourselves. Passing 
Downing Street and Buckingham Palace for the first 
time was astounding. We even got to see the Queen’s 
marching band first-hand, as they prepared for the 
Jubilee celebrations.
The bus journey to and from London was something 
many had dreaded – and fair enough, an eight-hour 
bus journey isn’t everyone’s cup of tea. However,  
looking back, the bus journey was one of the trip’s 
many high points. Spirits were high on the way down, 
everyone excited for the experiences to come. We 
played bingo, led by Mr. Sludden, and we played songs 
(often to the teachers’ disapproval!). Time flew by and 
before we knew it, we had arrived. The bus back was 
similarly good-spirited, though by the time we arrived 
back in rainy Glasgow, everyone was ready for their 
beds - especially the teachers!

s2 london
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On the 23rd of May at 3:00am, we set off on our 
 school trip to Belfast. We arrived at Cairnryan 

at 5:30am and after what felt like forever waiting to 
board, we got the heads up to enter the ferry. The 
ferry was exceptionally large and had many amenities 
inside, such as a cinema, arcade and a rather sizeable 
number of dining facilities. There was even a Spa.  
Although we did not use many of these facilities, we 
did enjoy exploring them.
We arrived in the Belfast ferry terminal at around 8 am. 
We then stayed on the bus until we reached Let’s go 
Hydro, our home for the next week. Although we were 
all rather tired and exhausted from our travels, we 
were still buzzing with excitement for the upcoming 
day, and it did not disappoint in the slightest. Moments 
of suspense were shared when we found out who we 
would be sharing a dorm with, and of course it was an 
emotional divide between us as many jumped with joy 
and other heads dropped, as if they had just seen  
a ghost.
The campus provided us with splendidly heart- 
warming meals thrice a day. This included freshly 
baked croissants at breakfast, along with mouth- 
watering curries at lunch that we all just could not get 
enough of, and at dinner, the beloved on-site pizza 
chefs impressed with their cooking skills. On our last 
night, the Spanish exchange students made us a 
memorable dessert of Marshmallow S’mores  
sandwiched between two bulbous digestive biscuits. 
The gas station across the road provided us with a 
place to choose our personal snacks freely too.  
There was a vast selection ranging from grapes to  
customizable ice creams which Mr Coates and  
Mr Howie thoroughly enjoyed.
There was an incredible number of activities available 
to take part in, such as knee boarding, beach volley-

ball, kayaking and canoeing as well as a giant aquapark 
which was colossally fun. One of our many highlights 
of the trip was humiliating Mr Howie and Mr Coates  
on the paddleboard and kayak session. They were 
flabbergasted. We also enjoyed a highly informative 
bus tour of Belfast where we learned about the  
fascinating and dark history of the City. We also  
visited a building known as the Crumlin Road Gaol 
(pronounced “Jail”) which was an exciting outing as we 
learned all about many of the prisoners of the jail. We 
explored the City centre although we did not make it 
far past the KFC billboard, approximately 50 meters 
from where our bus was parked. This set us back about 
£50 worth of chicken buckets combined. Unfortu-
nately, poor time management and full stomachs 
meant we had to return to the bus rather quickly after 
finishing our meals. 
On the Wednesday night, we enjoyed a meal out and 
among all of us offered a choice of restaurants. The 
best was obviously Blue Chicago, famous for their 
chicken meals. I think most would agree that they truly 
hit the nail on the head when it came to tasty food. 
After our meal we wandered over to crazy golf where 
we performed expertly, or at least a few of us did. We 
then ventured inside to the bowling alley, and this was 
where true skill showed in bold colours.
On our final night at LGH, we had a Ceilidh and a quiz 
which was a great way to end our fabulous S3 school 
trip to Belfast.
We had a magnificent time in Belfast and would  
highly recommend it to anyone who may go in  
future. We must give massive thanks to all the  
teachers: Ms Coyne, Mrs Ritchie, Mrs Leonard,  
Mrs Youl, Mrs Helary-Quinn, Mr Tyler, Mr Colvin,  
Mr Jennings, Mr Scobie, Mr Howie and of course  
the man who organized it all, Mr Coates.

Jake & Adam’s

By Adam Winter  
and Jake Jarvie

‘BELFAST BOUND’
S3 School Trip

•
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After three years it was great to be able to return to 
  Arran and complete all the physical fieldwork  

techniques that are required for the Exam and Field 
Study. We were lucky with the weather and the sun 
shone on the first day. On arrival at the centre (and after a 
quick inspection of the accommodation) we made a start 
with our data collection. We walked along the shore until 
we were approximately 1.5km south of the pier. From 
there back towards the pier we systematically measured 
beach gradients and sampled granite pebbles at 20 
metre intervals, measuring and recording the b-axis of 
the pebbles. The evening class involved collating and 
analysing the data. Spearman’s Rank was applied to the 
pebble sizes, and this allowed us to prove that longshore 
drift was taking place between Catacol and Lochranza. 
Rosie and Libby enjoyed their first  
experience of fieldwork and felt that it was very useful  
to witness coastal interactions in ‘real life’. 

We had a busy day on the Saturday spending the day in 
the field gathering hydrological data. We walked part of 
the way up Glen Chalmadale to the middle section of 
the river. From there we walked back to the lower section 
of the river and measured a variety of variables at four 
sites - depth, width, velocity, gradient, bedload size and 
roundness, and turbidity. This was particularly useful for 
Eve and Stewart who will be carrying out their own river 
studies for the Field Study. More number crunching took 
place in the evening with Anna wryly pointing out that 
there was more maths in geography than in maths.  
However, Aisha recognised the transferable skills that 
were being learned.

Advanced Higher  
Geography Fieldtrip
By the Advanced Higher Geographers 
and Head of Geography, Mrs Mackinnon

The final day involved collecting a wide range of bioge-
ographical data – soil profiling, soil and air temperature, 
pH, % vegetation cover, vegetation height, aspect,  
gradient and exposure. We did this at three different  
sites to analyse the changes taking place. Lochranza  
has its own unique microclimate, and we witnessed this 
first hand as a short very localised spell of rain fell on  
Lochranza as we were collecting the data (the rain- 
shadow effect in action). We were very much aware 
of the funnelling effect of the wind as it blew up the 
U-shaped valley that Lochranza is situated in. Alasdair 
thought that learning all the techniques in the field  
would enable him to remember them more easily.

Despite the intensive course work we had lots of fun. 
Molly, Eve, and Stewart thought that the staff were very 
helpful and friendly. Calum, Chris, and Stewart loved the 
food (which was tasty and filling) and Cammy enjoyed 
spending time with all his classmates. Mrs MacKinnon 
was proud of the pupils who demonstrated all the values 
that Jordanhill School embraces. The pupils were great 
company and a credit to both the school and their 
parents. Finally, a big thank you to the four parents who 
picked us up at very short notice from Ardrossan Harbour 
– it was much appreciated.•
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The Linda and Gordon Bonnyman Scholarships 
were established in 2009 to support former pupils 
of Jordanhill School who are seeking to undertake 

a programme of post-graduate study at one of the  
elite universities in the United States. From 2017 the 
scholarships have been managed and awarded by 
the Jordanhill School Educational Amenities Trust.

When I left Jordanhill School in 2009, it would never 
have occurred to me that 13 years later I would be  
standing on the steps of the famous Widener Library 
having just received my masters degree in Medical  
Anthropology from Harvard University, the culmination 
of 9 months of study sponsored by the Linda and  
Gordon Bonnyman Charitable Trust. Although I left 
school with good grades, I had little idea of what I wanted 
to do with my life. At the time I felt as if the university  
degree I picked or the job I took up would set the  
trajectory of my life in stone - and I didn’t want to make 
the wrong choice. 

I worked a number of part-time jobs, some of which were 
more successful than others (I was a terrible waitress 
but a scrupulous stock room assistant), and did some 
work experience. Eventually I decided that I would like 
to study medicine. I liked working with and looking after 
people, I liked fixing problems, and I liked the idea that 
underneath the messiness of illness and injury was the 
orderliness of anatomy and physiology. I went back to 
college to do Higher Biology and Advanced Higher 
Chemistry and started medical school at Glasgow  
University in 2012. 

