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 You might feel excited, curious or a little nervous about starting secondary school. You may even feel all 
three emotions at once. That is completely normal. What matters most is that you are here and ready to 
begin. 

In S1 you will meet new friends, explore new subjects and discover strengths and interests that may 
surprise you. Secondary school gives you the space to explore whether that is in Science labs, on the 
sports field, on the stage, in the art studio or through the many clubs and activities on offer. There is 
something here for everyone.  

I want you to Strive High and take pride in doing the right thing, even when no one is watching.  

Be grateful for the opportunities ahead and make the most of them. We are delighted to welcome you to 
our school and look forward to seeing the positive contribution you will make in the years to come. 

Mr Fraser, Depute Head Teacher (S1-S3) 

 

Welcome to Jordanhill School 
Welcome to Secondary School. You will learn and achieve so much over the next few years and we are 
excited to be on that journey with you. 

Learning can be really tricky. When you overcome difficulties and find out that you can do things that you 
couldn’t do before, that’s a brilliant feeling. My wish for you is that you experience this joy and challenge 
in Jordanhill School. That you give your best effort and discover that you can achieve so much more than 
you thought you were able to achieve.  

As well as trying your best in learning, I also want you to grow as a fantastic young adult. Do this by 
treating everyone with respect and kindness. Look out for others, avoid gossip and spreading rumours, 
and seek opportunities to help others.  If you do this, I know that you will thrive in Jordanhill School and 
you will help others to have a great experience too. 

Mr Anderson, Rector 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Vision, values and Aims 
Jordanhill School has its own vision, values and aims. Take your time to read 
through these in the poster opposite. Think about what these mean. 

The vision and aims tell you what we want to do for you. We do this through 
the lessons we provide and through the opportunities we give you: in sport, 
music, competitions, team building, and clubs. We discuss this in more 
detail at assemblies, tutor time and in PSHE. 

Our values are those that we want you to develop throughout your time in 
Jordanhill School. The poster below explains each value. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Our campus 

 

 

 

 
 

Jordanhill School has lots of different buildings.  

The main ones are: 

• North Campus 
• South Campus 
• Refectory 
• PE. 

Most of your subjects are in the South Campus. 

The assembly hall and learning zone are in the North Campus.  

Getting around campus 
Walking between buildings is a refreshing break between classes. 
When walking around the campus, be sure to: 

• Walk on the left on the stairs, in corridors and on Etta’s walk 
• Try and hold doors open for people behind you 
• Watch out for and look after the Primary pupils in and 

around the campus. 

North campus: English, Drama, Business and Computing, Music, PE 

South campus: Maths, Languages, Art, RMPS, 
Geography, History, Science, HFTT and D&T 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

North Campus 
Ground floor: Assembly Hall, Learning Zone and Drama 

First Floor: Pupil Support, ICT 

Second floor: English, Music and the Library 

Back of the building: PE and the Refectory 

 

South Campus 

Ground floor: Modern Languages and Atrium 

First Floor: Art and Maths 

Second floor: RMPS, History, Geography and Modern 
Studies 

Next to the building: Science, HFTT and D&T 

You can take a virtual tour of the school on the school’s website: 

www.jordanhill.glasgow.sch.uk/jordanhill-in-3d/ 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• Always use the back doors to the main 
building (North campus). This is to help 
us avoid traffic at the front of the 
building. 

• The MUGA and PLAZA are the main play 
areas for S1 pupils. 

• During a fire alarm, we go to the ASTRO 
which is next to the MUGA. 

• We can hang about the South Campus 
atrium before school and at interval and 
lunchtime.  

• Assemblies are announced on Teams 
and are held in the assembly hall.  

MUGA, ASTRO and PLAZA (South campus) 

Main building (North campus) Assembly Hall (North campus) 

Plaza, astro and MUGA 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I like to go to the refectory because there’s always 
somewhere to sit with my friends and chat. When its crispy 
chicken and chips day, make sure to walk quickly to the 
refectory, but do not run! 

There’s always a good variety in the refectory with special 
event meals e.g. Christmas dinner, Burn’s night, Eid, 
Halloween etc  

 

I like to go to the atrium most days for a quick bite, then leave to go to the 
astro. Remember not to eat food on the astro. 

