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Tonight’s presentation

* Getting the most from S5

* How courses work in S5



The S5 Experience

* Deepen subject knowledge

* Think about and prepare for leaving school
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>90% of pupils stay on for S6

>90% go to University

92% 5+ National 5

71% o+ Highers

42 1+ Advanced Highers




Get the most out of S5

1. Work hard

2. Start early with a study plan

3. Keep up the fun activities but keep them in balance

—",_ 4. Keep distractions in check



Pupil views

‘Start earlyV’
‘Make up your study plan and stick to it.

‘In some ways, moving from 8 subjects to 5
makes things easier. It’s a lot of work (doing 5
Highers) but it’s fine if you spread out the
work and start from the beginning of S5.
Don’t leave it until the January prelims/!’
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Average time on home learning for S5 pupils

7.7

2018 2025
YEAR



What do they do? 2025
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90% increase in Tik Tok since 2020

British children spend 127 minutes a day on
TikTok - more than in any other country

Figure is almost double the amount of time spent in the app four years ago

Matthew Fiald Children in the UK are using TikTok for more than two hours a day, making
' British youngsters some of the heaviest users of the social media app
Related Topics worldwide, a new report has claimed...

TikTok Snocial media. Children



Welcome to Achieve

@
.+

Sign Up Sign In

Create a new Achieve account Access your Achieve account




@ Home My Courses - Self-evaluate L4  SUCCEED

Choose your courses
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Higher Courses
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Chemical changes and

Nature's chemistry
structure

Periodicity

Describe how elemeants are arranged on the periodic table

Describe the trends on the periodic table both along a period and down a group
State the bonding and structure found in the first 20 elements

Describe the term covalent radius and explzin the trends on the periodic table
State the definition of the terms first and second ionisation energy

Explain the trends in ionisation energy on the periodic table

State the definition of the term electronegativity

Explain the trends in electronegativity on the periodic table

Chemistry in society

Researching chemistry




Past paper questions: First and second ionisation energy

2022 Question paper 2022 Question paper

Question 1(b)(i) Solution Question 2 Solution

2022 Question paper 2021 Question paper

Question 3 Solution Question 6 Solution

2019 Question Paper 20717 Question Paper

Question 2bi and i Solution Question 1bii Solution

2015 Question Paper
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Assessment Dashboard

&4 Higher Chemistry

Assess Yourself
Take a Topic Assessment Take a Unit Assessment Take a Course Assessment

Higher Chemistry Tests Tests for other courses

Mo tests avallable for the current course. Mo tests avallable for other courses.



Distractions: get the balance right




Important
Dates

Date Year Time Event
16 September S4 - S6 7pm-8pm School AGM
3 November S4-S6 7pm-9pm Music Instruction Parents’ Evening for SQA music
pupils only
5 November S4 - S6 7pm-9pm Senior Pathways Careers Event
14 November S5andS6 | - S5/6 Interim Report Card issued
20 November S5and S6 | 5pm-7pm S5/6 Interim Parents’ Evening (virtual)
10 December S5 7pm-9pm S5 Christmas Ceilidh
17 December S6 All Day S6 Charity Day
7pm -9:30pm S6 Christmas Ceilidh
26 January — S5and S6 | Allday S5/6 Mock Exam Diet
9 - 13 February S5and S6 | Allday Review of S5/6 Mock Exams and target setting for
SQA exams*
2 March S5andS6 | - S5/6 Report Card issued
5 March S5and S6 | 5pm-7:30pm S5/6 Parents’ Evening (in school)
13 March S5 - Course choice survey for study in S6 closes
23 March S4-S6 7pm—-9pm Music Instruction Parents’ Evening
22 April—1June | S4-S6 All day SQA Exam Diet
29 May (TBC) S4and S5 | Allday Return to school (TBC)
1 June (TBC) S4and S5 | Allday New timetable starts (TBC)
18 June (TBC) S5andS6 | TBC Summer Ball for new S6 and S6 leavers (TBC)




SQA Assignments

Almost all subjects have an assignment

Final write-up completed in class time

Assessment calendar when available
* Visiting Examiners

Additional timed assessments




Mock Exams

* Are used to measure progress and identify areas
requiring further attention.

* May be required for Exceptional Circumstances.
* Where your child is unable to attend an exam or

\Q * Where your child’s performance in an exam may have been
affected by a personal circumstance or an unplanned
incident on the day of the exam. SQA

* Grades are determined by SQA and may differ from pupil
expectation.




Support Measure

* Feedback from pupils, parents,
carers and staff:

» After mock exams Tuesday afternoon
— study periods

* Targeted supported study
* Personal study at home

* PE remains compulsory



How will you know?