As a medical student, and later as a doctor, I was taught 
to sieve through what people said for clues, to examine 
them in order to elicit signs of what might be wrong with 
their bodies deep inside and out of sight. The idea was 
that for every illness there was a corresponding phys-
iological explanation, the existence of which could be 
proven by scans or blood tests or seen under the micro-
scope. It quickly became apparent, however, that many 
illnesses defy explanation, that people experience pain, 
discomfort and wrongness in their bodies in a way that 
medicine as a science is not equipped to explain or to 
heal. Some studies show that “medically unexplained 
symptoms” account for 45% of all GP consultations.  

During medical school, I took an additional year  
to complete an intercalated degree in Medical  
Humanities. I wanted to learn more about the idea of 
medicine as an art and its place in a long tradition of 
healing that predates all the scientific advancements we 
know today. It was during this year that I first encoun-
tered medical anthropology. In particular, I started to read 
work by Paul Farmer and Arthur Kleinman, respectively, 

an infectious diseases physician and a psychiatrist. Both 
were also anthropologists and they used their training 
to dig deep into social, economic and political entangle-
ments of their patients’ lives to try to explain why they 
had become sick in a particular way at a particular time. 
Reading their work after spending so long in medical 
school focusing on microscopic explanations for disease 
was like taking the blinkers off. I was spellbound. This was 
the kind of doctor I wanted to be.

Three years of working for the NHS in London and one 
coronavirus pandemic later, I took up my place as a stu-
dent of medical anthropology at Harvard in August 2021. 
Arthur Kleinman, now 81 years old, was my supervisor. 
Paul Farmer, who sadly passed away this year, was one  
of my lecturers in the fall semester for a class called  
“Who lives? Who dies? Who cares?” The class mixed 
anthropology, social theory and philosophy with  
epidemiology and public health. I feel very lucky to have 
had the chance to learn from two of my personal heroes. 
I found all of my classes intellectually exciting and quickly 
became buried in the library. One of the most generous 

things about the Bonnyman scholarship is that it gifts you the 
time and mental energy to devote to reading, thinking and 
writing - to following the thread of an idea just because it  
interests you - which hadn’t been possible when I was  
working full time. 

Despite the heavy workload, I was able to do a bit of travel-
ling. The sheer size and diversity of the landscape in America 
was something I hadn’t previously appreciated: I saw  
wild moose in a snow covered forest in Colorado over  
Thanksgiving, skied in Vermont over Spring Break, took a 
road trip from Massachusetts all the way along the east  
coast to Maine, and drove the 105 miles of Skyline Drive 
through Virginia’s Blue Ridge Mountains in  
Shenandoah National Park (the same Shenandoah that  
John Denver sings about in “Country Roads, Take Me Home,” 
a song I fondly remember former teacher Mr Moir signing at 
karaoke when I was a first-year pupil on the Jordanhill School 
ski trip in 2004).

It wasn’t just the scenery that was different in America.  
Although we are all exposed to American life through  
television and social media, I was surprised by how much  
of a culture shock it was to move there. It’s a strange thing  
to realise that you have no idea how everyday things like 
banking, the post office and health care work in practice.  
I was in America during a politically tumultuous time when 
there were frequent debates and protests about gun  
violence and abortion access. I was often acutely aware of  
the fact that I come from a country built on completely  
different values. This was particularly so in the case of health 
and social welfare. For example, in class we would talk about 
how to get medications to people who couldn’t afford 

insurance or how to fund supported housing for 
people with severe mental illness, things which we 
take for granted in the United Kingdom. I came into 
this masters straight from working as a doctor during 
the various waves of Covid-19; I was tired and a little 
bit jaded, but more than everything I have learned 
academically over the last year, my time in America 
has been a wonderful reminder of how lucky we are 
in the UK to have the National Health Service.

Now back home, I have recently started work as  
a Social Anthropology Clinical Fellow in the  
Emergency Department of Northwick Park Hospital 
in London. As far as I am aware, this is the first post 
of its kind in the UK, and so it was very fortuitous that 
this job came up just as I was finishing up my masters. 
My hope is that I can continue to develop my interest 
in anthropology throughout my career, to improve 
patient care and to teach other healthcare staff and 
students about this discipline. 

I am incredibly grateful to Gordon and Linda  
Bonnyman for supporting my studies in the US.  
The experience has changed my life in the concrete 
sense of a new job, but I also feel more confident  
in my ability to forge this slightly unusual path of  
physician-anthropologist for myself. If I could give 
any advice to my younger self, or to any current  
pupils at Jordanhill, it would be to take your time. 
Don’t put too much pressure on yourself to have 
things all figured out: you can change your mind, you 
can get another job, you can go back to college, and 
you can eventually find a niche that fits you. As pupils 
and former pupils of Jordanhill, we are very fortunate 
to have a school community that will support us  
long after we have left.

Bonnyman Scholar 2021-22

Holly Coltart

I was a terrible waitress 
but a scrupulous stock 
room assistant

Holly Bonnyman Graduation Day

Holly Bonnyman  
Shenandoah National Park

Holly Bonnyman Skiing 
in Stowe Vermont

•
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Having spent the last decade hearing about which 
  younger sibling had featured in the latest  
 Jordanhill Journal, I’m excited to finally make  

an appearance. Look mum, I’ve made it. Although  
impressed with my ‘Where’s Wally’-esque ability to spot 
17 year old me in a school-wide picture (ref Jordanhill 
Journal March 2011), I am truly proud and grateful to 
share with you my experience at Columbia University’s 
Mailman School of Public Health here in New York City. 

I have always had a passion for Public Health. In truth, it 
took one of the greatest public health crises of our life-
time to direct the decision to uproot my life in Glasgow 
and grasp this opportunity so generously given to us at 
Jordanhill School by the Bonnyman Trust. I will be for-
ever grateful to both Gordon and Linda Bonnyman and 

Jordanhill School Educational Amenities Trust for the 
chance to pursue my passion and spend a year studying 
at a renowned academic institution in the world’s second 
greatest city. 

Upon graduating from Dundee University with a  
Bachelor of Dental Surgery degree, I practiced as a 
dentist for five years in mixed NHS-private practice in 
Glasgow’s south side. Driven by the pervasive and  
persistent dental health inequity observed among the 
people I served, I decided to explore options to expand 
my knowledge of the upstream factors which drive this  
observable difference and thereafter, sustainable  
options to improve health in an equitable manner. Whilst 
researching programs, I came across the Accelerated 
General Public Health department at Columbia  
University. With the promise of a broad foundation in 
Public Health and the freedom to take classes from  
departments across the school, I was convinced this was 
the place for me. 

My reintroduction to academia was admittedly a daunt-
ing prospect. Having graduated five years prior, I felt 
slightly out of practice and I recall the unwelcome waves 
of imposter syndrome accompanying me to campus that 
first morning. However, the professional and personal  
experiences I had during my time as a dentist and,  
arguably even more importantly, simply navigating life 

in your mid-20s, proved to be an asset. As an accelerat-
ed student, I journeyed through my first semester, aptly 
entitled ‘The Core’, in a cohort of peers who also had 
professional experience prior to returning to academics, 
including fellow dentists, doctors, pharmacists, social 
workers, lawyers, engineers and more, from across the 
US and beyond. ‘The Core’, is a mandatory, intensive 
introduction to Public Health which provides baseline 
knowledge and skills in a range of disciplines from ethics 
to research analysis to systems thinking techniques. It 
quickly became clear a global pandemic is certainly an 
interesting time to begin a Masters in Public Health. We 
were living our teaching; examining Covid-19 trends,  
vaccination uptake and social barriers to health and 
healthcare. We were also exposed to the human element 
of our work. Only a year prior, New York City had been 
the epicentre of the pandemic. As I gained insight into 
the city’s collective grief and New Yorkers’ resilience,  
my understanding of the need to amplify the voices of 
impacted communities and the dangers of misinforma-
tion became clear. 