Eating in Jordanhill School 
Food is served in both the atrium and refectory. There is a greater 
selection in the refectory and most pupils go there at lunchtime. If 
you have tutor time in the South Campus you will probably use the 
atrium for morning snack. 

• S1-S3 pupils must stay in school at interval and lunch. 
• You can bring your own food e.g. a packed lunch. 

• You are not allowed to eat in the corridors or classrooms. 

 



 
 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I always make sure to pack my bag the night before so I have an easy 
morning. I look at my timetable to see what jotters I need. Always 
make sure you have your laptop everyday and make sure it is 
charged. You get a cover for your laptop so make sure you keep it on 
to prevent damage. 

Also, remember to pack your calculator as you will probably use it in 
maths and maybe in science.  

Sometimes carrying your bag around can be a drag so make sure you 
get a locker.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
We love the uniform! You can wear a hoodie under 
your blazer in the winter months, but keep your 
hood down when in school. I also like the skirts, 
but remember to keep it knee length.   

Uniform and Resources 
You will be given a calculator, Art pack and 
laptop. Look after these as they need to last 6 
years! 

The uniform is an important part of your identity. 
Wear it smartly and with pride. Shirts tucked in, 
top button done, tie and blazer on! 

Jordanhill School is a phone free school. If you 
have a phone, make sure it is switched off and 
stored in your bag-not in your pocket. This rule 
applies to smart watches and smart glasses 
too-they are not allowed in school. Many pupils 
enjoy the school being phone free as they like 
talking to their friends and enjoy not being 
distracted in classes.   

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The library 
Reading from books-and not screens-is really important. We want you to get into the habit of reading as often as you can. Try to read a variety of 
different books including fiction and non-fiction. 

              
I go to the library when I have a test and want a quiet place to revise. 
Sometimes I go to the library at lunchtime as its peaceful, quiet and warm.   

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Secondary subjects 

You get to study  more subjects in secondary and you will 
enjoy using the specialist facilities in HFTT and Science. 

Tutor time is at 11am where you will spend 10mins with 
your House group and your tutor. They will read notices 
and do activities linked to the school charity or school 
values. Your tutor or Head of House will also teach you 1 
period of PSHE per week.  

Period Times 

Activity Start End 
Period 1 9.00 9.55 
Period 2 9.55 10.45 
Interval 10.45 11.00 
Tutor Time 11.00 11.10 
Period 3 11.10 12.05 
Period 4 12.05 12.55 
Lunch 12.55 1.45 
Period 5 1.45 2.40 
Period 6 2.40 3.35 

 

 

Subjects in S1 and S2 

• Art 
• Business and Computing 
• Design and Technology (S2) 
• Drama 
• English 
• French and Spanish 
• Geography 
• HFTT 
• History 
• Maths 
• PE 
• PSHE 
• RMPS 
• Science 

  



 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Getting the most out of lessons 

Lessons start at 9am so you need to be on time in the morning. You 
must also be on time to each class so walk smartly from building to 
building.  

Your teachers will guide you in each subject. Be ready for learning 
from the beginning of the lesson. Have all your resources out of your 
bag for the lesson and do the starter activity. Listen carefully and ask 
questions if you are unsure. 

You are in school to learn so no one expects you to know how to do 
everything! Making mistakes and struggling with new things is a really 
important part of learning. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Homework 

If you want to get better at football or become a genius guitar player, 
everyone knows that you need to practise, practise and practise! The same 
is true of the subjects you will study. To get better, you need to practise the 
subject. This is normally done by completing homework tasks. If you don’t 
get a homework task, here is a good habit that you should get into: 

When you get home, go through each subject and look at what you did 
today. Can you still do the tasks? Can you do any worked examples? Can 
you test yourself? Sometimes, it only takes a few minutes per subject. 
Other times it will take longer. This is a super learning habit to get into. 

Homework will be nightly for maths and modern languages. Get into the 
habit of doing it as soon as you get home. It should only take about 10-
15mins per subject. Other subjects will issue homework about once per 
week.  

Homework will be assigned on Teams. I do my 
homework as soon as it is assigned to keep on top of 
things.  I also like to look at the notes from class that 
day and read over them in the evening.  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Clubs, Activities and Competitions 

Jordanhill School has lot to offer at lunchtime and after 
school. There are many music clubs such as choir and 
bands, and hockey, football, netball and rugby are the four 
main sports.  