Report Cards (November and March)

Target

November

February

Parents’ Evenings Good Pass

v

Pass

v

Borderline Pass

Pastoral and DHT interventions Grade D

Units Only

Homework alerts

Learning logs/assessment feedback/# achieve

Weekly late-coming/attendance reports (a work in progress...)




University

Pathway College
beyond |
school Apprenticeships

Employment



University UCAS — before Christmas

College School workshops - January

SDS Input
N SChOQ‘ Apprenticeships

www.apprenticeships.scot

Employment

Discuss with HoH

Pupils can apply for more than one route and for many pupils this is strongly encouraged.



University Open Days in Scotland 2025
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University of Aberdeen
https://www.abdn.ac.uk/study/open-days/

Saturday 7 June (Medicine only), Tuesday 26 August, and
Saturday 4 October

Glasgow Caledonian University
https://www.gcu.ac.uk/study/opendays
Friday 5 September and Saturday 4 October

Scotland's Rural College (SRUC)
www.sruc.ac.uk/opendays

SRUC offers courses across multiple campuses and open
day dates vary. Please check the website for updates.

Abertay University
https://www.abertay.ac.uk/visit/
Saturday 27 September and Saturday 1 November

Heriot-Watt University
https://www.hw.ac.uk/visit-us/open-days-and-events
Saturday 27 September, Saturday 25 October (Edinburgh)
Friday 10 October, Friday 7 November {Borders)

University of 5t Andrews
https:/fwww.st-andrews.ac.uk/study/meet-us/in-st-andr
ews/ug/

Dates for visiting days can be found on their website.

University of Dundee
https://www.dundee.ac.ukfopen-days

Tuesday 17 June, Saturday 27 September and Saturday
25 October

University of the Highlands and Islands (UHI)
https://www.uhi.ac.uk/en/studying-at-uhi/open-days
UHI offers courses across multiple campuses and open
day dates vary. Please check the website for updates.

University of Stirling

https:/fwww.stir.ac.uk/openday

Saturday 20 September, Wednesday 8 October (virtual)
and Saturday 1 November

The University of Edinburgh
https:/fedin.ac/ugopendays

Friday 20 June, Saturday 4 October and Saturday 25
October

Queen Margaret University, Edinburgh
https://www.gmu.ac.uk/open-days-and-meeting-us/und
ergraduate-open-day

Saturday 27 September and Saturday 22 November

University of Strathclyde
https://www.strath.ac.uk/studywithus/openday/
Tuesday 2 September and Saturday 4 October

Edinburgh Napier University
www.napier.ac.uk/openday
Saturday 20 September and Saturday 1 November

Robert Gordon University, Aberdeen
https://www.rgu.ac.uk/study/visit-us/fopen-days
Wednesday 27 August, Saturday 25 October and
Saturday 22 November

University of the West of Scotland
https:/fwww.uws.ac.uk/study/open-days-info-sessions/
UWS offers courses across multiple campuses and open
day dates vary. Please check the website for updates.

University of Glasgow
https://www.gla.ac.uk/explore/visit/undergraduate/opendays/
Thursday 19 June, Wednesday 3 September, and
Saturday 18 October. For Dumfries campus, see website

Royal Conservatoire of Scotland
https://www.res.ac.uk/study/visit-us/open-days/
RCS offer a variety of open days for different courses.
Please check the website for updates.

Glasgow School of Art
https:/fwww.gsa.ac.uk/study-at-the-gsa/open-days
Open Day dates still to be confirmed, please check
website for updates




Work
Experience

Option to complete work experience
on a Tuesday afternoon.

This must run every week until the
S5/6 Mock Exams.

All placements have to be approved in
Worklt.

We cannot authorise work experience
without approval through Workilt.



Unifrog

Exploring Pathways — personality quizzes, career and subject
profiles, MOOCs and webinars

Opportunities — search tools showing live
vacancies/courses/placements for apprenticeships, universities (in
the UK and abroad), FE, virtual work experience and much more

Applications — tools to help students build applications for a range
of pathways

Parent account: www.unifrog.org/code sign in with JRHGparents



https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=http%3a%2f%2fwww.unifrog.org%2fcode&c=E,1,6bu1NlmmqIoKPzP1os_9AYuar0YiztkoaqYQ5OQ4v2OGIRGIxDyMNFsB-Ps1d8WYBEP0OXGU3dRKpzWWJLQmp_ZGoZrSEOAphSoAaHCAOPK5M3K_Qa8lsQ,,&typo=1
http://www.unifrog.org/code

My top tips
for success
this year!

Cuety day \Q
COUNTS! ™

School success starts
with attendance
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WHATEVER YOU DO, ALWAYS

GIVE 100%. UNLESS YOURE|
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