A highlight of the semester was our education in health 
systems. We were first led through a history of the US 
Healthcare System delivered by Professor Michael  
Sparer in a style akin to listening to your favourite  
audiobook or podcast. Having grown used to a struc-
tured, powerpoint led didactic teaching style throughout 
my undergraduate years, witnessing an expert in one’s 
field captivate an audience and dispense knowledge 
through the art of storytelling was an experience I will  
always relish. I was excited to hear we would then  
compare health systems around the world, including our 
very own NHS. As I listened to Professor Chelsea Clinton 
describe NHS Dentistry (despite the system in Scotland 
differing from the rest of the UK), I noted some in- 
accuracies. After triple checking my understanding I 
tentatively typed an email. Thankfully, but ultimately 
unsurprisingly given the encouragement for students 
with diverse experience to bring such knowledge into the 
classroom setting, my working understanding was  
welcomed and I was then invited to speak to a class of 
600 students about NHS dental systems and services. 

In our final semester, we spent time away from the  
classroom to complete an applied practical experience, 
allowing us to explore how our class based learning 
translates to the working world. When I moved to New 

MaryAnne 
Lynch Small

Bonnyman Scholar 2021-22 York City, I can say with certainty that I did not expect I 
would be working (remotely) in Topeka, Kansas. My time 
with Oral Health Kansas, a state based oral health coali-
tion with a mission to improve the oral health of Kansans 
through advocacy, public awareness, and education, 
presented me with the opportunity to combine knowl-
edge and experience from clinical practice with newly 
acquired skills in public health policy, programming, and 
communication. From advocating for comprehensive 
dental services to be made available to adults on public 
health insurance to re-establishing a state-wide program 
to improve the dental health and healthcare access for 
people with Intellectual and Developmental Disability, 
my role was both challenging and hugely satisfying. I was 
incredibly lucky to be asked to remain with the organ-
isation and moving forward, I will continue leading a 
multisectoral collective to amplify the right to oral health 
for people with disabilities through the coordination of 
multiple concurrent endeavours, including addressing 
inadequate provider education, deconstructing the 
ableist and racist status quo which underpins inequitable 
healthcare systems, and using policy to increase access 
to high-quality dental care. 

Whilst working hard, life in New York City has not been 
all academic and professional pursuits. I have definitely 
made the most of what this incredible city has to offer. 
I was trying to think of highlights to share, but beyond 
the obvious, it’s really the day-to-day that makes this a 
magical place to study and live. Some of my favourite 
moments have been the seemingly innocuous, stumbling 
upon the best mango sticky rice I’ve ever had in Hell’s 
Kitchen, pot-luck dinners in Central Park and impromptu 
jazz performances in the subway at 2am. You don’t quite 
know what will be around the corner in New York City 
and the prospect of uncovering more of its magic as I 
 explore the diverse, vibrant neighbourhoods has 
convinced me to stay another year. 

It was suggested that I include any words of wisdom or 
advice for current Jordanhill pupils. I struggled at first as 
I still feel like I’m only just at the beginning. However, I 
thought back to my younger self sitting through the  
prize giving ceremony in the old David Stow building  
at Jordanhill College. I heard the story of Yassine  
Belkacemi, the first recipient of the Bonnyman Trust 
Scholarship who also attended Columbia. But I was at the 
back of the hall, not collecting any academic prizes. Over 
a decade later, I was selected for the Award for Excel-
lence in General Public Health on account of academic 
performance and commitment to the field as I graduated 
from Columbia University. So, I guess whether you’re 
excelling or maybe feel like you are having to kick extra 
hard underneath the surface, keep the Bonnyman Trust 
in mind. Who knows, maybe 10 years after you leave  
Jordanhill School you’ll find yourself writing an article for 
the Jordanhill Journal from your apartment in New York 
City. 

I am truly grateful to both Linda and Gordon Bonnyman 
and the Jordanhill School Educational Amenities Trust 
for not only providing me with an excellent year of  
education at Columbia University, but for the pro- 
fessional and personal growth, the chance to view New 
York City as a home, and the incredible people  
I have met along the way. •
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MARGARET HOGG, a much-loved member of  
the Upper Primary department in its Seventies  
heyday, died on Sunday 24th September.  
She was ninety-one years old.
Miss Hogg taught at Jordanhill from 1966 to 1983, finding 
her groove in classes for Primary Five and Primary Six and 
in a curriculum which, in that era, was much more tightly 
focused on reading, writing and arithmetic – and in an 
unabashedly Christian context.

But it was leavened by her rich sense of humour, her 
deep respect for her pupils – which was fast recip- 
rocated – and a sweetness of bearing, an innate and  
defining decency, which won their regard and which  
she bore, even through the infirmities of great old age,  
to the very end of her life.

Even amidst that remarkable Upper Primary department 
in its halcyon days under Mrs Mary Mann – and of which 
sadly few veterans are still alive – Margaret Hogg stood 
out for her unflappability, her easy classroom discipline 
and, especially, for her formidable musical talent.

For most of her service she commanded the Primary 
Choir – you had to audition to join it – and, insisting on the 
highest standards of pitch, pace and diction, coaxed from 
its children the most astonishing performances.

All this was the more remarkable because Miss Hogg was 
physically tiny – several inches south of five feet tall – and 
because teaching, for which she had seemingly been 

born, was actually her second career.

Born in Springburn, Glasgow, in July 1931 – the  
daughter of a Cochranes grocery-manager and baby 
sister to two brothers well in their teens – Margaret  
Hogg sailed through Balornock Primary and Albert  
Secondary School, besides excelling in her piano  
lessons, and straight into the Civil Service.

For fifteen years, not particularly enjoying it, she was a 
cog in the Inland Revenue. Then, about 1961, she was hit 
by sore double bereavement – losing an older brother 
and her father within months of each other – and, as 
sometimes happens amidst grief, decided to reinvent 
herself.

After Jordanhill College training and the odd placement, 
Miss Hogg caught Mr Branston’s eye and, in 1966, she 
sailed through our gates and never looked back.

I still remember the excitement of that day, in August 
1975, when we piled into Room 20 as the fresh-minted 
Primary 5B. 

We were at last promoted from the ground floor of  
the building. No longer compelled to use the junior en-
trances, but to sweep up great, bewildering flights  
of Harry Potter stairs.

And, for the first time, our teacher, oozing warmth and 
authority, wore a black academic gown. She broke us in 
gently – a first lesson about seashells, briefly drawing our 
attention, too, to a little piece of creamy-green stone. ‘Do 

you know what this is? This is a piece of Iona marble...’

But, after lunch, Miss Hogg picked up that marble again 
and, before we knew where we were, we were off on her 
magic carpet of words, as she introduced us to the birth 
of the Scottish church – and how, from little Iona, at the 
height of what we still mock as the Dark Ages, Columba 
permanently established the Christian faith in Britain.

By the closing bell, we had all decided she was wonderful. 
And quickly she and we cut a tacit deal. 

We worked hard at the dull stuff every morning – spelling, 
dictation, sums, the determined recasting of our hand-
writing from baby-print to elegant italic – and, in return, 
Miss Hogg prepared really interesting lessons for each 
afternoon, from the topography and commerce of the 
Clyde, through the Staffordshire potteries, to the deli-
cious violence of the Norman Conquest.

I personally owe her two debts. She was the first person 
to realise I was crippled by short-sightedness and it was 
by her endeavours that, since November 1975 and to this 
day, I have always worn glasses.

How clear and vivid my world then became, and what an 
educational log-jam now broke. Miss Hogg was also the 
first to suggest my future might well lie in working with 
words. She made me a reporter for the primary magazine 
and, thanks to a book-review competition in the Glasgow 
Herald, I ended up with a by-lined article in June 1976.

Admittedly, with a year plucked off my age and my name 
spelled wrong.

Of course, I remember much else. The basics of long 
division. Compound sentence analysis. That the area of a 
circle is Pi times the radius squared and, above all, never, 
ever to use the word ‘got.’

I must confess I used it once in my eulogy at Miss Hogg’s 
funeral. I could see no neater way through that particular 
sentence – but, for some hours afterwards, I expected 
retribution to follow.

Of course, now and then we let her down and our  
doughty little teacher had to pivot in an instant from  
the Queen Mum to Caligula.

Even then, Miss Hogg would never shout, storm or throw 

Above:  
Miss Hogg, 1970s
Left: Miss Hogg 
riding pillion
Bottom right:  
Miss Hogg, 1980s

things. When angry, she actually lowered her voice.