Almost all subjects offer a club at lunchtime and you will find 
out more about these at the beginning of S1. You are 
encouraged to join a new club to help you develop a new 
hobby and meet new people. If there is a club you would like 
to start, speak to your Head of House or your tutor teacher. 

Competitions are great fun too! The Art department run the 
Kelvingrove competition, music have Young Musician of the 
Year, and the maths department do fantastic competitions, 
often with other schools. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

Sports and Teambuilding 

You will enjoy doing teambuilding activities in S1. These will help you to get to know the pupils in 
your House. You will also compete in House groups for House points, for example in cross country 
and in inter-house competitions. 

Sports Day is in June where you will take part in lots of fun events such as Tug o’ war and other 
house challenges. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Trips and fun events 

One of the highlights of S1 is the trip to the Isle of Raasay. It’s an 
outdoor trip so you will have lots of fun walking, climbing and 
swimming! We also have activities at school where we get to do 
different learning activities such as the Battle of Bannockburn, 
First Aid training, and even heart dissections! Other highlights 
include the Halloween disco and Christmas events in December. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
 

Celebrating success and prizegiving 

In June, all of secondary go to Wellington Church next to Glasgow University for a special morning where we celebrate all 
that we have achieved in the year. Teachers also nominate pupils for prizes based on the effort they have put into their 
school work. There are special subject prizes and sports prizes too.  

We get to hear from a guest speaker and listen to our friends who play in the school orchestras or who sing in the choir.  

Many teachers will send praise letters or postacards home to recognise our work. The TV screens in the atrium are also 
used to celebrate the success of pupils in and out of school so have a look at them during morning break. 



 

 

 The Pupil Support Team 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Pupil Support 

Each House group has a Head of House. They teach S1 and S6 PSHE and are the main contact for 
you throughout your time in school. They are kind and are there to support you if you need help. We 
also have a Support for Learning department who review our learning and give us additional 
support. 

Look out for each other. If you are concerned about how pupils are treating each other or how they 
are treating you, please speak to a teacher. They can help you with your concerns.  

Your Head of House, also known as your pastoral care teacher, is responsible for supporting you 
during your time at school, from S1-6. They can support you with lots of issues such as friendships, 
health and wellbeing, worries about school, homelife- or anything else that's important to you. They 
may contact your parent/ carer so we can work together to make sure all our pupils feel safe, 
respected and included. 

As you get older, they will give you advice about important decisions such as choosing your 
subjects for S3 and S5/6, and applying to college or university.  

When will I see my Head of House? 

They will get to know you well and see you regularly. In S1 this will include: 

• Teaching you S1 PSHE once a week 

• Meeting you for an S1 settling in conversation after your first 4-6 weeks of school. 

You can arrange a meeting with your head of house at any time, either by chatting to them in class, 
sending a message on Teams or dropping by the Pastoral Care base in the North Campus  

Support for Learning. 

Staff from Support for Learning (SFL) work very closely with all teachers to make sure that pupils are 
supported in their learning. You will meet them in many different classes but they also offer a range 
of other support such as advice on studying, exam support, after school homework club, learning 
to type, audio books and access to IT support. They welcome visits to their base - right next door to 
Pastoral Care in the North Campus. 

In S1 you will meet the Support for Learning staff early in the session when they visit classes to 
update you about the support available. 

 

Dr Kelly 

Depute Head 
Teacher S4-S6 

Mr Brown 

Depute Rector and Child 
Protection Coordinator 

Mr Brown is the Depute Rector. He looks after pupil 
support and is the school’s child protection coordinator. 
You can speak to Mr Brown if you have a serious concern 
about yourself or a friend. You met Mr Fraser on page 1, he 
is the Depute Head for S1-S3. Dr Kelly is the Depute Head 
for S4-S6. 
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We hope you’ve enjoyed reading this booklet. We created it as a Junior Pupil Council and have included lots of things we 
thought would be useful and interesting to know. 

One last thing. The school’s motto is Ad Summa Nitor. It is Latin for ‘I Strive for the highest.’  We think Jordanhill School helps 
you to Strive for the highest and we hope that you work hard and enjoy your time at Jordanhill School. 

 