You were made to feel, above all, her disappointment, 
as you shrivelled for very shame in your seat. Only once, 
ever, in that entire session, did she resort to the belt. 
Once. The spectacle of this uncoiled and furious little 
tornado left enduring mark and there were no further 
offenders.

But Miss Hogg taught us more than skills and subjects. 
All the while, she quietly taught us how to live. With  
decency. Kindness. Punctuality, and the praise of our 
God. Never to raise our voices or run down corridors.

I remember one day, when we were watching a video in 
the Primary Assembly Hall – the PTA had together pulled 
in just enough pennies for a black lurking Betamax of a 
machine – a girl in our class had a humiliating mishap.

A lot of boys sniggered. Afterwards, Miss Hogg sent the 
girls home early. And spoke to us quietly. Yes, she said, a 
situation might seem very funny. 

But what had happened had not been the lass’s fault. 
And we should always remember to ask ourselves, ‘Is it 
fun for everyone?’

When I posted word of her death on the Jordanhill  
College School Remembered page on Facebook, I  
was astonished by the reaction.

Within twenty minutes, memories poured in. And  
tributes. And, by midnight, from former pupils all over  
the world.

And the same phrases... A lovely lady. A wonderful 
woman. My favourite teacher. An inspiration. Not a few 
from men and women now teachers themselves, saying 
how much they draw – even today – from her magnificent 
classroom example.

It was a staggering testimony to the impact of a teaching 
career that, after all, ended nearly forty years ago.

And it is good to record that Miss Hogg enjoyed a long 
and wonderful retirement, taking avidly to golf and – 
rather to her surprise – learning how to drive.

How dark the world now feels without her in it. And yet,  
if you were her pupil, she is part of you for always.

OBITUARY

Margaret Hogg

By John MacLeod

•
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Former pupils gathered to enjoy an autumn 
game of golf at Balmore Golf Club
WINNERS FOR 2022
Spring Meeting - Gregor Smyth
Autumn Meeting - Ken MacKenzie
Walker Cup - Ken MacKenzie
Knock out Trophy- Douglas McKinnon

We started at what was then Jordanhill College School 
on 1 September 1942. Our first two years of schooling 
were far from normal; because there were soldiers in the 
School and College, we were housed in what was the 
Rothley Tennis Club (now Yarrow Recreation Club) on 
Anniesland Road. One week we went to school in the 
morning, the other week in the afternoon.  Our play-
ground was a tennis court, and inside we all remember 
dancing round the room in our green smocks while a 
teacher played ‘English Country Garden’. I recall that, 
because of clothing shortages during the war, I was  
allowed to wear a bottle green gym tunic as brown was 
not available.

THE REVEREND GEORGE COWIE, a much-loved  
former pupil, died in Glasgow on 21st December 2021. 
He was fifty-eight years old.

Born in Dundee, schooled in Hyndland and Jordanhill 
and capped by the University of Glasgow, George would 
never have dreamed he would fetch up in the sunlit  
uplands of the Church of Scotland, a Chaplain-in- 
Ordinary to The Queen and within hailing distance,  
had he lived, of becoming Moderator of the General 
Assembly.

For, given a lifelong love of transport and infrastructure 
– he had a particular passion for trains – the Christian 
ministry was actually George’s second career: he had 
embarked on adult life as a civil engineer.

But things took a bit of a twist and in the late Eighties 
George Cowie quit the employ of Tayside Regional 
Council for studies in divinity.

He was licensed by the Presbytery of Glasgow in 1990 
and, the following year, was ordained and inducted to the 
charge of Auchtertool linked with Kirkcaldy: Linktown in 
Fife in 1991.

Rev.  
George  
Cowie

George Cowie will probably be best remembered, 
though, for his 18-year pastorate of Holburn Central 
Church – latterly, thanks to merger with Ruthrieston 
South Church, South Holburn Church – in Aberdeen.

He was there closely involved with offshore chaplaincy in 
the North Sea oil and gas industry.

In 2017, George Cowie was translated south to the full-
time position of Clerk of the Presbytery of Glasgow. He 
had already distinguished himself as Clerk of the Kirk’s 
Legal Questions Committee, served as acting Depute 
Clerk to the General Assembly, and been closely involved 
in the long, fraught Church of Scotland debate about 
same-sex marriage.

He had, too, played a pivotal role in establishing a part-
nership between the Presbytery of Aberdeen, the 
University of Aberdeen and Zomba Theological College 
in Malawi to provide additional training to ministers from 
the African country.

The successful settlement ensured that Malawi  
students no longer had to come to the United Kingdom 
to complete their Masters degrees.

For his friends on social media, George’s tender heart 
and stoical nature were perhaps best attested in 2016, 
when his beloved and venerable marmalade cat Mungo 
unaccountably disappeared.

The 21-year old moggie sauntered back through the 
porch a fortnight later, nonchalantly and without  
explanation – to be hailed with smoked salmon and 
George’s revised edition of the Hallelujah Chorus.

By 2019, George Cowie was living with brain cancer. He 
handled it unflappably, continued his gentle pursuit of 
trains, and took deep pleasure, in August 2021, in  
christening his first grandchild.

The Reverend George Cowie is survived by his wife,  
the Reverend Marian Cowie, their son Graeme, their 
daughter Mrs Kay Laing, and her little son Logan.

OBITUARY

By John  
MacLeod

All this was 80 years ago and, never wanting to miss out 
on an excuse for a party, we decided to celebrate by 
having a get-together.  On other occasions we have met 
in Glasgow but this year, for a change, we opted for  
Edinburgh and booked lunch at the Waldorf, formerly 
the Caledonian, at the junction of Lothian Road and 
Princes Street.
We originally had ten names but one sadly took Covid, so 
there were nine of us -needless to say there was a lot of 
chatting!  The hotel staff treated us very well and man-
aged to cope with our various eccentricities. The pastry 
chef had made us a special concoction ‘Celebrating 80 
years of friendship’.
After a most enjoyable get-together, we all went our 
separate ways, wondering what the next excuse for a 
celebration would be. 
From bottom left, clockwise:  
Helen (Inglis) Hutchison, Nancy (Reid) Hughes,
Sheena (MacDiarmid) Linda, Ann (Donald) Grieve,
Edith Fleming, Helen (Hay) Bennet
Myra (McArthur) Lawson (standing)
Jean (Dickson) Adair, Grace (Heavisides) Sadler

Former Pupils 
Golf

•

Cakes at the Caley
By Former Pupil, Myra Lawson
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dents across 27 countries in the RSA design awards. As 
a finalist I designed my very own product from scratch 
and presented a business plan in front of industry leaders 
- dragons den style. During my final year of University, I 
was eventually ready to step out into the world of work. 

I took on my first proper design role with one of  
Scotland’s leading digital design agencies: Dog Digital. 
Dog digital was my home for nearly two years, and I spent 
every moment there building upon the artistic founda-
tions I had formed during my time at School and  
University. I also learned that design is seriously big  
business - getting the chance to work for names like 
L’Oreal, UEFA, Heineken and even Paul McCartney. After 
Dog Digital, it was straight to the BBC, where I spent 
many years as a UX designer across their impressive suite 
of websites. During the pandemic, my time was dedicat-
ed to the efforts of BBC Bitesize, as we looked to support 
families across the United Kingdom with learning and 
education. To this day, completing user testing with five-
year-olds on zoom is still the biggest challenge I have 
ever faced. I additionally felt the  
pressure when schools were forced  
to close, and the Prime Minister told  
the nation to turn to BBC Bitesize to  
educate children across the country  
from home. As the effects of the  
pandemic began to dissipate, I moved  
into the BBC News Elections team.  
Our team would take months  
rigorously testing design work for  
it to go live on BBC News for just  
one weekend during the general  

My time at Jordanhill can be summed up in one word: 
   memorable. Whether it was the bomb scare in 

primary seven that left sixty eleven-year-olds stranded 
overnight in Paris Charles De Gaulle Airport or the much 
anticipated (dreaded) arrival of social dancing classes 
each wintertime, I certainly won’t be forgetting Jordanhill 
any time soon. It was here, while stumbling through the 
chaos of being a teenager, that I discovered my passion 
for art and design. Creative expression has always been 
an integral part of my personality, something I realised 
about myself at school and later explored at University. 
My creativity thrived at Jordanhill with the guidance of 
teachers like Mr. Wilson and Mr. Sludden and the unique 
environment they were able to create in the classroom. 
With their support, I was free to experiment with different 
artistic media and explore undiscovered areas that my 
artistic interests led me to. It was in my graphic communi-
cations class, where I first learnt about digital design. This 
would later inspire me to take on a Digital Design BSc at 
Glasgow Caledonian University and later, a role  
as a digital designer.  

Another stand out moment in my memory was having 
my Advanced Higher Art and Design portfolio nationally 
recognised. During Advanced Higher Art and Design  
students get the freedom to specialise in an artform,  
I chose graphic design as that was the career path  
I wished to pursue. Topical for the time, I chose to design 
a campaign of advertising assets for the 2014  
Commonwealth Games which took place in Glasgow. 
I was fortunate enough to have my work featured in a 
national Advanced Higher exhibition.  I was thrilled as 
this felt like the perfect ending of my journey with Art and 
Design at Jordanhill School, a subject which I committed 
so much time and energy to.  Before I went to University, 
I enrolled in weekend art classes at the Glasgow School 
of Art. I was lucky enough to feature the work created in 
these classes at the Kelvingrove Art Gallery and  
Museum, the Tramway, and the Glasgow Botanics. This 
was one of the first times in my life that I felt like I had  

truly achieved something. The feeling of seeing your 
work on display is indescribable, it’s an emotion that I 
pour into my work now. 

I knew from my experiences with creative subjects at 
Jordanhill and the Glasgow School of Art weekend class-
es, that I would be able to jump into my degree without 
worry, knowing that this was a promising route and one I 
would always love, and it certainly did not disappoint.  
At University, I met some big names. While at design 
conferences in London and Dublin, I bumped into  
cultural powerhouses like the creator of Sergei (the  
compare the market meerkat) and the man behind the 
iconic Star Wars opening sequence. While maybe not  
celebrities to most, these people are the Kardashians 
of the design and marketing community, who certainly 
inspired me. I also found my niche in product design and 
flew to London to compete against thousands of stu-

election results. The  
effort did pay off however, as over  
20 million people interacted with my designs. 

I remember in S4, on my way to work experience, my dad 
asked me what a digital designer was. He hadn’t come 
across it before and couldn’t see the career prospects 
that lay ahead. I explained that most places would have 
designers and as I did so, we passed the BBC building on 
the Clyde. I pointed at the glass structure and said that 
the BBC would have designers too, making a mental note 
that I would do anything to work there one day. As you 
now know, I made it to the BBC. 15-year-old Rhys would 
not have believed you if you told him he would be at 
the BBC by 22, even less so that he would eventually be 
ready to leave them to move on to bigger things. It was 
the feeling of achieving something that had previously 
felt impossible that inspired me to take up mentoring. I 

now go back to University every year to lay out the  
possibilities open to the next generation of upcoming 
artists and designers. I tell them, from experience, that 
there are creative opportunities ready and waiting for 
them. I even led a design outreach programme with 
the BBC last year to further the message that there are 
amazing career paths available for them. It is beyond  
rewarding to watch these students graduate and find 
their feet in the industry. 

Now, I work at Vidsy, a creative technology company 
that works with big brands like Instagram and Youtube, 
with a senior title and a lot more creative freedom. It is 
a welcome change from the BBC, joining a small but 
ambitious start-up team which is growing exponentially. I 
have more control over my projects and autonomy in my 
designs, allowing me to evolve my own artistic processes. 
The company is fully digital which gives me the freedom 
to choose between the London office, New York office 
or my place in Glasgow. I usually choose to work from my 
home in Broomhill alongside my new kitten, Paolo. Vidsy 

has granted me an opportunity to shape something new 
and I finally feel like I am running on my own two feet and 
contribute to shaping my own design team. I can’t wait to 
see where I go from here. 

I didn’t know it at the time, but my years at Jordanhill 
would ultimately shape the foundations of my journey 
through the creative industry and help me to find my 
enthusiasm for digital design. I have always felt very lucky 
that I found my passion early on as finding your dream 
career path is something that many people struggle with, 
but either way my advice to future students would be 
the same. Take the time to wholeheartedly explore your 
interests and see where they lead you, your dream job 
might be one that you don’t even know exists yet. For me, 
it was digital design. Who knows what it might be for you.

Rhys Ritchie
                                      FORMER PUPIL - 2014
Senior Digital Product Designer for Vidsy
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Our belated Centenary Dinner was held in the  
  magnificent Kelvingrove Galleries and Museum 

on the 17th September 2022. Over 350 guests enjoyed 
a special evening, celebrating the life of the school 
past and present. TV personality, Jennifer Reoch, did a 
wonderful job as our host as did our fabulous team of 
pupils who sang, performed, and served throughout 
the evening. 
After dinner entertainment was provided  by former 

pupil, Colin Bryce, and a raffle and silent auction 
helped us raise over £11,000 for the school’s  
Educational Amenities Trust. The evening ended with 
our rector, Mr Anderson, and two former rectors, Dr 
Thomson and Mr Bedborough, cutting a specially 
made Jordanhill anniversary cake. 
Photos and memories from the evening can be found  
on the school’s website: www.jordanhill.glasgow.sch.
uk/kelvingrove-centenary-dinner/

Jordanhill Centenary Dinner

Right:  
Bonnyman  

scholars

Welcome to the Centenary Dinner

Reflections from a Former Pupil,  
Peter MacLaren,  
Boys’ Captain 1966-67
What would bring a former pupil across the Atlantic 
from Vermont for just a weekend to attend the  
Centenary Dinner and to revisit the School? Simply 
because, like the experience of many, many others, 
Jordanhill was–and is–not just a school, it was and is 
so much more. My 12 years at Jordanhill from 1955  
to 1967 provided not only an amazing education,  
but also gave me the confidence, perspective and 
enthusiasm that have shaped my post-school life. 
The dedication of the staff to bring out the best in 
every pupil, despite I know many challenges in doing 
so for my precocious self, is something that I will 
always remember and value. 

The Centenary celebration offered the opportu-
nity for all of those who were there to celebrate 
everything that Jordanhill School has been for 100 
plus years and everything that it is today. The School 
has survived many difficult periods during its life, 
and has managed through them under the leader-
ship of many talented individuals.  In particular, at 
the dinner recognition was given to the incredible 
perseverance and hard work of several far-sighted 
parents, staff, and other supporters during the 1980s 
who navigated successfully through the political 
headwinds of that era to ensure the school was able 
to retain and build on its heritage of being a first-
class educational environment, now on into the 21st 
century. Ad Summa nitor!

The Choir

Cutting the cake
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Bill Kean playing the call to dinner

Centenary dinner ticket 
designed by Rayhaan 
Mohammed 2Mo,

Our behind the scenes 
organising committee

Reunion  
Rosebowl

The Tartan tenor

Reflections from  
our S6 pupils
After the unprecedented past two  
years, we were finally able to celebrate  
Jordanhill’s 100 year anniversary.  
Our captains and staff welcomed  
hundreds of guests through  
Kelvingrove’s doors. We met a wide 
range of people including parents, 
teachers, and many previous pupils. 
It was interesting to hear about their 
exciting school experiences and how 
much the uniform has changed since 
many of the former pupils had left. 
Many compliments were given to  
us with the new tartan kilt warmly  
approved!
There were many fun enter- 
tainments arranged that kept the 
guests enthralled throughout the  
night: incredible musical acts,  
interesting speeches and an exciting  
raffle. At the beginning of the night,  
the guests were directed to a  
champagne reception on the  
beautiful top floor of Kelvingrove.  
There was then a series of speeches  
and a performance from the school’s 
senior choir, followed by a delicious 
meal and great music provided by  

‘The Tartan Tenor’. After this the raffle 
took place, where many guests won 
amazing prizes. It was clear to see by all 
the smiling faces that the guests were 
truly enjoying themselves!
The event meant a lot to everyone who 
attended. For former pupils and staff, it 
was a place to meet old friends and  
share fond memories of their times at 
Jordanhill school. For current staff and 
pupils, it was rewarding to see all their 
hard work over the years being reflected 
in the growth and improvement of the 
school. For the guests who were inter-
ested in the school, it was an opportunity 
to get an insight into how much care, 
hard work and thought had been put 
into the school over the last century.  
The centenary dinner was not just a 
celebration of the school’s age, but a 
celebration of the people who kept the 
school alive.
By Niamh Allan (Captain) and Ella and 
Finn Grierson (Senior Vice Captains)
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Sporting success
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Jordanhill pupils continue to shine both in 
school and in their involvement in activities 
playing for clubs and representing Scotland. 
The articles that follow highlight the recent 
achievements of our teams and some individual 
successes of our pupils. 

UK Schools Games - Netball  
Evie O’Brien
My school games experience began at the end of July when I was put forward for a  
national netball trial. I was one of 100 triallists and 12 girls made the final squad. The 
trials were followed by a 3-week training camp before we headed to Loughborough  
on the 1st of September. 

My experience from the beginning to the end was amazing, from staying in the  
athlete’s village, the opening ceremony and meeting top athletes from all sports  
across the home nations. My highlight was scoring goals for my country over  
6 games and gaining caps. 

Over the weekend, I had lots of fun and felt very lucky to share the experience with  
my teammates, many of them will be life-long friends. It was also cool to have live 
stream coverage and commentary for my family and friends who couldn’t travel so  
they could also share the experience with me. I know that the weekend will be  
etched in my memory forever, and I am forever grateful for the opportunity and  
memories I have made.

UK Schools Games -  
Hockey
Chrissie Francis and Kerry Munro
At the beginning of September Kerry and I were lucky enough 
to have the opportunity to go to the UK School Games 2022 
at Loughborough University. We both got selected for the 
team at the beginning of summer and took part in multiple 
training camps throughout the summer. The School Games is 
a multi-sport competition between Scotland, England, Ulster 
and Wales. Each day we had a light training session in the 
morning and a match against one of the three teams in the 
afternoon. The games were tough but team Scotland played 
great hockey. 

We both feel very lucky to have been able to play the sport we 
love at this high level and are very grateful for the opportunity. 
Throughout the weekend we were able to meet other athletes 
from many sports and places in the UK. Meeting all the other 
athletes at the opening ceremony was definitely a highlight of 
the games. It was amazing to be part of the team and play with 
other talented girls of similar age from all around Scotland.  
The weekend definitely improved my knowledge and skill of 
the game but also broadened my horizons for hockey in the 
future. Overall it was an amazing event to be part of and a 
great experience.

8 Nations Tournament
Terrassa, Spain Ava Wadsworth and Mhairi Low
Scotland Under 18 girls were invited to take part in an  
international hockey tournament in Spain over the summer  
and we were absolutely over the moon to be selected. The  
8 nations line up was scary – the countries we were up against 
included the Netherlands, England and Germany. We had 
never played abroad before, and it took a while to get used to 
the heat. Although the games were played in the evening, the 
temperature was still over 30 degrees! 

The coaching team monitored our wellbeing closely in the 
extreme heat over the ten days and 5 matches. We were both 
honoured to captain Scotland on several occasions. It was a 
special opportunity to learn from the some of the best players 
from around Europe at our age level and hopefully we can use 
the experience as part of our hockey journey. Scotland finished 
in 5th place, the best outcome ever. The trip ended with an 
amazing highlight – the squad was lucky enough to get  
tickets for the Women’s World Cup Hockey Final –  
Netherlands 3 Argentina 1.

Team Scotland,  
Commonwealth Games, 
Birmingham
Mhairi Low
I was so lucky to be one of the ‘up and coming’  
Scottish athletes who was invited to the Common-
wealth Games in Birmingham over the summer as 
part of Team Scotland’s mentoring programme.  
A boy and girl were picked from Scottish hockey, 
and I was fortunate enough to have the opportunity 
to be selected. There were aspiring athletes from 
almost every sport there, which I learned so much 
from that can help me develop in hockey. 

From the minute I arrived in the city, it was a  
magical experience. The opening ceremony was 
mesmerising, and the Raging Bull performance  
was the highlight for me. The days were full on, and 
the atmosphere was electric as around 8 million 
spectators came along to watch. As well as watching 
competitors from every sport from weightlifting to 
netball, I also took part in workshops and toured the 
Athletes Village to get a feel for a Commonwealth 
Games environment. All those on the programme 
were issued with Scotland team kit and I was actually 
interviewed for TV whilst wearing it to support the 
Scotland women’s hockey during a match! It was a 
fantastic opportunity and one that I will never forget. 
The learning journey in Birmingham will hopefully 
improve my hockey development for the future.

Karate Success
Congratulations to S3 Pupil, Tomás Estrada  
O’Callaghan, who took part in the Karate Irish  
International Open in Dublin in October 2022.  
Tomás represented Scotland and gained a Silver 
medal in the Kumite category.

Mhairi Low in action

Chrissie & Kerry Ava & Mhairi

Ava Wandsworth in action

S2 Netball            S1 Netball

S1 Netball



In June, Rhuairdh Laing of S2 travelled  
with a group of Scottish athletes to  
compete in the World Youth Games, an  
annual youth outdoor track and field  
competition held in Gothenburg, Sweden.
First organised in 1996, the Games are  
held over three days at the Ullevi stadium  
in Gothenburg, attracting around 3500  
international athletes.  Previous compet-
itors at the games have included world 
record 400m hurdler Karsten Warholm  
and pole vaulter Mondo Duplantis.
Rhuairdh, who was representing Victoria 
Park City of Glasgow athletics club,  
competed in the 1500m, winning gold in  
a time of 4:29.43, breaking Olympic  
bronze medallist Josh Kerr’s long  
standing Scottish U13 record.  Rhuairdh’s 
time was also inside that set by current 
Olympic 1500m champion Jakob  
Ingebrigtsen at the same event in 2013.
Rhuairdh’s record breaking run in  
Gothenburg has been the highlight of  
a successful 2022, which has also  
included winning indoor and outdoor  
Scottish 1500m titles and setting a new 
British all-time best time over the mile.
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Rugby
The First XV Rugby Team 

have had encouraging 
performances in the 

Barbarian Conference 
against Cumnock and 

Lenzie. The U16 Rugby 
Team have had some 

great wins against  
Cumnock & Stonelaw  

so far this season!

Football 
The Senior Football Squad 

have been training hard 
and enjoyed a 3-1 win vs 

St Aloysius in their first 
league match

Squash
This autumn, senior pupil Robyn 
McAlpine won the Danish Junior 
Open U17 title and Nordic Junior 
Open U17 in Sweden. 

Netball
The secondary  
netball teams  
have enjoyed  
competing, and 
winning, in friendly 
matches this term. 
They are looking 
forward to  
participating in the 
Glasgow league 
matches and first 
round of the  
Scottish cup  
matches just before 
the Christmas  
break. Keep an eye 
on the school’s 
Twitter account to 
follow their progress 
throughout the year.

Primary  
Sporting  
success
Jordanhill Primary pupils  
excelled at the  Scottish 
Schools’ Road Relay  
Championships at Pittencrieff 
Park in Dunfermline.  The P6 
Girls’ Team were placed 2nd 
overall winning silver medals. 
Meanwhile, the P6 Boys’ Team 
finished in third place overall 
securing bronze medals.

P6 Girls’ Team:  
Grace Fleming,  
Caitlin Laing,  
Olivia Avdiasi
P6 Boys’ Team:  
Colin Bennett,  
Charlie Mackenzie,  
Reuben Tinkler

World Youth Games

S4-S6 Netball

Senior Rugby

U16 Rugby
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Atmosphere
It was the first sports day since 2019. Naturally, 
everyone was excited, especially the younger 
pupils since it was their first ever sports day. The 
place was mobbed with pupils and relatives 
cheering them on. The weather was warm, and 
people were seeking refuge in the shade. Some 
houses were more competitive than others, nev-
ertheless everyone was showing good  
sportsmanship.

First Race 
The first race for Primary 6 was the quoits. Our 
year was split into 8 teams, 2 per house. The race 
started! The shouts and roars of the eager team-
mates took over the pitch. Quoits were dropped 
here and there but people scrambled to finish 
over the other houses. St. John won in the end.

Looking across we could see that in P1 and P2 the 
potato and spoon race was underway! The next 
one was a flat race. Their third race was a hula 
hoop skipping race involving bean bag tennis. 
Who knows what it is called! They raced for  
stickers and tried as hard as any other year group 
in the school.

Sporting Achievements
There was lots of great sportsmanship and lots of  
different techniques used to win the races. In Primary 6 
most events were competitive and fast. Sometimes that 
worked better, but other times slow and steady won  
the race! 

Second Race
The dribbling race was the hardest. You had to steer over 
the bumpy grass instead of the smooth Astro turf we are 
used to. Then you had to start dribbling a football which 
was challenging for a lot of us. The end result was another 
St. John victory!

Team Sprinting
The race that many of P6 were looking forward to was the 
sprinting race, as they were able to show off their athleti-
cism. Other people were nervous about the race as they 
wanted to do well. Some were not so concerned by the 
outcome. We were split by house yet again, boy and girl 
teams. The fastest sprinters were ahead and everyone 
else was left in their dust. At the end everyone was really 
pleased with the outcome.

Sports Day 2022
By Lexi March, Laurie Porter 
and Stella Sutherland P7B

After that there was another sprinting race but  
this time it was not for your house, it was an 
individual race. The anticipation was building  
again, the tension was skyrocketing, people  
trying to prove that they were the best.

Bean Bag Toss
The bean bag toss was the final race of sports day. You 
had to get the bean bag into every hoop on the course. It 
was a very exciting race as everyone wanted to finish on 
a win. For the fourth and final time it was a victory for St 
John, who won the sports day for Primary 6.

Fun Run
The fun run was open to all, and everyone enjoyed it. It 
was optional and those who went straight to the food 
stalls didn’t know what they were missing as the atmos-
phere amongst the runners was great.

Food
After the races there were stalls open to buy cakes and 
drinks to celebrate and cool off. You could also go to the 
refectory for a chat, hot dog and coffee. There were also 
stalls selling glowsticks, snap bands and balloons. Near by 
sat a cake stall selling rice crispy cakes and strawberries 
and cream. Across from the cakes was a whole separate 
stall just for sweets!

It was the first sports day in three years and everyone 
could not be happier at how it turned out (especially P6 
St John). Roll on next year!  
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By Omar Abid
A Botanical Garden is a garden where a wide 
range of plants are grown for scientific and 
educational purposes. Glasgow’s ‘Botanics’ 
is famous for its glasshouses, the most  
famous of which is the Kibble Palace  
designed by John Kibble. The Kibble Pal-
ace temperature is maintained at over 20 
degrees and it showcases many plants from 
across the world such as banana trees and 
Venus fly traps. According to the city  
council, the Botanics houses over 9000 
plants, 4000 of which are in the glasshouses.

We did a tour of the whole of the Botanic 
Gardens. This itself was an amazing experi-
ence because you get to see all the bits you 
would normally pass. After that we went to 
the hot house which houses many of the 
world’s exotic plants. It was about 40  
degrees in there and it was boiling. Soon 
after that we went into the back houses and 
saw all of the Botanic Garden’s stock.

We did lots of artwork throughout the day 
including an amazing leaf printing piece by 
taking leaves, putting them on wet paper 
then submerging them in natural dyes. Then 
we had an hour to try and do a colour draw-
ing of any plant of our choice. We did this to 
practice for our clay vessel piece, which we 
are starting soon. Back at school, we went  
to the art department and our teachers  
summarised what we had done that day. 

I want to say a big thank you to all the staff 
for taking us on our trip and another thank 
you to the wonderful Botanic Garden’s staff. 
The day for us was an amazing experience 
to have and S1 are very lucky to have this 
experience.

By Rebecca Digger, S1
On the day we went to the Botanic Gardens, the sun was 
shining and there was a warm breeze in the air. Every-
body was very excited to go, as it was our first school trip 
of the year, and it was for the whole day. We started off 
with science, looking at some of the outdoor plants. It was 
really interesting to see and smell the plants and flowers, 
seeing many I had never heard of! There were also many 
vegetables getting grown, including beans and carrots. 

Next, we entered the Kibble Palace. We got a tour of the 
“killing plants” area, and there were so many interesting 
plants that can kill flies, and other insects! One of my 
favourite plants there was the ‘Venus Fly Trap.’ Our tour 
guide showed us exactly how the ‘Fly Trap’ kills its prey, 
by using a stick to show it. I also found out that a ‘Venus 
Fly Trap’ can only kill an insect three times before it dries 
up and regrows. We then went deeper into the Kibble 
Palace, looking at many more exotic plants, including 
plants from Africa, South America, and Brazil. Once 
entering the glasshouses with the tropical plants, it got 
extremely warm, especially as there were so many of  
us standing together! It was a relief to get back in  
the cool air.

After an enjoyable picnic lunch outside on the grass, 
we got back to the glasshouses to switch over, where 
my group would be doing the leaf printing for art. I was 
excited for this part as I quite enjoy art. We got to work, 
choosing whatever leaves we wanted, then placing them 
on a piece of wet fabric. Then, we took a piece of wet  
paper and rolled the fabric around it. During this activity, 
we also dyed a smaller piece of fabric blue, which was 
also fun, and very satisfying.

Our final task was to find any plant from the Kibble Palace 
and draw it using materials from our art packs we use in 
school. I picked a beautiful plant that had small red  
flowers, with orange patches on the outside, and leaves 
that were a lovely dark green. We had around an hour 
to finish the piece, and it was so relaxing just being able 
to sit and draw what came to mind. Most people did not 
finish the drawing when we ran out of time, but hopefully 
we will get to complete them sometime in art at school.

Overall, the trip was amazing, and everybody had  
so much fun. I really hope we get to come back  
sometime soon.

First year pupils enjoyed a joint art and science project that involved 
visiting the Glasgow Botanic Gardens in September. 

S1 visit to  
the Botanic  
Gardens

1.5 Isla Carty

1.5 Charlie  
Hopkins-Ng

Above: Eco Printing and below: some samples.  
Bottom: Eco Printing with Elisabeth Culshaw

1.1 Nabhan Memon

Stripping the Indigo Leaves

1.5 Sally Tait

1.2 Tara McIntyre

1.2 Annabel Hardiez

1.2 Hannah  
Lironi

1.2 Rebecca Digger
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  A return to 
 ‘The Big Squeeze’
 Product Design Analysis.
This session has seen a full return to group work  
activities in the Art and Design department.  We  
have all particularly enjoyed getting back to our S1 
Product Design Analysis, which involves pupils work-
ing in groups to try out 5 very different juicers.  The 
focus is on Aesthetics and Function, and they are  
encouraged to grapple with new vocabulary and 
concepts like ‘aesthetics’, ‘ergonomics’ and, every-
one’s favourite, ‘anthropometrics’!  After trying out 
the juicers and rotating the roles of ‘juicer demon-
strator’, ‘scribe’, ‘washer/drier’ and ‘Table cleaner’, 
the groups discuss their experiences with each  
juicer to decide on their ‘Big Squeeze’ and their  
’little squirt’, all backed up with justification.  This  
is followed by a written analysis of their personal  
favourite juicer.  The following images capture  
something of the spirit of the juicing event!

1.2 Harry  
Matthews

Indigo Dyed Silk Pieces

1.1 Emma McElroy

1.1 Rosie Chrystie

1.1 Zofia Konieczan

1.5 Ethan  
Jiang

Picking leaves for Eco Printing

1.2 Ellie McAllister

1.5 Harry Marshall

1.5 Scarlett  
Caddis
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PRIMARY  
4 & 5  

ARTWORK
Clockwise from top left:

Romy Sweeny,  
Ava Berry,  

Lisa Kipgen,  
Rory Farquhar,  
Chloe Turnbull,  
Jeanie Mulvey,  
Maisie Black,  

Rebecca Paton

PRIMARY  
6 & 7  

ARTWORK
Clockwise from top left:

Spencer Wales,  
Harry Tinkler,  
Isla Thomson,  

Angus McCrea,  
Molly Lucie,  

Julia Li,  
Jeviay dela Santa,  

Ruby Wight



Ahmed Eazalden

Amelie Lapthorn

Cailean McAlpine

Emily Shearer

Ewan Pilsworth

Francesca Anderson

Harry Sinclair

Joseph McDermottKate Maule

Kirsty Hastie

Ruby Hamilton

Mariyah Ahmed

Stela Scollay

Junior  
Art Packs 

Here are examples of sketchbook  
covers by some S2 pupils  

demonstrating their first great  
creative efforts using their  

new materials!   
S2 were inspired  

by the work of  
Friedensreich Hundertwasser.
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Annabel Hardie

Ava Walker

Calum Anderson

Charlie Hopkins

Emilia McKnight

Ethan Jiang

Ethan McLean

Harry Matthews

Isabelle Hopkinson

Jessica Colvin

Orlaith Cowan

Kate Yang

Rebecca Digger

Rosie Chrystie

Tara McIntyre

Zofia Konieczna

Junior  
Art Packs 

Here are examples of sketchbook  
covers by some S1 pupils  

demonstrating their first great  
creative efforts using their 

 new materials!   
S1 pupils based their cover  

designs on the work of  
Wassily Kandinsky.

Junior Art Packs
The school was able to generously provide every S1 and S2 pupil with  
an Art Pack for this session. This means that they have all the materials 
needed for their Art and Design work in class and for all homework, while 
instilling a sense of ownership and responsibility regarding looking after 
and remembering their materials for class.
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Last session saw a welcome return for the Art 
Department to the Glasgow Museums’ Drawing 
Competition after an enforced break of two years, 
due to Covid restrictions.  Pupils from S1 to S6 took 
part and produced their drawings of their chosen 
object over a focused period of three hours.  It is al-
ways amazing to see how much can be done in such 
a short period of time, and to see the high standard 
that many are able to achieve.  A good number of 
our pupils were awarded medals and Highly Com-
mended and Commended certificates after the 
judging by Rabiya Choudray (artist) and Sara Barker 
(artist/lecturer).  Pupils who were awarded medals  
attended a prize giving at Kelvingrove Art Galleries 
and Museum in September and an exhibition of 
medal winners’ artworks was on display at  
Kelvingrove from the evening of the prize giving 
until the start of November. 

Observational DrawingGlasgow Museums’
Drawing Competition

2021-2022

I really enjoyed the day out at the Art Galleries 
and taking part in the competition. I was very 
surprised but pleased to win a Gold medal.

                                      KATY GILCHRIST

It was a really nice experience to go around the  
gallery and draw something. I enjoyed focusing  
and looking at all the tiny details in the animals  
that you could draw from.     ISABELLA BERALDI

Emma Little, S2,  
Highly Commended

Farah Happell, S2,  
Commended

Karolina  
Bolbot, S1,  
Highly  
Commended

Katie Menzies, S3,  
Highly Commended

Eloise Andrews, P6B, 
Highly Commended

Holly Forbes, P5B, Commended

Leo Hopkinson, P6A,  
Commended

Sophie Fleming, P6B, 
Highly Commended

Rebecca  
Forrester, S3,  
Commended

Zainab Sherwani, S5, Highly Commended
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Taking part in this competition was a great experience 
as we were able to sit and draw in Kelvingrove for the 
whole day. I spent my time doing a study of a lizard which 
I chose due to the intricate texture of its scales. I was 
pleased to hear I was awarded a gold medal for my  
drawing because I was proud of my work and enjoyed 
creating it!                               MAISIE McCREDIE

I really enjoyed taking part in the competition. I already knew  
I wanted to draw an animal, so I went straight to the natural  
history section and chose my subject from there. I really enjoyed 
the whole experience, and I am really happy to be one of the 
prize winners and have my work on display in Kelvingrove.

                                  IAIN McCALLUM
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I chose the sculpture of a woman in wood because I 
really enjoy experimenting with different colours when 
I’m drawing. I figured that I could intensify the natural 
grain of the wood with bright contrasting colours. I 
thoroughly enjoyed the art trip to Kelvingrove as I got 
to spend the whole day exploring and drawing with 
my friends whilst also meeting members of the public 
and talking about art together.

MARCIE ROBERTSON

I really liked drawing at Kelvingrove art 
gallery because you get to draw from real 
life objects instead of a picture. I liked 
being able to draw the duck up close  
and see all of the details without  
any distractions.

                                 ESME KIRK

Erin McGeogh, S3, Gold Medal

Esme Kirk, S2,  
Silver Medal

Iain McCallum, S4,  
Silver Medal

Isabella Beraldi, S2,  
Bronze Medal

Katy Gilchrist, S3, Gold Medal

Maisie McCredie, S5,  
Gold Medal

Maisie Smith, S6, Gold Medal
Marcie Robertson,  
S4, Silver Medal

Olivia Campbell, S6, Bronze Medal

Seamus McCuish, P7, Bronze

Tara McIntyre, P7, Silver



Higher Photography 
Portraiture –  
Tone and Form
The Higher Photography group were recently tasked 
with doing four Photoshoots, each of which was to be 
inspired by iconic black and white portrait photographs 
by either David Bailey, Richard Avedon, Annie Leibovitz 
or Peter Lindbergh.  Some of the shots involved initial  
experiments with the professional studio lighting kit, 
while others utilised natural or makeshift lighting setups.  
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Photographs by  
Eve Tungatt,  
David Sweeney,  
Jessie Waugh,  
Hannah Carrie  
and Lucy Arthur. 
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Help us to

Striving 
Higher

Strive Higher
I hope you enjoyed this edition of the Jordanhill Journal. 

We offer our pupils a wonderful learning environment and a commitment 
to help every child achieve to the very best of their abilities. We believe 
our success is founded on placing our pupils, families, and staff at the 
heart of everything we do. 

Thank you to our Jordanhill community of Alumni and Parents who 
currently donate to our Striving Higher Development Campaign. This 
helps us subsidise our co-curricular programmes that feature in this 
journal. Most importantly, it helps us to ensure that current and future 
pupils continue to benefit from an all-round education of exceptional 
quality. It is a testament to this support that so many of our pupils achieve 
highly and continue to make their mark on the world beyond Jordanhill 
School. 

 

How can you help us?

If you would like to contribute to our ongoing successes and truly make an impact 
on school life, please consider donating to our Striving Higher Campaign. You can 
donate online, over the phone or in person. You can set up a monthly payment 
or annual donation online using the link below. You can gift money through 
corporate sponsorship or even leave a gift in your will to the Jordanhill School 
Educational Amenities Trust (registered charity number SC005743).   
We are hugely grateful for every donation, no matter the size.

If you would like to discuss how to support the campaign further, please  
contact our Director of Development Jill Robinson on 0141 576 2500.

Contributions to the journal from former pupils

We love hearing from former pupils as do our many readers from  
across the globe.

 If you would like to connect with the school and the Alumni community,  
have a story to tell or would like to feature in the Journal, please contact us at 
info@jordanhill.glasgow.sch.uk

Thank-you, 

 

John Anderson

Rector (Principal and Chief Executive)

Did you know that you can support Jordanhill School by leaving a gift in your will  
to our Educational Amenities Trust which is a registered charity? (SC005743) 

Each year, The Educational Amenities Trust provides thousands of pounds of grants to  
subsidise a very wide range of musical, sporting and co-curricular activities as well as  
benevolent support to families to ensure our pupils, current and future, benefit from  
an all-round education of exceptional quality. 

Gifts cost nothing now but last for generations. And there can be great tax benefits. 

When the time is right and you have made provisions for those closest to you, leaving a gift  
to Jordanhill School will ensure that your aspirations and wishes live on. Any size of gift will 
make a huge impact to future generations of pupils. 

All gifts are recognised and can be named in a way you choose. 

If you would like to discuss leaving a gift to Jordanhill School, please contact  
Jill Robinson, Director of Development, at the school: info@jordanhill.glasgow.sch.uk

“Looking back, I hold fond  
memories of my time at Jordanhill 
and I believe that it has shaped  
and provided me with  
opportunities to compete on the  
increasingly international stage. 
From the high academic standards  
to the range of co-curricular  
activities/experiences, it has  
been a great foundation upon  
which to build”. 
Jonathan Mak,  
FP 2008 and Bonnyman Scholar

Striving 
Higher

Remembering 
Jordanhill School 

in your will
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